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Opening Remarks

LEE Yong-sup
Mayor
Gwangju Metropolitan City

governments, international human rights organizations and research centers, and activists all of which are 

striving for the promotion of human rights both at individual regional dimension and global dimension. 

We anticipate that all participants of this Forum will gather efforts and wisdom to create measures to fur-

ther strengthen the responsibility and cooperation system of human rights cities in the face of global cri-

ses like COVID-19, while succeeding, developing, and spreading the history and heritage for the promotion 

of human rights of the respective city to which each of you belong. 

The City of Gwangju will also do our best to strengthen specific cooperation and to further expand human 

rights solidarity, together with the UN agencies, domestic and international human rights cities, and hu-

man rights organization.

Finally, we express our deepest respect to human rights activists who devote everything, even at this very 

moment, in the field to preserve human rights, a universal value of humankind. We also express our sin-

cere gratitude to Ms. Michelle Bachelet, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, and Ms. Audrey Azoulay, 

UNESCO Director-General, for their great concern and support for the successful opening of the WHRCF, 

and for their opening keynote speeches. We also extend our grateful heart to Ms. Young-Ae CHOI, Chair-

person of the National Human Rights Commission of Korea; Ms. Mi-Kyung LEE, President of KOICA; Mr. 

Hui-Guk JANG, Superintendent of Gwangju Metropolitan Office of Education; and also to every domestic 

and international human rights leaders.

Above all, we hope that this Forum will offer every participant and supporter a precious opportunity to 

achieve more valuable results than ever through communication and solidarity both on- and off-line. 

Thank you.

Dear domestic and international human rights leaders and activists who participate in the 10th World Hu-

man Rights Cities Forum! 

We welcome you with all the hearts of 1.5 million Gwangju citizens. 

The Forum this year bears a special meaning. This year marks the 40th anniversary of the ‘May 18 Democ-

ratization Movement’ which has become a milestone of democracy, human rights, and peace not only in 

Korea but also in the world, and also the 10th anniversary of the World Human Rights Cities Forum. 

Accordingly, we planned to bring this Forum which had been held in October earlier to May along with the 

40 the anniversary event of the May 18 Democratization Movement, but since most of the May 18 com-

memorative events were cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we had to postpone the Forum till Oc-

tober, and the ongoing COVID-19 crisis forced us to have it online, unprecendentedly. 

However, we have encountered more severe crises and have overcome them. Efforts for the promotion of 

human rights has not ceased despite oppression and sufferings, and the solidarity among human rights 

cities is expanding further as time passes. As the mayor of the City of Gwangju, I am very proud and grate-

ful that the 10-year history of the World Human Rights Cities Forum alongside this progress. 

The Forum which marks its decade this year will become a new turning point in the history of human rights. 

As this year’s Forum is held in such a ways as to communicate with the whole world through YouTube live 

streaming and TV recordings over the 4 days from October 7 to 10, we will review the past history of hu-

man rights, diagnose the current state of human rights, and prepare for the future of human rights cities 

with the theme of theme of "The Future of Human Rights Cities - Local Memories and Global Sharing", and 

we will further increase the international solidarity of human rights cities and its sustainability. 

This year, in particular, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and UNESCO Headquarters co-host 

the Forum together with the City of Gwangju. With this, our Forum has finally laid the foundation to leap 

as a global human rights platform in which various subjects including the UN agencies, central and local 



10 The 10th World Human Rights Cities Forum 11The Future of Human Rights Cities - Local Memories and Global Sharing

Good afternoon everyone. My name is Choi Young-ae, and I am Chairperson of the National Human Rights 

Commission of the Republic of Korea.

Before we get started, I would first like to say a warm “thank you” to each and every one of you for making 

the effort to be here with us today. I would also like to express my sincere appreciation to city Mayor Lee 

Yong-sub, along with the many government officials and citizens of Gwangju who have generously helped 

us successfully bring this event together during these difficult times in the global COVID 19 pandemic.

This year marks the 40th anniversary of the May 18 Gwangju Democratization Movement and also marks 

the 10th anniversary of this international human rights forum.

“Localizing human rights” is becoming an increasingly important agenda in international society.

In addition to national efforts, local governments have a key role in the protection and promotion of human 

rights. Since the local community is the very place where human rights issues occur, it is ultimately also the 

very place where such issues need to be resolved. This reminds me vividly of Gwangju city’s history.

Gwangju itself represents various human rights values. This is also the case for other cities, such as Jeju, 

Yeosu-Suncheon, Masan, and Cheonan, which remind me of numerous historical moments. Each of these 

is a place with a painful past. Hatred and discrimination always target the vulnerable, and such discrimina-

tory tropes are often intentionally recalled and misused to incite the general public for evil purposes.

However, we have a clear memory of how the urban community has overcame the barriers of hatred 

and discrimination that once separated people from one another. The extraordinary community spirit of 

Gwangju, represented by a famous emergency food, “rice balls,” was recently reborn under the Moonlight 

Alliance between Gwangju and its political rival city of Daegu, as Gwangju willingly accommodated about 

100 COVID-19 patients from Daegu. The same happened in the 1950s in Busan where refugees and dis-

placed people helped each other to overcome wartime difficulties.

Needless to say, we already know that an inclusive community that leaves no one behind becomes safe 

and peaceful.

In June, the National Human Rights Commission submitted to the National Assembly a recommendation 

calling for an equality and anti-discrimination act. The realization of equality in daily life ensures human 

rights, peace, and democracy, and is also a starting point of the sustainable future of community. The 

Commission will be glad to join all of you on that journey.

Thank you.

CHOI Young-ae
Chairperson
National Human Rights Commission of Korea

Welcoming Remarks
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face the increasing issues of exclusion, segregation and hatred around the planet. These are the kinds of 

subjects that we have to share our wisdom and insights on.

The Gwangju Education Office is also preparing for the upcoming challenges. Besides an existing adminis-

trative education responsibility for the future of human rights cities, we also have to be fully ready for the 

post-coronavirus era. An important, emerging issue is how to design the future of education services in a 

transitional period. In order to materialize this goal, the Office will give a priority to the learning, experience 

and implementation of human rights practices at the field, so that every stakeholder can imagine a bright-

er future of human rights cities.

Once again, I extend a warm welcome to all at the 10th World Human Rights Cities Forum. I reaffirm our 

international solidarity.

Thank you.

The COVID-19 pandemic has brought suffering to people everywhere. 

The unprecedented impact of the coronavirus is being witnessed in the form of physical, psychological and 

socio-cultural damage. These issues affect our everyday lives severely.

We are going through difficult times, but human rights leadership, human rights activists, public officials 

and ordinary citizens work together to achieve a shared goal of this international event. Even though we 

are unable to be together in person due to the global health crisis, it is excellent to be with you via these 

online methods.

I wish to give special thanks to Mayor Lee Yong-sup, who has been making great efforts to deal with the 

rapidly changing circumstances in order to run this forum successfully. My next mention of gratitude 

goes to two distinguished co-host organizations, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Human Rights and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. I would also like 

to express my sincere appreciation to Ms. Michelle Bachelet the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Human Rights, Ms. Audrey Azoulay, the director-general of UNESCO, Ms. Choi Young-ae, Chairperson of 

the National Human Rights Commission of the Republic of Korea, mayors of human rights cities, speakers, 

panels and all online participants. Your presence at and contribution to this forum is a blessing.

The creation of a “human rights city” should be a process of weaving the memories of the past and visions 

of the future into a current context which is relevant to each city. This is supported by the theme of this 

year’s event, “The Future of Human Rights Cities - Local Memories and Global Sharing.” 2020 marks the 

40th anniversary of the May 18 Gwangju Democratization Movement. Gwangju’s active involvement in the 

human rights movements is largely based upon the memories of 1980. The focal point of this forum is to 

come to understand the present state of human right cities and discuss how to shape a future of human 

rights cities through revisiting memories of the cities in the past. I hope that effective and practicable al-

ternatives are made at the leadership groups’ plenary sessions and at the civic groups’ thematic sessions.

The COVID-19 pandemic changes the way we live in many aspects. This contagious disease is not irrele-

vant to climate crisis, for which we are all ultimately responsible. As much as our daily lives, human rights 

cities movements are heavily affected. The first step in preparing for a future of human rights cities is to 

JANG Hui-guk 
Superintendent of Education
Gwangju Metropolitan Office of Education

Welcoming Remarks
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Congratulatory Remarks

Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen, First and foremost, congratulations to all of you for holding the 

10th World Human Rights Cities Forum under the theme of “The Future of Human Rights Cities - Local 

Memories and Global Sharing,” here in Gwangju, the city of democracy, human rights, and peace where 

respect and consideration for humanity are realized in daily life.  

 

In 2011, the first meeting of this prestigious international event was convened to honor the May 18 

Gwangju Democratization Movement and to follow the values defined in the Gwangju declaration of the 

Asian Human Rights Charter (1998), and this year marks its 10th anniversary.  

 

With supports from co-hosts, such as the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 

Rights and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, Gwangju’s presence as a 

human rights city will be globally recognized and the World Human Rights Cities Forum will also be able to 

reach to every corner of the world.  

 

The world is experiencing unprecedented social and economic challenges from COVID-19. The coronavi-

rus global pandemic has revealed inequality and exclusion – particularly in accessibility to public services – 

among and within all ethnicities, nations, and continents,  

 

In this regard, I would like to express my deep appreciation and gratitude to the human rights experts 

from both home and abroad. Your wisdom and insights will inspire us as we are addressing this ongoing 

human rights crisis.  

  

I hope that the 10th World Human Rights Cities Forum accelerates the onset of peace and upholds human 

rights in every community in the world, and also I wish you all the best of luck.  

 

My best wishes go to you, in the knowledge that there will be sharing and solidarity through the Gwangju 

Spirit. The Gwangju City Council will do its best to ensure that the human rights city, Gwangju, can light up 

the whole world.  

Thank you.

KIM Yongjyb 
Chairperson

Gwangju Metropolitan Council

Welcome everyone! 

I am very pleased that the 10th International Human Rights Cities Forum is on track, even though the 

coronavirus has put everyone in a difficult situation. I would like to express my sincere appreciation to all of 

you who generously helped us to make this event come together.

2020 is a special year for Gwangju. This year marks the 10th anniversary of the International Human 

Rights Cities Forum and also the 40th anniversary of the May 18 Gwangju Democratization Movement.

In addition to that, this year’s forum is being held under the theme of “The Future of Human Rights Cities 

- Local Memories and Global Sharing” which is timely because amid the COVID-19 pandemic the world is 

being divided and facing a possible decline of democratic achievements that have been made. In particular, 

human rights and safety of the most vulnerable members of our society are endangered. As it has been 

setting a good example for human rights advocates since the adoption of the “Gwangju Declaration on 

Human Rights Cities” in 2011, Gwangju will be able to set an example for future human rights cities and 

provide methods of how we can overcome the ongoing

global coronavirus pandemic and a crisis of human rights and democracy.

What catches my eye is Plenary Session III: “Local Governments Building the Post COVID-19 World: Public 

Services and HR Challenges.” While tiding over difficulties relating to the COVID-19, we also realize the 

important role of locally rooted institutions, such as local governments and local NGOs, more than ever 

before. Better protection of human rights and improved quality of life for disadvantaged groups requires 

a close partnership with local government and local NGOs, which are well acquainted with the situation on 

the ground. Adding academic and private participation to them will bring even greater performance.

Anticipation is high, since this year’s event covers issues that we must address, such as issues of the social 

economy, the environment, the elderly, migrants and ensuring a safe community, among others. I sincerely 

wish that you all have fruitful debates and meaningful outcomes, as we have undergone many hardships 

to make holding this forum possible.

Thank you.

LEE Mikyung
President
Korea International Cooperation Agency

Welcoming Remarks
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1

2

3

4

Each of the human rights cities has its own unique cultural and historical background. Some 

cities have grown into a human rights city based on civic movements toward democracy while 

struggling against injustice. Other cities have actively promoted human rights while rewriting 

the history of colonialism and oppression and transforming memories into invaluable histor-

ical and cultural legacies on the road to becoming a human rights city. There are also cities 

which are developing themselves into a human rights city as a way of promoting the universal 

value of human rights, responding to the needs of citizens to build a more inclusive city while 

promoting the fundamental rights of their inhabitants. The paramount goal of this Forum is 

to invite more cities to join the human rights cities networks and to develop themselves as a 

human rights city in diverse ways to cater to the unique needs of the people especially with 

special needs.

Gwangju as a human right city has its own unique historical background, with the year 2020 

marking the 40th anniversary of the May 18 Democratization Movement, which took place 

in Gwangju and made possible the 1980s grass-root movement which ultimately led to the 

democratization of South Korea. These events paved the way for Gwangju to become a hu-

man rights city. For the last 40 years, Gwangju has not forgotten the pain it experienced from 

state-led violence, while the city has sublimated these memories into passion and action to-

wards building a human rights city.

With this historical legacy at hand, the 10th WHRCF is paying a special attention to the tem-

poral arrangement of the human rights cities with reflection on the history of human rights at 

a local level being shared on the global level. It will also assess the present situation including 

the challenges by the Covid-19 pandemic while planning for the future of human rights cities 

- all within the flow of time, as an effective way to enhance the sustainability of human rights 

cities.

The 10th WHRCF will seek answers to the following questions through the theme of “The 

Future of Human Rights Cities: Local Memories and Global Sharing”. (i) How can we inherit 

and incorporate historical memories and legacies of the past into a future human rights city 

through human rights education as a modern form of remembrance? (ii) What are the new 

challenges and tasks a human rights city may face on its way to making human rights a real-

ity to everyone in its community? (iii) How can we strengthen solidarity and responsibility of 

stakeholders to make a stronger human rights city at local and global levels in this unique sit-

uation of health crisis?

The Goals and the Theme of the 10th WHRCF

1

2

Since its first forum in 2011, the World Human Rights Cities Forum (WHRCF) has worked to 

establish the idea of human rights cities and presented implementation principles through 

the Gwangju Declaration on Human Rights City. In addition, it has clarified the goal of ‘localiza-

tion of human rights’ through collaboration among local governments, local and international 

civil society organizations, and human rights experts.

During the last decade, the WHRCF has contributed to expanding the scope of the human 

rights narrative, created norms for actions and presented efficient ways to implement them, 

while highlighting the key role of local governments. The Forum has grown quickly by active 

participation of local governments as well as international organizations from different re-

gions of the world. The 10th Forum will be further enriched by the presence of two UN orga-

nizations: OHCHR and UNESCO as cohosts. 

History of the World Human Rights Cities Forum



20 The 10th World Human Rights Cities Forum 21The Future of Human Rights Cities - Local Memories and Global Sharing

11

2

3

4

2

3

The 10th WHRCF is co-hosted by Gwangju Metropolitan City, the United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), UN OHCHR, National Human Rights Commis-

sion of Korea, Gwangju Metropolitan Office of Education, and Korea International Cooperation 

Agency (KOICA).

The Forum is co-organized by UCLG Committee on Human Rights (UCLG-CSIPDHR), Raoul 

Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law (RWI), and Gwangju International 

Center (GIC).

The Forum is the product of close collaboration of about 40 local, national and international 

organizations including UCLG ASPAC, International NGO Forum on Indonesian Development 

(INFID), and many others involved in organizing diverse sessions and events. The 9th WHRCF 

in 2019 was attended by more than 2,000 participants from 131 cities across 48 countries. 

The 10th WHRCF in 2020 is looking forward to welcoming even more participants from 

around the world, both on-line and off-line despite the challenges of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Hosts, Organizers, and Participants

At the three plenary sessions, human rights cities with diverse historical backgrounds will 
gather to confer their experiences in creating a livable city for the quality of current and fu-
ture life of their inhabitants in different parts of the world. In Plenary Session I, local govern-
ment representatives will share their experiences in using the historical relevance and other 
diverse experiences in establishing an inclusive human rights city where citizens feel safe and 
included through diverse methods, such as public events and human rights education among 
others. In Plenary Session II, mayors from different regions of the world will gather virtually to 
create a declaration on establishing an international initiative for broadening the worldwide 
Human Rights City movement and its creative potential. Plenary Session III held online, will 
share the experiences of different local governments in handling the recent Covid-19 chal-
lenges, paying special attention to the under-privileged people and excavating the ways to 
create an inclusive society in the future with human rights-based approaches.

Thematic sessions will examine issues and tasks to promote human rights through bringing 
equality to the mainstream, as well as non-discrimination principles for all citizens, including 
the elderly, women, the disabled, youths and children, immigrants, and other minority groups. 
In addition, we should also discuss how to find and how to keep majority groups within society 
committed to the notion of human rights. We will be able to vividly recognize that realms of 
human rights are expanding from simply protecting and promoting the human rights of vul-
nerable groups to enhancing healthy democracy in all corners of the world.

Special sessions are arranged outside the category of annual thematic sessions. A session 
on state violence symbolically represents the theme of this year’s Forum, where cities with 
memories of state violence will gather to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the May 18 
Democratization Movement in Gwangju and discuss their process of overcoming the pain 
and conflict through human rights and democracy. The session on sustainability of human 
rights cities will adopt common implementation tasks to connect human rights cities and UN 
Sustainable Development Goals based on the draft framework of the Gwangju 2030 Agenda 
for Human Rights City. This session will also evaluate the past 10 years of the World Human 
Rights Cities Forum and explore the ways to cooperate with the UNESCO ICCAR network and 
its regional network APCAD (Asia Pacific Coalition of Cities Against Discrimination).

There are two more sessions on human rights training. The Blended Learning Course provid-
ed the participants from local governments with human rights training courses and projects 
since last May. In addition, there will be a workshop to exchange information and expertise 
and to promote international collaboration in preparation of the International Human Rights 
Education Center in Gwangju.

Program Structure
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With this common goal in mind, I call on cities and local governments to:
- Place the rights of the most marginalized urban residents at the centre of local government policies and 

budgets, including by making new technologies work for all.  

- Promote participatory, transparent and accountable governance that involves residents in all of public 
policies processes and upholds fundamental rights and freedoms;  

- Engage with the international human rights system to implement the recommendations at local level. 

Colleagues,

More than ever, this is a time for solidarity and strong cooperation. Building back societies with human 
rights at their core demands the mobilisation and active participation of all. It will require decisive action 
and deep collaboration between local and national authorities. Stimulus packages and other relief should 
boost local government capacity and tailored support. 

A strong network of human-rights committed mayors will be critical in moving forward the human rights 
agenda, which could be guided by the elaboration and adoption of guiding principles or global common 
standards. The “human rights cities” movement serves both as an inspiration and a network for sharing 
experiences and best practices.

You can count on my support. I am committed to working with you to ensure cities are a vibrant space in 
which the rights of all residents are respected, protected and fulfilled.
Thank you. 

I am pleased to address this 10th World Human Rights Cities Forum, which also marks the 40th anniver-
sary of the Gwangju grass-roots, pro-democracy uprising.  By declaring itself a human rights city, Gwangju 
has transformed painful memories of the past into a positive force for human rights at local and global 
levels.

In recent years, we have seen worldwide demonstrations for universal rights, often taking place in urban 
public spaces. People are demonstrating for the right to live free from discrimination and deprivation. The 
right to a healthy planet. The right to participation and to an inclusive future. Local governments are at the 
frontline as direct interlocutors for their residents.

Cities have a great potential for enabling social mobilisation and wider participation in policymaking, in-
cluding from excluded groups. They are paramount in promoting and implementing local public policies 
that are human rights based, ensuring that every person can live in security, peace and dignity. 

Local authorities and municipal governments play a critical role. That includes in localizing the New Urban 
Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals, in particular SDG 11 which calls on us to “make cities and 
human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable”. 

To live up to this Goal, cities and local governments need to embrace human rights as a guiding post and a 
common framework for accountability towards their citizens.  That will be essential to ensure we leave no 
one behind.

Globally, COVID-19 has generated an unprecedented health, economic and social crisis that has made 
these challenges even more pressing. COVID-19 has exposed pervasive inequalities and structural dis-
crimination in every society. 

We cannot ignore these challenges – nor should we aim at going back to a “normality” that made us so 
vulnerable in the first place. We have a duty, and a lifetime opportunity, to build back better. That gives us 
an opportunity to rethink and transform cities, making them more inclusive, sustainable and resilient to 
future crises.  

Michelle Bachelet
High Commissioner for Human Rights
UN OHCHR

Keynote Speech
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Ladies and gentlemen, 

In Gwangju, this solidarity and creativity can be seen every day.

The city hosts a number of events in the digital arts field, and earned itself a place as part of UNESCO’s 
Creative Cities Network in 2014.

Given its unique history and commitment to human rights, it is also a very active member of UNESCO’s In-
ternational Coalition of Inclusive and Sustainable Cities.   
During the COVID-19 pandemic, this Coalition has shown how much it has to offer. It has helped member 
cities to find concrete ways of fighting issues such as racism and xenophobia, discrimination and domestic 
violence – all of which have grown alarmingly in recent months.

Some cities have worked to support the victims of domestic violence, for example – by offering legal ad-
vice and tailored support, as in Montevideo, Uruguay; or by running campaigns to raise awareness and in-
crease accountability, as in Mexico. In doing so, these cities are working to make ambitious ideals an every-
day reality, through solidarity and the sharing of best practices. This is exactly what Eleanor Roosevelt was 
talking about when she celebrated another tenth anniversary – that of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, in 1958. Human rights, she said, begin “close to home” – in “places where every man, woman, and 
child seeks equal justice, equal opportunity, equal dignity without discrimination”. 

Making these rights a reality for citizens is the goal of this summit – and I am delighted to add UNESCO’s 
voice to those being heard today.  

Thank you for your attention. 

I am very happy to open this 10th World Human Rights Cities Forum.

I would like to start by thanking the Gwangju Metropolitan Government for hosting this event, which UNE-
SCO is pleased to partner for the first time.

I wished to open this Forum with you because it is in line with one of UNESCO’s deepest convictions: in to-
day's world, cities have an essential role to play.

Firstly, because they are home to more than half of the world's population – and by 2050, two-thirds of 
humankind will live in urban areas.
Secondly, because of their economic and political power, and because of their ability to structure space, 
cities are also key public actors.
Lastly, because cities are true microcosms, places where anything is possible, where anyone can meet and any-
thing can be created – where, very often, we hear dozens of languages spoken in the streets on a daily basis.

For all these reasons, cities are exceptional laboratories, and places where the future is invented – as the 
residents of Gwangju demonstrated when they rose up on 18 May 1980. Cities, therefore have an essen-
tial part to play: as role models, and as drivers for change.

At UNESCO, we are aware of this potential and we believe that it must be put to work for the common 
good. That is why we have brought together all of UNESCO’s city networks within a single Platform – from 
Learning Cities to Creative Cities, from Inclusive and Sustainable Cities to Megacities for Water and Climate.

In doing so, we have one main ambition: that the member cities in each of these different networks can 
benefit from lessons learned across the globe in all the fields covered by our mandate.

The COVID-19 crisis has shown us the true worth of this solidarity between cities.

We saw this solidarity in action after the double explosion that hit Beirut, a UNESCO Creative City for Litera-
ture. Many cities in our network came to the rescue of their sister city, and I would like to thank them for that.

Audrey Azoulay
Director General 
UNESCO

Keynote Speech
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7th October7th October

12:30~15:30 N1 Korea Human Rights Advocates Workshop 31p

Language

Content

Organizer

Opening

Speaker

Korean

Enactment of Human Rights Ordinance and Human Rights Education with Local 

Residents

National Human Rights Commission of Korea

Moderator KWON Hyeok-jang [Korea] 

National Human Rights Commission of Korea, Human Rights Education Director

AHN Shihyeong [Korea] Geumcheon-gu Office Human Rights Specialist

YANG Seul-gi [Korea] 

Geumcheon-gu Ordinance Establishment Commission Commissioner

CHO Hyejin [Korea] Geumcheon-gu Human Rights Commission Commissioner

Live 

Streaming

13:30~15:30 N2 Local Government Human Rights Commissions Workshop 35p

Language

Theme

Organizer

Opening

Speaker

Korean

Discussing human rights issues and deliberations on the drafted agenda

Chungcheongnam-Do Self-Governing Administration Division, Gwangju 

Metropolitan Government Human Rights & Peace Cooperation Office

Host LEE Jinsuk [Korea] 

          Chungcheongnam-do Human Rights Commission Chairperson

YOON Daeki [Korea] Incheon City Human Rights Commission Chairperson

PARK Sukmi [Korea] 

Seoul Metropolitan Government Human Rights Officer, Director of Human Rights 

Protection Team

Closed

16:00~16:20 O1 Opening Ceremony   ※ SBS Broadcast: October 8th 4 pm

 Language

Organizer

Opening 

Remarks

Welcoming 

Speech

Keynote 

Speech

Video

Korean, English, German, French

Gwangju International Center

LEE Yong-sup [Korea] Gwangju Metropolitan City Mayor

CHOI Young-ae [Korea] National Human Rights Commission of Korea Chairperson

Michelle Bachelet UN OHCHR High Commissioner

Audrey Azoulay [France] UNESCO Director-General

10 years of WHRCF

Live 

Streaming

16:20~18:00 P1 Plenary Session 1   ※ SBS Broadcast: October 8th 4 pm 38p

Language
Theme

Organizer
Opening
Speaker

Discussant

Korean, English, German, French
Human Rights Cities: Addressing Social Unrest Learning from the Historical Past
UN OHCHR, RWI, Gwangju International Center 
Moderator JEONG Geun-sik [Korea] WHRCF Planning Committee Chairperson
Marcus König [Germany] City of Nuremberg Mayor
LEE Yong-sup [Korea] Gwangju Metropolitan City Mayor
Fadhel Moussa [Tunisia] Municipality of Ariana Mayor
CHOI Young-ae [Korea] National Human Rights Commission of Korea Chairperson
Bima Arya Sugiarto [Indonesia] City of Bogor Mayor
Claudia López Hernández [Colombia] City of Bogota Mayor
Morten Kjaerum [Denmark] Raoul Wallenberg Institute Director
Todd Howland 
UN OHCHR, Development, Economic and Social Rights Branch Chief

Live 
Streaming

20:00~22:00 S1 Right to the city 45p

Language
Content

Organizer

English
Discussing how civil society and local governments could create new alliances to 
achieve their shared goals regarding social well-being, economic inclusion, and the 
respect for individual and collective rights
Global Platform Right to the City (GPR2C), Kota Kita Foundation, Huairou Commission, 
China Social Equity and Participation Center,  Gwangju International Center

Live 
Streaming

Part 1: Right to the City in Asia - Research Progress

Opening
Speaker

Moderator Nelson Saule Junior [Brazil] POLIS Coordinator
Ming Zhuang [China] Social Equity and Participation Center Director
Su Yun Woo [Singapore] Social Equity and Participation Center Researcher
Fides Bagasao [The Philippines] 
Huairou Commission Regional Organizer for Southeast Asia
SHIN Gyonggu [Korea] 
Human Rights & International Affairs, the City of Gwangju Senior Advisor
Ahmad Rifai [Indonesia] Kota Kita Foundation Co-founder
Fildzah Husna [Indonesia] Kota Kita Foundation Communication Officer

Part 2: Dialogue on Thematic Topic of Right to the City -
Post-Pandemic Cities, Climate Change, Human Settlements

Opening
Speaker

Moderator Henrique Frota [Brazil] POLIS Coordinator
Eva Cuenca Garcia [Spain] 
Barcelona Centre for International Affairs Senior Researcher
Alvaro Sanchez Bravo [Spain] University of Seville Professor
Edesio Fernandes [Brazil] 
International Research Group on Law and Urban Space Founder
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7th October

22:00~24:00 P2 Plenary Session 2 46p

Language

Theme

Organizer

Host

Opening 

Welcoming

Remark

Keynote

Speech

 Speaker

Keynote 

Speech

 Speaker

Closing

Korean, English, Spanish, French

High-level Dialogue:

The future of the International Movement of Human Rights Cities

UN OHCHR, UCLG-CISDP, Gwangju International Center

Moderator Emilia Saiz [Spain] UCLG Secretary General

                     Nada Al-Nashif UN OHCHR Deputy High Commissioner

LEE Yong-sup [Korea] Gwangju Metropolitan City Mayor

LIM Sang-beom [Korea]

Permanent Mission of the Republic of Korea in Geneva Ambassador

Rio Hada UN OHCHR Economic, Social and Cultural Rights Team Leader

Eric Piolle [France] City of Grenoble Mayor

Rohey Malick Lowe [Gambia] City of Banjul Mayor

Marte Mjøs Perse [Norway] City of Bergen Mayor

Mayra Mendoza [Argentina] City of Quilmes Mayor

Mounir Elloumi [Tunisia] City of Sfax Mayor

Aleksandra Dulkiewicz [Poland] City of Gdansk Mayor

Agustin Casanova [Ecuador] City of Portoviejo Mayor

Linda Voortman [Netherlands] City of Utrecht Deputy Mayor

Nada Al-Nashif UN OHCHR Deputy High Commissioner

Shams Asadi [Austria] City of Vienna Human Rights Commissioner

Almudena Ocejo [Mexico]

Mexico City Social Inclusion and Well-Being Secretary

Aida Guillen [Spain] Barcelona Citizens' Rights and Diversity Director

Henri Paul Normandin [Canada] City of Montreal International Relations Director

Lorena Zarate [Argentina] Habitat International Coalition President

Emilia Saiz [Spain] UCLG Secretary General

Nada Al-Nashif UN OHCHR Deputy High Commissioner

Closed

The Seoul district of Geumcheon-gu adopted and published the Human Rights Ordinance on Decem-

ber 31, 2019. Yet since 2015, a sizable number of complaints have discouraged local council members 

in 21 localities across the country from adopting human rights ordinances, according to local news 

outlet News & Joy. However, public opinion in Geumcheon-gu was favorable, with a survey of 800 re-

spondents finding 461 in favor and 339 against. In contrast with other localities, while only 6 out the 

339 against actually had an address in Geumcheon-gu, 341 out of the 461 in favor were registered 

residents in the district. 

Geumcheon-gu’s successful adaptation of the Human Rights Ordinance may be due to the active 

participation of local residents, who were able to effectively manage dissenting voices. The District 

Office shaped these favorable conditions by, for example, offering human rights education programs 

from the second half of 2017, and through the establishment of the Ad-hoc Working Group for Hu-

man Rights Ordinance Legislation in July 2018. Residents who completed the human rights education 

programs at the district Lifelong Education Center organized their own book groups and join the Res-

idents’ Committee, which was an element of the Ad-hoc Working Group. 

Geumcheon-gu government officials who had taken charge of the legislation process emphasized 

that even though it had taken longer, the bottom line is empowering the public in human rights af-

fairs. 

Recently, there have been increasing instances of opposition to human rights legislations at the local 

level, and even reversals of existing ordinances. For this reason, Geumcheon-gu’s experiences can 

serve as a beacon of hope for human rights advocacy administrations in other localities. 

Public Involvement in Human Rights Ordinance Legislation and Human Rights 

Education: Case Study of Geumcheon-gu, Seoul

<Korean Human Rights Advocates Workshop><Korean Human Rights Advocates Workshop>
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N1-01

YANG Seul-gi
Geumcheon-gu Ordinance Establishment Commission Commissioner

After completing three human rights education programs, I became a member of the taskforce team in 

charge of developing Geumcheon-gu Human Rights Ordinances. 

The courses offered by the District Office covered the basic concepts of human rights and various aspects of 

humanrights issues, broadening my view of human rights. Taskforce team activities meanwhile were much 

more practical than the education programs. Taskforce members coordinated and cooperated together, 

sharing their respective views and judgments based on their own experiences of the human rights education 

courses. In-depth discussionson current human rights challenges and issues, along with a free exchanges of 

ideas eventually guided us in developing specific provisions for the district in an appropriate manner. 

As a resident of Geumcheon-gu district, my experiences with the taskforce team activities enabled me not 

only to rethink human rights conditions in my own community, but also to understand the necessary actions 

for laying down practical foundations for a society where inherent human rights are upheld for all, and to un-

derstand the reasons why every citizen needs to practice such actions in their everyday life. 

In addition, thanks to my engagement in the taskforce team, I was able to push the boundaries of “myself,” 

and develop my awareness of human rights. Now I realize that becoming a better citizen is as simple as going 

from “I” to “We.”

It was really delightful to share the spectrum of experiences, values and opinions of people from different 

backgrounds, showing mutual respect and following the deliberation process in shaping specific provisions of 

the Human Rights Ordinances.  

How to make it better

We could improve communication if we had studied legislative processes and timeframes before engaging 

in taskforce team activities, since each and every member had different levels of knowledge on local gover-

nance practices. 

Moreover, if we had known about human right provisions and policies – either under development or already 

in place – we would have been able to make the provisions more expandable and effective. .

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org)    

Lessons and Experiences from 
Geumcheon-gu Human Rights Ordinances 

Taskforce Team

Korea Human Rights Advocates Workshop Abstract N1-02

In 2012, the National Human Rights Commission of Korea (NHRC) issued a recommendation that every local-
ity mustenact and amend ordinances to protect and improve human rights at the local level. Accordingly, in 
2017, Geumcheon-gu District Office launched a series of human rights education programs to increase pub-
lic awareness. 

In July 2019, the Human Rights Ordinance Taskforce team was formed, comprising local residents actively 
involved in human rights education programs and the district’s human rights policies. In July and August, 
the team analyzed the provisions of the NHRC Model Human Rights Ordinance and the relevant provisions 
of human rights ordinances adopted in six leading localities, including Seoul, and then prepared a draft tai-
lor-made for their district. The draft was submitted to human rights policy experts, lawyers and competent 
departments for critical review. 

In response to increasing resistance from several conservative right-wing Christian groups during the notice 
and comment period, taskforce team members collectedsignatures for a petition to adopt the local-level 
ordinances. Public opinion was in favor by 461 to 339. Yet only 6 of 339 against were actually registered res-
idents in Geumcheon-gu, while 341 of the 461 in favor were local residents. This showed that a majority of 
people in the district supported local human rights legislation. 

With favorable public sentiment, the final draft was submitted through the competent department to the 
Rulemaking Review Committee and the District Council. Prior to the motion, each taskforce team member 
personally contacted their respective Council member to inform them of the objectives and trajectories of 
the proposed Human Rights Ordinances. Thereafter, the Geumcheon-gu Human Rights Ordinances bill was 
passed, in its original form, by the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance, and then unanimous-
ly adopted and issued by the General Session on December 31, 2019. 

This enactment should not be confined to a single successful event. Rather, it needs to be seen as an effort 
to create the general settings for local legislation processesthrough human rights education and public par-
ticipation. It was also an attempt to combine two different approaches: the human rights-based approach” 
and conditioning approach.”

The path followed and strategy employed by Geumcheon-gu District in shaping the Human Rights Ordinanc-
es will have significant implications for this year’s WHRCF, “The Future of Human Rights Cities – Local Memo-
ries and Global Sharing.”

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

AHN Shihyeong
Geumcheon-gu Office HR Specialist

Public Involvement in Human Rights 
Legislation and Human Rights Education 

Case Study: Geumcheon-gu, Seoul

Korea Human Rights Advocates Workshop Abstract

Lessons and Experiences from 
Geumcheon-gu Human Rights Ordinances 

Taskforce Team

Public Involvement in Human Rights 
Legislation and Human Rights Education 

Case Study: Geumcheon-gu, Seoul
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Although living in a society that upholds basic human rights, many people are unaware of the exact meaning 
of the term. Minor inconveniences in life are viewed with dissatisfaction, but rarely considered as matters of 
human rights. In some cases, either administrative complaints or criminal proceedings are instituted due to 
the lack of a human rights-based approach. 

Some people associate the term “human rights” with the LGBT community, migrants, or conservative right-
wing Christians. Only a handful of people can provide a clear definition, that “all humans are born equal in 
dignity and rights, and human rights are the rights inherent to all humans.” As a matter of fact, with regard 
to human rights issues, what is taught at school and in society, and what is shown in the mass media, differs 
somewhat from actual experiences in daily life. 

Geumcheon-gu’s “Human Rights Academy” helps to increase residents’ awareness of the importance of hu-
man rights and the need to protect human rights. The academy’s programs introduce the virtue of human-
rights in the spirit of mutual respect, present cases of human rights violations, and seek potential solutions. 
They allow participants to discover what they should do to transform their communities and become more 
human rights friendly. 

The idea of human rights is not difficult, and not beyond our daily lives. In fact, it is directly associated with 
our everyday lives. Some members of society may be unaware of their fundamental rights, others unable 
to help themselves, and others not in a position to ask for help. Geumcheon-gu’s Human Rights Academy 
started two years ago, and has given residents the opportunity to learn what human rights are. Those who 
completed the courses are willing to share what they have learned with their neighbors. 

I consider myself a good example. As one of the first graduates of the Human Rights Academy, I organized a 
book discussion club, now in its third year, in which academy classmates meet regularly to discussbooks on 
human rights affairs. Together with academy graduates and the Human Rights Ordinance Taskforce Team, 
our book club members have contributed to the development and enactment of the Geumcheon-guHuman 
Rights Ordinances. For example, we collected signatures for a petition enacting local-level ordinances, and 
conducted a public poll commemorating Human Rights Day at the district office square. Other activities in-
clude screenings of human rights film, book-reading events, human rights field trips with parents, and more 
programs to improve public understanding and awareness of human rights. 

Human rights education programs and well-coordinated activities are necessary for improving and ensur-
ing human rights. As such, local governments mustsupport the voluntary activities of their residents. Ge-
umcheon-gu’s enactment of the Human Rights Ordinances is an example of the achievements that can be 
made through citizen–government collaboration. In this session, we will discuss further issues, such as the 
challenges faced in the course of implementing the Ordinances, the way to build human rights city for a more 
decent life, and improving collaboration between citizens and local governments. 

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

CHO Hyejin
Geumcheon-gu Human Rights Commission Commissioner

Participation in and Promotion of 
Local Community-based Human Rights 

Education Programs 

N1-03 Korea Human Rights Advocates Workshop Abstract

Participation in and Promotion of 
Local Community-based Human Rights 

Education Programs 

The human rights ordinance sets out the responsibilities and enforcement regulations of 

autonomous local entities to ensure citizens’ human rights. As of 2020, every provincial and 

metropolitan government in Korea has enacted the human rights ordinance, leading to the 

creation and operation of a unit dedicated to human rights’ matters, and a human rights 

commission. However, concerns are increasingly being raised about whether these ordinances 

allocate sufficient enforcement powers to local entities; whether every administrative action is 

being implemented on the basis of human rights’ protection; and whether further assessment is 

needed of the effective of institutional schemes that are meant to be a practical tool protecting 

citizens’ human rights. 

Under the auspices of the 10th World Human Rights Cities Forum’s Network Session, the Local 

Government Human Rights Commission Workshop will focus on the roles of human rights 

commissions at the local level, amongst other institutions and policies adapted and implemented 

according to local government human rights ordinances. This inter-local government meeting will 

also cover other issues, such as the variance between local governments in terms of the status 

and roles of the human rights commission under the existing human rights ordinance framework; 

the variety of roles that are actually being performed by each human rights commission; and 

directions for institutional improvement that can help to establish a solid foundation for the 

human rights commission. 

Effective enforcement of the human rights ordinance requires an independent human rights 

commission with sufficient expertise and substantial operational capacity. This workshop is 

designed to serve as a platform to conduct a critical review of human rights conditions in each 

locality; to share insights; and to facilitate communications between local bodies. 

「Local Government Human Rights Commission Workshop」 

<Local Government Human Rights
Commission Workshop>

<Local Government Human Rights
Commission Workshop>
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The Seoul Urban Demolition Site Human Rights Advocator Group (hereinafter “Advocator Group”) was organized 
following the Yongsan District-4 Incident of 2009 that claimed several lives, including protestors and a police 
officer. The primary objective of this organization is to protect people from inhuman law enforcement practices 
in Seoul. Taking over property under legal supervision can be justifiable. However, in general, the forced eviction 
process is seen in a negative light and reminds us of violence and verbal abuse. Although it is a human rights vi-
olation, this practice has been tolerated in the name of protecting creditor’s rights and has been justified by the 
authorities. The resolution of this issue should be a responsibility of the government. It was unfortunate that a  
similar crisis happened again in the In-duk neighborhood in 2016. Violent eviction practices are still going on.  
 
In order to address this problem, the Advocator Group was formed by the Seoul city government in 2016. In fact, a 
local government does not have that much power to deal with court orders, and legislative measures require long 
and tedious procedures. In such circumstances, as citizens and government employees who are responsible for 
their people, everyone of this group began to rush into the field, involving themselves in monitoring activities. At 
that time, we were ready to report any illegal acts and human rights violations to the police. An urgent need was 
legal experts who could determine the legality of actions and also provide consultations to the evicted residents 
relating to their legal rights and the eviction procedures. Some lawyers gave a helping hand. When the memoran-
dum of understanding between the Seoul city government and the Seoul Bar Association was executed in April 
2017, our morale was high.  
 
For three and half years, from April 2017 through September 17 2020, the Advocator Group undertook more 
than 260 monitoring activities on approximately 430 households at demolition sites of urban redevelopment proj-
ects all over the city.  
 
During this period of time, the Advocator Group has substantially changed the scenery of demolition sites. Im-
provements include the drastic decrease of the so-called “private contractors,” private security personnel in iden-
tifiable uniforms, the suspended execution of court orders during the coldest season (from November through 
February), no physical contact between the evicted and the property owners, an amicable approach to the Ad-
vocator Group’s activities, increasing requests for our attendance at the eviction sites and more. Above all these 
changes, what we are most proud of is that - as far as when we are there - there are is no evictee who is physically 
attacked, or thrown out of their homes without any temporary shelter. Moreover, thankfully, emergency relief ser-
vices are quickly and timely delivered to the evictees by social service personnel from the local ward office.  
 
In addition to our field activities, the Advocator Group organized a task-force with the support of human rights 
lawyers from the Seoul Bar Association. The TF is working on amendment to existing provisions on forced evic-
tions. At the same time, we have developed a close relationship with the National Human Rights Commission, Ju-
diciary, and National Assembly to accelerate legal reform, and also hold conferences and meetings to raise public 
awareness and advocacy about forced eviction and urban redevelopment issues.  
 
Introducing what the Advocator Group does is a way to encourage other localities to pay additional attention to 
human rights violations at their eviction sites. The winds of change are blowing throughout the country, and this 
should lead to more legislative action. Lastly, I hope that every one of you becomes a local human rights watchdog, 
protecting your neighbors from ruthless enforcement practices at evictions and the demolition sites of urban 
planning projects.  
 
*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

Seoul Urban Demolition Site Human 
Rights Advocator Group 

PARK Sukmi
Seoul Metropolitan Government Human Rights Protection Team  Office of Human Right Director

Local Government Human Rights Commission Workshop Abstract N2-02

Article 10 of the Constitutionprovides that all citizens shall be assured of their human worth and dignity, and 

have the right to the pursuit of happiness. It shall be the duty of the State to confirm and guarantee the fun-

damental and inviolable human rights of individuals. States assume obligations and duties under the Consti-

tution to respect, protect, facilitate and fulfill human rights, and the same is true for local governments. 

Local government is an essential element of human rights,not only because it affects the lives of its citizens, 

but also because it is a frontline service provider for minorities left behind. In that respect, an emerging idea 

of human rights encompasses the universal value of human rights, and the city as a basis of life. This encour-

ages cities to be actively involved in human rights affairs previously only discussed at the national level, and 

to ensure a more inclusive community so that every individual can enjoy freedom and benefits within the city. 

Elements that constitute the human rights city include human rights instruments (human rights ordinance, 

charter, and declaration), and human rights implementation bodies (human rights commission, agency, 

center, and officers), as well as human rights policies and programs (human rights monitoring, master plan, 

impact assessment, indicators, education, and policy council) among others. Needless to say, the role of mu-

nicipal administration is not enough on its own. Human rights cities require compelling public voices for hu-

man rights, increased public awareness of human rights, a socialconsensus in human rights protection, and 

human rights networks and collaboration among stakeholders. 

In pursuit of human rights cities, seventeenmajor localities respectively enacted human rights ordinances 

and established human rights commissions by following the recommendations made by the National Human 

Rights Commission of Korea (NHRCK). However, the recently increasing concern is that actual implementa-

tion of these two mechanisms varies depending on local political leadership. In order to regain momentum 

towards sustainable human rights cities, there is a need to modify human rights ordinances and to redefine 

the status of human rights commissions at the local level. Only amending the relevant provisions of the hu-

man rights ordinances will make no practical difference in the status of the human rights commission. Thus, 

there is a need for a more comprehensive overhaul and refitting of other elements, such as human rights 

instruments, human rights implementation bodies, and human rights policies and programs. Amid the global 

pandemic of COVID-19, it is worth recalling the old proverb “Where there is a will, there is a way.” This presen-

tation will explore ways toward sustainable human rights cities, pursuing communication and change.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org)  

YOON Daeki
Incheon City Human Rights Commission Chairperson

Local Government Human Rights Commission Workshop AbstractN2-01

Status and Role of Local-level Human Rights 
Commission for the Human Rights City: 
Legislating Human Rights Ordinances

Status and Role of Local-level Human Rights 
Commission for the Human Rights City: 
Legislating Human Rights Ordinances

Seoul Urban Demolition Site Human 
Rights Advocator Group 
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Marcus König
City of Nuremberg Mayor

Nuremberg 
City of Peace and Human Rights

Plenary Session 1 Abstract P1-01

Nuremberg is more closely related to Nazi history (1933 to 1945) than any other city. It is the place where the 
Nazi Party held their national convention, where the inhumane “Nuremberg Racial Law” was promulgated, and 
where the ruling against the Nazi party leaders and the judicial punishment for Nazi crime was made at the 
Nuremberg trial. Traces of this historic are found in our city’s buildings today. At the site of the former Nazi 
convention and the court, Circuit Court of Justice 600 stand’s as the city’s landmark reminder. The so-called 
“evidence associated with death” there contrasts with The Way of Human Rights, an impressive outdoor 
sculpture and walkway that opened in 1993. The Way of Human Rights is connected by 27 columns, two floor 
slabs, one monument, and one powerful arch, and each part is engraved with one clause from the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. Before construction began, Dr. Peter Sch nlein, former mayor of Nuremberg 
who oversaw the street, said in his on-site congratulatory speech: “Nuremberg is carrying out a rigorous task. 
Our goal is to never again do anything that goes against peace, reconciliation, understanding, and respect for 
human rights.”

Nuremberg city has continued its efforts of self-criticism and reflection on its past. We are seeking to rec-
ognize our responsibility for historical inequity at the community level. Of course, it cannot be said that a few 
buildings fulfill our responsibility of remembering history, but we need a conversation here. There is a need for 
educational work that connects the past and the present. Only talking about the past is not enough. Instead, 
we should think about how to connect the horrible past events with actions to be taken in the future. Only 
when we pay attention to the mechanisms of alienation and violence that are taking place today can we look 
back on the past meaningfully.

Two buildings – the Documentary Records Center and the Nuremberg Memorial Process – have been built on 
the site of former Nazi convention, as a reminder of historic and political memory and as a place of education. 
Here, historical enlightenment and democratic education take place. In these two places, one can see that 
just because people have a homogeneous concept of ‘ethnic community’, it does not mean they can achieve 
community solidarity. These two places also show how the Germany in the past led to the retrogression of 
human civilization with an ideology of social formation that led to racist alienation. The place provides a vari-
ety of tailored education programs for each participating group so that they can learn about the roles and re-
sponsibilities of administrators, police officers, military personnel and legal professionals: the roles they once 
played and the responsibilities these positions fulfill today.
※ The rest is omitted.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

The Seoul district of Geumcheon-gu adopted and published the Human Rights Ordinance on Decem-

ber 31, 2019. Yet since 2015, a sizable number of complaints have discouraged local council members 

in 21 localities across the country from adopting human rights ordinances, according to local news 

outlet News & Joy. However, public opinion in Geumcheon-gu was favorable, with a survey of 800 re-

spondents finding 461 in favor and 339 against. In contrast with other localities, while only 6 out the 

339 against actually had an address in Geumcheon-gu, 341 out of the 461 in favor were registered 

residents in the district. 

Geumcheon-gu’s successful adaptation of the Human Rights Ordinance may be due to the active 

participation of local residents, who were able to effectively manage dissenting voices. The District 

Office shaped these favorable conditions by, for example, offering human rights education programs 

from the second half of 2017, and through the establishment of the Ad-hoc Working Group for Hu-

man Rights Ordinance Legislation in July 2018. Residents who completed the human rights education 

programs at the district Lifelong Education Center organized their own book groups and join the Res-

idents’ Committee, which was an element of the Ad-hoc Working Group. 

Geumcheon-gu government officials who had taken charge of the legislation process emphasized 

that even though it had taken longer, the bottom line is empowering the public in human rights af-

fairs. 

Recently, there have been increasing instances of opposition to human rights legislations at the local 

level, and even reversals of existing ordinances. For this reason, Geumcheon-gu’s experiences can 

serve as a beacon of hope for human rights advocacy administrations in other localities. 

Human Rights Cities: 

Addressing Social Unrest Learning from the Historical Past

<Plenary Session 1>
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Those revolutions that managed to overthrow authoritarian regimes across the Arab World throughout the 

last decade started in the Tunisian city of Sidi Bouzid. In December 17 2010, Mohamed Bouazizi, a young 

street vendor outraged by the violence of a municipal agent, set himself on fire. A grassroots uprising across 

towns in the countryside would follow, reaching the capital city of Tunis on January 14 2011 and forcing the 

President of the Republic into exile and the fall of his regime. Protesters called for “work, freedom and digni-

ty”. The Jasmine Revolution was thus born, giving rise to what would come to be known as the Arab Spring: A 

symbol and a triumph of democracy and human rights over authoritarianism, corruption and the impoverish-

ment of our population. “Plus jamais a” or “Never this again” would become a credo in Tunisia soon after that. 

On the eve of the Revolution’s 10th anniversary we can say that lessons have been well learned, as attested 

by our country’s Constitution adopted on January 27 2014. The chapter dedicated to rights and freedoms 

strengthened civil and political, but also economic, social, cultural and environmental rights, introducing rein-

forced guarantee mechanisms. Another chapter focused also on the reinforcement of decentralization, main-

streaming local government across the national territory and granting local governments’ “free (or autono-

mous) administration”. A new electoral law guaranteed a democratic system for local governments, including 

an independent body for their autonomous organization. Another organic law and other implementation-ori-

ented texts completed this legal body, providing our country with a modern legal framework that broke with 

the former one. For the first time in our country's history, truly democratic municipal elections were held on 

May 6 2018, paving the way for an equally democratic functioning and new spirit for local governments. 

Several recent examples will help us see how, even though civil and political rights have advanced throughout 

these last years, economic and social rights have not kept an equal progress. Social unrest persists across 

households located not only in poor cities. However, it should be noted that a paradox has recently emerged 

as a result of a certain “popular disappointment” after the democratic revolution, which has not provided the 

dignity so long awaited. A certain feeling of regret for the old regime is well perceptible, something which con-

tradicts the “never this again” credo. Historical lessons therefore fluctuate. We need to persist in defending 

democracy and human rights by making “the city” flourish as a lever for development and economic progress, 

which is currently lacking and which will help “promote a narrative and understanding of inclusion, human 

rights and democracy”. 

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

Fadhel Moussa
Municipality of Ariana Mayor

Addressing Social Unrest and Learning 
from the Historical Past 

Plenary Session 1 Abstract P1-03P1-02

‘The Human Rights City of Gwangju’ today has grown upon countless historical experiences. This year, es-

pecially, celebrates the 40th anniversary of the May 18 Democratic Movement. Gwangju in May 1980 was a 

place of human rights and democracy which Gwangju citizens sacrificed themselves to preserve. 

Then, the Asian Human Rights Charter was declared in Gwangju in 1998 and the documents and records of 

the May 18 Democracy Movement were registered with the UNESCO Memory of the World Program in 2011. 

Through these, May 18 has become a historic event symbolizing human rights, making the City of Gwangju a 

representative human rights city.

The City of Gwangju has been implementing different institutions and methods to protect and promote 

citizens’ human rights. Some representative examples are the Human Rights Charter, human rights indica-

tors, the human rights village project, and the world human rights cities forum. The human rights policies of 

Gwangju have been adopted by other domestic cities and have influenced global society.

The world is now suffering great pains and damages due to COVID-19. It is the most urgent task for the hu-

man rights camp is to protect the health and lives of mankind against this new disease. The City of Gwangju 

is fighting the COVID-19 outbreak with ‘the May 18 Gwangju spirit’ which prioritizes human rights, democra-

cy, and solidarity. 

The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and UNESCO co-host the World Human Rights Cities Forum 

which celebrates the end of its first decade this year. The support and joint practices at the UN agency level 

should be more actively developed for the partnership for ‘the localization of human rights.’ 

The City of Gwangju will develop inter-human rights cities joint projects and expand more practical human 

rights solidarity. For this purpose, we propose the ‘Gwangju Human Rights City Agenda 2030’. The City of 

Gwangju will also operate in full scale, a Gwangju International Human Rights Education Center from 2021. 

We plan to run educational programs on such subjects as municipal development strategy based on human 

rights, and the likes. 

The City of Gwangju has also presented and is planning to promote in full scale the ‘Gwangju-style AI-Green 

New Deal Roadmap’ to become a ‘carbon-neutral energy-independent city’ by 2045 in an effort to cope with 

future threats such as infectious diseases and climate changes. We will do our best lest climate disasters en-

danger human rights.

We necessitate practical solidarity for human rights to overcome the various dangers that mankind encoun-

ters and to build up a sustainable human rights communities. The City of Gwangju will do our best to imple-

ment such human rights solidarity together with international organizations, local governments worldwide 

and NGOs. Thank you very much!

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

LEE Yong-sup
Gwangju Metropolitan City Mayor

Plenary Session 1 Abstract

The Memory of Gwangju and 
Solidarity for Human Rights Communities
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*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

Bima Arya Sugiarto
City of Bogor Mayor

Plenary Session 1 Abstract P1-05

It is imperative to build a human rights city, where every function of the city is based on human rights values, 

allowing people to enjoy equal rights in their daily lives without discrimination, and feel safe. The concept of 

a human rights city is an important instrument to realize universal human rights ideologies and democratic 

values at the municipal level. 

In Korea, many municipal governments have adopted ordinances to protect the rights of social minorities. 

They also have enacted a comprehensive human rights ordinance to accelerate their own version of human 

rights city programs. However, an increase in hatred and discrimination against social minorities such as mi-

grants, refugees, women, and LGBTs, has been witnessed. For example, online communities are exposed to 

the denial and distortion of historical events, in particular relating to the May 18 Gwangju Democratization 

Movement and Jeju April 3, and hate speech towards specific localities (especially Gwangju and Jeonnam) 

and specific groups of people (namely pro-democracy activists). 

 

Legislation is needed to make equality a core principle of society, and so eradicate these politics of hatred 

and underlying discriminatory practices. To this end, the National Human Rights Commission submitted a 

recommendation for an equality act to the National Assembly in June this year. The existence of the equality 

act will at least ensure society’s collective awareness of discrimination. An increased public understanding of 

discrimination against social minorities will reduce the risks of such practices occurring. Moreover, the equal-

ity act will bring an opportunity to undertake corrective measures to rectify discriminatory practices and sys-

tems. Since local governments’ responsibilities for promoting equality are specified in the draft, each entity 

will, by law, be obliged to adopt and implement further ordinances and policies for greater equality. By doing 

so, the equality act will lay a foundation for human rights, and facilitate human rights institutions and human 

rights cities at the municipal level. 

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

P1-04 Plenary Session 1 Abstract

Human Rights City and Equality Act

CHOI Young-ae
National Human Rights Commission of Korea Chairperson
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The role of historical memory and how to safeguard human rights in our cities, especially in these difficult 

times of global pandemic, of climate emergency, of collective mobilization and social protest, of accumulated 

demands from our societies, in particular from women and young people, is a great challenge of our time. 

 

In Bogota, we are working to build historical memory from the past, becoming the epicenter of peace and 

reconciliation in our country, trying to leave behind a 60 years old armed conflict following the signing of a 

peace agreement with the former FARC.  

 

But also, we are building historical memory from our present, facing many challenges on urban reconciliation 

to overcome social and economic gaps, inequalities affecting especially women and young people, and lead-

ing from the Mayor´s Office the process of achieving a genuine police reform. That will certainly lead our city 

to build forgiveness, truth and reconciliation for the present and future generations.  

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

Plenary Session 1 AbstractP1-06

Claudia López Hernández 
City of Bogota Mayor

The Right to the City envisions cities and human settlements as common goods that should be shared 
and benefit all members of the community. It has been an alternative and fruitful framework to some 
of the most pressing challenges of our time: social injustice, inequality, spatial segregation, discrimina-
tion, and environmental degradation, among others. The fact that these challenges are faced by most 
cities across the world calls for a set of collaborative efforts and strategies from multi-stakeholder en-
tities, as well as exchanges of knowledge between researchers and organizations. At the same time, 
there's an urgent need to sharpen our local understanding in order to view right to the city in a broad-
er perspective and also develop knowledge about its practices in the local context.  
 
This moment in the global pandemic has further exposed increasingly complex problems in our cities. 
Urban citizens around the world are struggling with problems that have actually always been there but 
have been exacerbated by the pandemic. As cities grapple to recover from the pandemic, there is no 
better time to reflect and reimagine a more resilient and democratic urban process. Now, more than 
ever, a strengthened civil society is crucial in building a sustainable and just city for all. Thus, the Right 
to The City framework plays a key role in guiding discussions and developing policies to overcome 
these complex urban challenges.  
 
The World Human Rights Cities Forum (WHRCF) has been held this last 10 years consecutively in 
Gwangju, South Korea and has consistently created a space to promote the framework of human 
rights and how cities and local governments could use it towards a more sustainable and just society. 
These are values that are also shared by the Right to The City, a concept that is manifested in compo-
nents observing the process of urban development in cities. The forum invites networks to promote 
these values and to establish broader coalition. 
 
As a dynamic and diverse region of growth, Asia is a region that has experienced rapid urbanization 
and globalization. Challenges confronting the cities in Asia provide important insights regarding the 
Right to City and from a regional perspective. Therefore, this session aims to share deeper observa-
tions regarding the Right to The City practices from researchers who are currently conducting their 
research in 4 countries in Asia: Indonesia, The Philippines, South Korea, and China. We would like to 
explore not only the local context of the issue but also exchange learnings between each process as 
well. How has human rights perspectives in the region shifted and what does it mean for strengthen-
ing civil society? The session will also host thematic presentations prepared by 3 researchers sharing 
their findings in Asia related to climate change, post-pandemic urban development, and housing and 
urban settlement. This opportunity is intended to encourage more meaningful discussion about Right 
to The City, as well as determining next steps and potential collaborations in the near future. 

Shifting Perspectives & Strengthening Civil Society in Asia 

<Right to the City>
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Since the proclamation of the first human rights city in 1997 (Rosario), a great number of local gov-

ernments across the world have embraced a human rights framework in their local agenda. Pioneer 

cities, towns and territories from different regions have shown the potential of developing rights 

based actions to embolden transformation and face the most pressing social, economic and environ-

mental challenges faced by our societies, while promoting more accountable and democratic institu-

tions committed to defend citizens’ fundamental rights.

Continuous efforts carried out by these LRGs have been instrumental in giving new life to the global 

struggle to defend and promote human rights. Indeed, local government action has given to human 

rights a concrete approach through local implementation, developing new visions of human rights 

challenges and priorities from a city perspective: gender equality, non-discrimination, access to ad-

equate housing, peace culture, participatory democracy, common goods, inclusion of migrants etc. 

They have acquired extensive experience in the realization of human rights at the local level, often in 

dialogue and collaboration with civil society.

Local governments involved in this movement have equally contributed to a great extend to the con-

solidation of the concept of “human rights-based approach” and “localization” of human rights in the 

framework of both public services and public policies. At the international level, this commitment led 

to the adoption by UCLG, the global network of United Cities and Local Governments, of the “Global 

Charter-Agenda for Human Rights in the City” (2011, World Congress of Florence) and enshrined the 

Right to the City in UCLG Agenda of 2016-2020.

Since 2015, the UN Human Rights Council launched a recognition process on the “Role of local gov-

ernments in the promotion and protection of human rights”. After several collaborations, UCLG and 

its Committee on Social inclusion, participatory democracy and human rights co-organized with the 

OHCHR a first meeting with local governments representatives, calling to the strengthening and ex-

tension of the “human rights cities” movement (Geneva Meeting, July 2019).

At the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the World Human Rights Cities Forum and 40 years an-

niversary of Gwangju’s democratic uprising, this session aims to organize a high-level discussion 

between local governments representatives on the future of the international movement of human 

rights cities, exploring ways to better engage with the UN Human-Rights system, in the framework of 

next Resolution on the “Role of local governments in the promotion and protection of human rights” 

to be adopted in September 2020.

· Acknowledge the framework of the new Resolution of the UN Human Rights Council and discuss 

ways to enhance the links between local governments and their networks and the UN Human Rights 

system in the next two years

· Explore the possibility to launch a revision process of UCLG’s Global Charter Agenda of Human Rights 

in the City, at the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the Charter in 2021

High-level Dialogue 

The future of the International Movement of Human Rights Cities

<Plenary Session 2>
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8th October8th October

12:30~15:30 T1 Social Economy 54p

Language
Theme

Organizer
Opening
Speaker

Discussant

Korean, English
Establishing a Sustainable Social Economy: Community Spirit
Gwangju Support Center for Social Economy
Moderator LEE Jeong-il [Korea] Gwangju Social Economy Association Chairperson
RYU Gwangsu [Korea] Gwangju Social Enterprise Council Representative
KIM Jaekyung [Korea] Daegu Social Economy Center President
KWARK Laurence [France] Global Social Economy Forum (GSEF) General Secretary
CHOI Hyeokjin [Korea] Korea Veterans Health Service Administration Director
JANG Minyeoung [Korea] Gwangju Village Business Association Representative
YOON Bongran [Korea] 
Gwangju Social Economy Research & Platform Chief Director

Live 
Streaming

12:30~15:30 S2 Korean Network of Cities of Memory 59p

Language
Theme

Organizer
Opening

Presenter
Discussant

Korean
Local Government Network for the Realization of Transitional Justice
Jeju Special Self-Governing Province, Jeju Provincial Council
Moderator JEONG Min-gu [Korea]
                     Jeju Special Self-Governing Provincial Council Vice Chairperson
LIM Jae-sung [Korea] Lawfirm HAEMARU Lawyer
JU Cheolhui [Korea] Space History FRIEND Researcher
JUNG Gudo [Korea] Nogeun-ri International Peace Foundation Chief Director
KIM Hee-song [Korea] CNU the May 18 Institute Research Professor
SEO Changho [Korea]
Protesting against Poverty＆Discrimination Solidarity for HR Activist
YANG Jeongsim [Korea] Jeju 4·3 Peace Foundation, Head of Research Department

Live 
Streaming

12:30~15:30 S3 Global Youth Session on the Right to Housing 61p

Language
Theme

Organizer
Opening
Keynote 
Speech

Speaker

Presenter

Korean, English
Right to Housing in the COVID-19 Era
Korean National Committee for UN-HABITAT
LEE Hayoung [Korea] Korean National Committee for UN-HABITAT Working Group
HONG Jeonghoon [Korea]
Korea Center for City and Environment Research Researcher
BAEK Kyungha [Korea]
Korean National Committee for UN-HABITAT Working Group
KIM Inyoung [Korea] Korean National Committee for UN-HABITAT Working Group
LEE Hayoung [Korea] Korean National Committee for UN-HABITAT Working Group
Julieta Perucca [Canada] The Shift Deputy Director
Raphael Obonyo [Kenya] The Youth Congress Director
Ana Karina Bernal [Ecuador] UN-Habitat Program Analyst
Desiree Kameka Galloway [U.S.A]
Madison House Autism Foundation, Director of Autism Housing Networks

Live 
Streaming

13:00~17:00 S4 State Violence and Trauma 66p

Language
Contents
Organizer

Opening
Speaker

Korean, English, Chinese
State Violence and Trauma from the perspective of Healing
Gwangju Trauma Center, Seoul National University Asia Center
Moderator CHOI Jung-gie [Korea, Chonnam National University Professor]
KIM Seong-nae [Korea] Sogang University Emeritus Professor
Fang-long SHIH [England] London School of Economics and Political science, Co-
director of the LSE Taiwan Research Programme
Hua-Yuan HSUEH [Taiwan] National Chengchi University Professor
Yoshihisa AMAE [Japan] Chang Jung Christian University Associate Professor
NOH Yongseok [Korea] Pukyong National University Professor
Doreen BERNATH [Ireland] Architectural Association Projective Cities Programme 
Projective Cities MPhil Course Master
Stavroula Tsirogianni [Greece] 
Chinese University of Hong Kong Shenzhen Senior Lecturer
MYUNG Jiwon [Korea] Gwangju Trauma Center Director
Lisa Henry [U.S.A]
International Rehabilitation Council of Torture Victims Secretary General
JUNG Keun-sik [Korea] Seoul National University Professor

Live 
Streaming

13:00~19:00 S5 Human Rights Paper Presentation Session 73p

Language
Theme

Organizer

English
Human Rights Cities and Sustainable Development: Historical Developments and 
Current Challenges in building Inclusive, Healthy, Sustainable and Climate-Resilient 
Cities for the Future
RWI, GIC, The Education & Research Program for Fostering Cultural Memory 
Curators, The Institute of British and American Cultural Studies

Live 
Streaming

Session 1: Diversity of Human Rights Challenges at the Local Level 

Opening

Speaker

Moderator Robert Grotjohn [U.S.A]
                      Former) Chonnam National University, Department of English  
                                       Literature Professor
Shahnawaz [Pakistan] The May 18 Memorial Foundation International Staff
Brandon Callegari [U.S.A] Princeton University, School of Public and International 
Affairs Undergraduate Student
Cesare Ottolini [Italy] International Alliance of Inhabitants Coordinator

Session 2: Institutional Developments in Local Governance

Opening

Speaker

Moderator KIM Seonghoon [Korea]
                     Chonnam National University, Department of English Literature Professor
Andrew Wolman [U.S.A] University of London Lecturer
Andy Omar [Indonesia] Gadjah Mada University School of Law Associate Professor
Joshua Cooper [U.S.A] Hawaii Institute for Human Rights Executive Director
Irma Marisol Hernandez [El Salvador]
Save the Children El Salvador Office Program Support Officer
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8th October8th October

Session 3: Keeping Community Spirit in the Time of COVID-19

Opening

Speaker

Moderator KIM Yeonmin [Korea]

                     Chonnam National University, Department of English Literature Professor

Mahbul Haque [Bangladesh]

Bangladesh Centre for Human Rights and Development Chairperson

Janet Doughty [New Zealand] Royal Commission Support Officer

Ingrid R. R. Leiria [Brazil] Korea University PhD Candidate

Dominika Sadowska [Poland] 

Polish Institute for Human Rights and Business Policy Expert

Beata Faracik [Poland] 

Polish Institute for Human Rights and Business, President of the Board

Session 4: Localizing Human Rights and Sustainable Development

Opening

Speaker

Moderator Alejandro Fuentes [Argentina] Raoul Wallenberg Institute Senior 

Researcher

Joyce John [Pakistan] Korea University PhD Candidate

Markus Möstl [Austria]

International Centre for the Promotion of Human Rights at the Local and Regional 

Levels Senior Researcher

Chloé Marty [Sweden] 

Lund University, Department of Development Studies Masters Candidate

Dikshya Gautam [Nepal] 

Lund University, Department of Development Studies Masters Candidate

Unang Mulkhan [Indonesia] Lampung University, Director of SDGs Center

13:30~15:30 N3 Anti-Discrimination 74p

Language

Theme

Organizer

Opening

Speaker

Presenter

Korean

Overcoming Social Disasters and Hate Discrimination

National Human Rights Commission of Korea

Moderator JEONG Moonja [Korea]

                      National Human Rights Commission of Korea Standing Commissioner

HAN Sanghie [Korea] Konkuk University Law School Professor

YI Zoon-il [Korea] National Human Rights Commission of Korea Commissioner

LEE Wan [Korea] Solidarity for Asian Human Rights and Culture Co-representative

LEE Seung-hyun [Korea] Yonsei University Lecturer

PARK Hanhee [Korea]

Korean Lawyers for Public Interests and Human Rights Attorney at law

Live 

Streaming

15:30~17:30 S6 International Human Rights Policy Session 77p

Language

Theme

Organizer

Opening

Speaker

Korean, English

The Role of Cities in Combating Corruption and Strengthening Human Rights

RWI, Embassy of Sweden in Korea

Moderator Jakob Hallgren [Sweden] Embassador of Sweden in Seoul

Morten Kjaerum [Denmark] Raoul Wallenberg Institute Director

KIM Soo A [Korea] Ministry of Justice Human Rights Policy Division Director

SEO Cheol-mo [Korea] Hwaseong City Mayor

Clara Brugada Monina [Mexico] City of Iztapalapa Mayor

Figen Karahan [Turkey] Istanbul City Council Member

Cecilia Berglin [Sweden]

The Swedish Association of Local Authorities and Regions (SALAR) Senior Advisor

Ali Imran [Pakistan] UCLG-ASPAC Country Team Leader for Pakistan

Live 

Streaming

16:00~19:00 T2 Environment 85p

Language

Consecutive

Interpretation

Theme

Organizer

Opening

Speaker

Discussant

Korean, English

Japanese

Nuclear Power Plants and Human Rights

Korean Federation for Environmental Movements Gwangju, No Nuke Solidarity 

Gwangju Jeonnam 

Moderator BAE Jeonghwan [Korea] 

                     Chonnam National University Vice Dean of Department of Economics

AOTA Yoshiyuki [Japan] 

NPO Corporation Support Center Pia Representative Director

AHN Jaehun [Korea] Korea Federation for Environmental Movements (KFEM), 

Director of Energy & Climate Change

HWANG Bunhee [Korea]

Wolseong Nuclear Power Migration Measure Committee Vice Chairperson

KIM Hyunwoo [Korea] No Nukes News Steering Committee Chairperson

KANG Unjoo [Korea] Busan Energy Justice Action Activist

YOON Jongho [Korea] Gochang County Citizens' Action for a Nuclear-Free World 

Steering Committee Chairperson

Live 

Streaming
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8th October8th October

16:00~19:00 T3 The Elderly 88p

Language

Theme

Organizer

Opening

Speaker

Discussant

Korean, English

Lives and Memories of Elderly Victims of State Violence, and the Role of 

Community

Korean Information & Referral Service Center on Aging, Gwangju Namgu Senior 

Club

Moderator YANG Chulho [Korea] Dongshin University Professor

David Dolinger [U.S.A] May 18 Foreign Witness

YANG Seong-Ju [Korea] 

Memorial Committee of the jeju April 3rd Uprising and Massacre Organizing 

Chairperson

JU Cheolhui [Korea] Space History FRIEND Researcher

KIM Chongse [Korea] 

Busan Democratic Movement Memorial Association Board Member

JEONG Jongmin [Korea] Seoul National University Social Science Researcher

CHOI Yongju [Korea] 

The May 18 Democratization Movement Truth Commission Investigation Officer

Live 

Streaming

16:00~19:00 N4 UN SDGs and Human Rights 93p

Language

Contents

Organizer

Opening

Speaker

Discussant

Korean, English

UN Sustainable Development Goals and Human Rights

Gwangju Council for Sustainable Development, Local Sustainability Alliance

of Korea, Korea Institute Center for Sustainable Development

Moderator PARK Rae-gun [Korea] SARAM (HR Institute) Activist

Birgitte Feiring [Denmark] 

The Danish Institute for Human Rights, Director of HR and Development

Hans Sakkers [Netherlands] City of Utrecht International Strategy Advisor

PARKCHA Ok-kyung [Korea] 

Korea Center for Sustainable Development Senior Advisor

SEO Mihwa [Korea] 

National Human Rights Commission of Korea Commissioners for human rights

PARK Yae-ahn [Korea] GongGam Human Rights Law Foundation Attorney at Law

KIM Hyung-wan [Korea] Korea Human Rights Policy Institute Director

YUN Heecheol [Korea] 

Gwangju Council for Sustainable Development Secretary General

Live 

Streaming

20:00~22:00 P3 Plenary Session 3 97p

Language

Theme

Organizer

Opening

Keynote 

Speech

Speaker

Discussant

Korean, English

Local Governments Building the Post COVID-19 world: Public Services and

Human Rights Challenges

UCLG-CISDP, UNESCO, UCLG ASPAC, ADN, GIC 

Introduction Amanda Martinez [Spain] UCLG-CISDP Coordinator

Moderator Bernadia Tjandradewi  [Indonesia] UCLG-ASPAC Secretary General

Gabriela Ramos [Mexico] 

Social and Human Sciences at UNESCO Assistant Director-General

Alex Walker [New Zealand] Central Hawke's Bay District Council Mayor

LEE Jae-jun [Korea] Goyang City Mayor

Philippe Rio [France] City of Grigny Mayor

KIM Jonghyo [Korea] 

Gwangju Metropolitan City Deputy Mayor for Administrative Affairs

Vijay Sarawagi  [Nepal] City of Birgunj Mayor

Balakrishnan Rajagopal UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Housing

Tom Chou [Taiwan] Mayor’s Office for External Affairs Commissioner

Madelaine Y. Alfelor [The Philippines] City of Iriga Mayor

Lucia Beamud [Spain] Equality, Gender Policies and LGBT Counsellor of Valencia

Sue Vize [Australia] UNESCO Bangkok Office ASPAC Regional Adviser

Rebecca Malay [The Philippines]

Chairperson of the Board at the Global Call to Action Against Poverty

Alissa Wahid [Indonesia] Gusdurian Network Indonesia National Director

Live 

Streaming
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The economy for a community of beautiful people
- A social economy has an economic structure of a community for mutual benefits and sharing.
- Surplus values obtained through the activities of an economic organization (corporation) are not monopo-

lized by the minority.
- Resources and experiences of corporate activities are shared with the community.

The meaning of COVID-19
- Competition and monopoly are expected to come to an end.
- Belief that modern lifestyle will change.
- Local dispersion and small scale more popular than central concentration and large scale.
- Expectation that producer-centered economy (commercial corporation) will change into a consumer (indi-

vidual and community)-oriented economy.

Social economy at the local level during COVID-19
- Taking the lead in public prevention of epidemics (free prevention of epidemics for local children’s centers)
- Continuous activities for the prevention of epidemics through network of social enterprise-health authorities 
- Activities to produce and share masks centered on social (community) enterprises
- Development of epidemic prevention products (disinfectants etc.), shared with the community and sold 

Social economy at the national level during COVID-19
- Collection of support items (money and goods) during outbreak of COVID-19 in Daegu City and Gyeongbuk 

Province
- Visiting Daegu City to deliver support items and meet with residents
- Participation in national network for coping with COVID-19 (supporting corporations’ preventions of epi-

demics and sharing information)

Social economy tasks for COVID-19 exit strategy
- Efforts to expand social awareness of a social economy’s value based on community
- Developing and distributing the products (services etc.) related directly to COVID-19
- Enhancing the community orientation when selling and distributing the products
- Efforts to actively participate in a post-COVID-19 economic model

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org)  

RYU Gwangsu
Gwangju Social Enterprise Council Representative

Community-centered Efforts and Responses for 
the COVID-19 Exit Strategy

Focusing on the Gwangju's Cases of a Social Economy

Social Economy Abstract T1-01

Sustainability of Social Economy through Community Spirit in the Post COVID-19 Era 

The sense of community is often expressed in social values such as reciprocity, solidarity, participa-

tion, sympathy and sharing, which are generally considered fundamental elements of social economy 

organizations. Social economy enterprises aim to serve all of their members and community, instead 

of striving for the profit of a limited number of individuals or sub-groups. A community-oriented 

mindset is the key factor for successful social economy systems and economic sustainability. Social 

economy practices will be fertile, prosperous and sustainable as long as they are built upon a sound 

community-oriented mindset. 

In the post COVID-19 era, there is increasing recognition of the need to create spaces where in-depth 

discussions on “social economy and community spirit” can be undertaken to develop strategies that 

help address these new challenges and ensure the sustainability of social economy organizations. Un-

der the theme “Sustainability of Social Economy: Community Spirit,” the 10th World Human Right Cit-

ies Forum 「Social Economy」 session will bring local and global experts together to share their insights 

on the post COVID-19 exit strategy, and to interlock with public policy at the local level. Focusing on 

the community spirit of social economy, the session will enable participants to review the present sit-

uation and share opinions on how to shape communities more sustainably in the future. 

Sustainability of Social Economy: Community Spirit

<Social Economy>
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Social Economy Abstract T1-03

The Sustainability of Social Economy 
Led by Community and Region

KWARK Lorence
Secretary General of the International Economic Council

2020 is a year when the social economy, like any other economic sector, has faced many crises and challenge. 
Since January 2020 when the first COVID-19 case in China started to spread to East Asia, Asia and Europe and 
throughout the world, the number of COVID-19 confirmed cases reported to WHO as of 10:41 am on September 
6, 2020 has increased to 26,726,982 including 876,152 deaths.

This has made the world face unprecedented public hygiene, health care, and quarantine crises that has affected 
all countries whether they are either developed or underdeveloped countries, Also, the social and economic crisis 
that COVID-19  pandemic had brought has also led to the largest economic, industrial and employment crises 
since the World War II. As a result, the increase in poverty and unemployment is also accelerating the gap of in-
equality that has remained as the most pressing policy challenges of all countries covering developed and devel-
oping countries over the past decades. Therefore, the current situation creates a compelling task for central and 
local government officials and policy makers around the world, as well as for many people working for social econ-
omy and social innovation to cope with the crisis. The task is to change the system that fundamentally redefines 
the connectivity and interdependence of the economy, community and ecosystem. 

No one has foreseen this crisis, that has driven the world back again into a harsh economic crisis beyond the finan-
cial crises that have regularly struck the world in the past. This crisis has led to the recognition that the world will 
no longer be able to sustain the limitations of globalization and global new-liberalism, which has been on the rise 
over the past few decades. There are also limitations to a industrial-capitalist civilization. In the face of immense 
challenges brought by this crisis, there is an even more compelling demand for a shift to a new paradigm that can 
overcome the barriers of ecological limitations and social-economic inequality. This is why the worries about the 
urgency of transition are deepening. 

In the process of coping with the COVID-19 pandemic crisis, it has become clear why we are paying attention to 
the role and potential of the social economy that may serve as a key driver and potential to set the direction and 
lead the new paradigm of post-corona era. First, the social economy has been noted for its role as an alternative 
to the failure of government and market. In fact, its focus on citizen’s voluntary participation and collaboration 
has enabled its timely response to the social need, with its strong resilience between economic revival and elusive 
disinfection task. In this process, the social economy has shown the potential of a new paradigm seeking an ap-
propriate balance between the two task: One is to establish protection and reciprocity and the other is to secure 
economic efficiency. The rise of the new paradigm has brought a new awareness why the sustainability of the 
social economy should be built on the cyclical regional economic system  centered on regions and communities 
not on the global value chance. This is why we believe that all countries affected by the crisis must join this new 
awareness in solving the serious challenges that face us all now. 

In conclusion, this challenging task demands an ecological transition through a new economic paradigm and the 
"Green New Deal“. The call for the new transition explains the reason why the new change must be driven by a 
regional and community-based ecosystem of social economy that centers on circulation, recovery, reciprocal rela-
tionship and value, not by the paradigms of global finance and global value chain seeking infinite profits. 

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 
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Since Korea’s first large coronavirus outbreak on February 18th, “precious” daily life was suspended in the re-
gion, and the unpredictable situation remains six months later. As long-term responses prevail over short-term 
perspectives, the local social economy is seeking a sustainable long-term approach together for an exit strategy.
COVID-19 has forced new changes in each and every area of local society, going beyond social economy, and re-
quiring new cooperation and turning-over strategy for a proactive response.

Regional social economy groups are seeking survival, and a way out of this sudden challenge. Internally, they 
work on communal discussions and careful consultations and at the same time, they try to boost cooperation 
and reciprocal networks externally. They are trying transfer and innovation to alter-economic groups along the 
path to reshape the local society into a ‘good’ society, while concerning ‘inborn’ roles of the social economy.

This presentation describes how the social economy of Daegu reacted to the crisis that came close to the col-
lapse of our lives and society. It is going to trace the processes behind the establishment of social capital through 
mutual ties among local groups for social economy. Moreover, it will describe the process of actualization of col-
lective effort to social and economic outcome.

Regional social economy groups are seeking survival, and a way out of this sudden challenge. Internally, they 
work on communal discussions and careful consultations and at the same time, they try to boost cooperation 
and reciprocal networks externally. They are trying transfer and innovation to alter-economic groups along the 
path to reshape the local society into a ‘good’ society, while concerning ‘inborn’ roles of the social economy.

This presentation describes how the social economy of Daegu reacted to the crisis that came close to the col-
lapse of our lives and society. It is going to trace the processes behind the establishment of social capital through 
mutual ties among local groups for social economy. Moreover, it will describe the process of actualization of col-
lective effort to social and economic outcome.

The local social economy groups tried to understand the detailed reality of the damage and come up with a joint 
public–private policy plan, as well as support for those affected, based on the database from the public-private 
network (public corporate, middle groups for support, sectoral and regional consultative bodies). At the same 
time, they quickly dispensed necessary items including masks and packed meals for neighbors in difficulties. 
Voluntary activities for sharing began here and there across the city, in accordance with the social economy’s 
symbiotic values. The groups were the first to begin this meaningful work, that neither independent companies 
or corporate consultative groups took involvement in.
※ The rest is omitted.
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Community-centered Endeavors and Responses 
for a COVID-19 Exit Strategy

Focus on Social Economic Examples from Daegu
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CHOI Hyeokjin
Korea Veterans Health Service Administration Director

It is not yet possible to predict when COVID-19 will end, but we believe that its challenges will be overcome as 

various treatments and preventions, including a vaccine, are developed in the near future.

The problem is that it will take a considerable amount of time to create a new society that goes beyond the 

climate crisis believed to be behind COVID-19, and the modern industrial civilization that caused it. Until this is 

achieved, unpredictable disasters similar to COVID-19 are more likely to attack us.

Many people, of various social status and life style, have asserted that strengthening the spirit of community is 

very important. There are also calls for a new social network and a restructuring of the economic base of soci-

ety, as they are centered on a local unit. They all come from the same context and are timely and valid opinions.

By the way, when talking about community, we must always consider both sides of the community. A commu-

nity has the positive aspect of a network of relations in which its members help each other as they maintain 

face-to-face relationships. However, on the other hand, it is also an old relationship; an hierarchical and closed 

structure that rejects change. We should be wary of a community that is regarded as a miniature version of the 

inequalities and gaps, the current issue exposed in the COVID era, as they are. The prospect for a democratic 

and open community should be clarified and the networks between individual communities should be strength-

ened.

Fortunately, social economy and social values are newly highlighted. The flow of realizing social values that 

started in the public is spreading to the shared values among social sectors. I hope that it may be the basis of 

the spirit of community. The expanding social economy will promote changes in economic and social relations 

at the local level. As a social economy creates opportunities for more people, the vision of a new community 

will be more feasible. For it, it should be possible to realize an economy of scale based on participation and net-

works. Small things are not beautiful, but a huge network of small things will get to be a beautiful alternative.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 
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Korea has experienced brutal state violence in its modern history, such as the Japanese 
occupation, Korean War and military junta. Such incidents only began to receive public attention 
after the June Struggle of 1978, the May 18 Gwangju Democratization Movement in 1980, 
and several known massacres from the Korean War. President Kim Dae-jung paved the new 
way towards fact-finding and seeking truth with the establishment of the Presidential Truth 
Commission on Suspicious Deaths. His successor President Roh Moo-hyun also exerted efforts 
to achieve various kinds of institutional reform. However, efforts to achieve transitional justice 
faced major setbacks under conservative regimes from 2013 to 2017. Although President Moon 
Jae-in has been leading the frontline against the deep-rooted evils of Korean society and politics, 
the 20th National Assembly of Korea failed to pass a bill to amend and enact several special acts 
relating to mass atrocities before and during the 1950-1953 Korean War, due to heavy resistance 
from historically opposition parties, and arduous bureaucratic procedures. 

A number of special acts have been adopted to deal with the Jeju 4·3 and other mass civilian 
killings before and during the Korean War, with rehabilitation and support packages provided 
to victims and their families accordingly. However, these special acts are limited in terms 
of reparations and investigations; for example, the Jeju 4·3 Special Act places substantial 
restrictions on any financial payments to victims and their family members. As a result of the 
absence of legislative measures to find truth and provide rehabilitation, the Yeosu–Suncheon 
Rebellion – a response to the civil uprising on Jeju Island that saw another massacre – has still not 
been properly redressed, even 70 years after the event. 

An integrated approach will serve for transitional justice measures in order to redress legacies of 
human rights abuse committed by state authorities. This includes truth-seeking, rehabilitation, 
reparations, memorials and criminal justice. Achieving reconciliation is not the ultimate goal. 
Comprehensive legislative reform is required in order to seek truth and accurately record history 
and to investigate past crimes to provide reparations for victims. This reform can either be 
through the enactment of new laws or the amendment of existing laws. These remedial measures 
should not be at cross-purposes. This places an onus not only on local authorities and state 
government, but also international society at large. 

This session, ‘Local Government Network for Transitional Justice,’ will serve as a platform to 
establish and implement a permanent network at the local level that plays a leading role in 
personal exchanges and solidary between local public entities and the victims of state violence 
and state crime, so that transitional justice and reconciliation can be achieved effectively and 
correctly. Continuous network activities will help to move away from the past Korean society 
needs to leave behind, through facilitating rehabilitation, criminal justice, reparations and 
memorials. These efforts will be a milestone towards democracy, peace and human rights, 
while experiences accumulated from such activities will be shared with Asian countries and 
international organizations, including the United Nations, to contribute to a firm foundation for 
the international human rights regime.

Local Government Network for Transitional Justice 

State Violence and Ongoing Reconciliation

<Korean Network of Cities of Memory>
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LIM Jae-sung
Lawfirm HAEMARU Lawyer

Moving on from the past should not be a superficial process through simply punishment and compensation, 

but rather a 'substantial' process which includes institutional reform and the establishment of cultural shifts. 

This is because moving on from the past is not a process simply limited to the transitional (transient) period, 

but a continuous process of improving democracy and human rights. This presentation considers moving on 

from the past to be a 'process' that should be perpetually continued, not something that can be completed, 

and examines the role of a city in the process.

In the recent past, activities related to erasing the Jeju 4·3 Incident, the campaign to revise the April 3rd Spe-

cial Act and reviewing the victims convicted through unlawful procedures during the April 3rd period were 

noteworthy. However, since these were in the realm of legislation and jurisdiction, there was little room for 

the Jeju Special Self-Governing Provincial Government, or the city, to intervene or participate. As there is a 

separate regional-past history organization (The Jeju 4·3 Peace Foundation) in Jeju, we may consider the city 

as an expanded entity, but  as expected, its role in legislative and judicial movements was not that significant, 

beyond fact finding.

Victims of state violence must be entitled to receiving an apology and compensation/indemnification from 

the state. Legislation is necessary for compensation and indemnification, and if there is a ruling found based 

on illegal arrest and torture, it should be nullified in a retrial. It is clear that the primary goal is to relieve the 

victims in terms of their rights. And the past historical movements in other regions beyond Jeju are also car-

rying out rights relief campaigns through legislation of special acts or individual retrials. So what must be the 

role of a 'city' in a situation where the main entity of apology, compensation, and trial is the 'state'?

※ The rest is omitted.
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General Background 

The United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) is an international agency for 

human settlement and urban development. It adopts an integrated approach for sustainable 

settlement and urban development, conducting humanitarian works. A core concept under the 

New Urban Agenda is the right to adequate housing. This extends to more than just four walls 

and a roof: it is the right to satisfy other basic needs. Particularly, UN-Habitat is carrying out 

immediate actions in 100 countries to protect people against COVID-19 and the effects of the 

pandemic in poor and densely populated areas. 

The right to housing is a freestanding right, but public awareness of this basic right remains low. 

The youth, the hope for the future, should be entitled to a safe and secure home. 

The effects of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic are disproportionate and the youth are vulnerable 

to poor housing conditions. Amid the global crisis, the financially and socially dependent younger 

generation is more likely to be deprived of the right to stable housing and of the right to live in 

adequate shelter in security.
※ Young people from poor and densely populated living conditions are at greater risk of suffering a loss of 

housing, and in the worst case, they often slide into homelessness. 

Direction and Outcome 

Analyze the right to housing status in the COVID-19 era, and (re)define it within the youth 

context. 

Conduct case studies on infringed rights to housing due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and propose 

possible solutions (alternative options). 

Share current global rights to housing conditions and issues through the global youth session, 

improve their understanding on the right to housing and encourage their roles as advocators. 

 Present youth-driven future human rights city vision statements based on the right to housing. 

Build a global youth coalition to realize “the right to housing for all.”

The Right to Housing in the COVID-19 Era

<Global Youth Session on the Right to Housing>
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It is said that we are all fragile, but we are not equally fragile. As with all upcoming emergencies including 

COVID-19, the repercussions tend to be distributed unequally in society and exacerbate existing vulnerabili-

ties. Although we recognize that many different groups without safety nets are being disproportionately af-

fected by the catastrophe in diverse aspects and we wish to and plan to hear from their unique difficulties, we 

would first like to focus on how the simple idea of “staying home” is not that easy of a task for the younger 

population to fulfill. 

The increase in unemployment resulting from the global pandemic also unquestionably has disproportionate 

impacts for the young population. Rents naturally become no longer manageable for the young workers and 

employment-based housing opportunities disappear. To make matters worse, youth who do not have their 

own homes are often obligated to pay monthly or weekly rents – meaning that their inability to pay their rent 

equals eviction, ultimately pushing youth to move to homes with worse conditions or sometimes even give up 

housing as a whole.

While affordability is an issue, stigmatization of youth experience also plays an important role as a barrier for 

youth when finding homes. After the COVID-19 outbreak, fewer landlords are willing to rent to young people 

– who they view as unreliable and underprepared for living independently – with the increased risk of money 

loss they face with government policies that prevent evictions. While gaining financial stability is already a 

major obstacle for youth, exercising the financial capability they have painstakingly achieved is another mis-

sion they have to go through.

With situations exacerbating, youth homelessness is continuing to manifest itself in devastating ways. Fear 

of COVID-19 along with isolation guidelines have limited opportunities for youth to couch surf or stay in 

emergency public shelters. Young people are often not included in programs that provide assistance to the 

homeless as they do not identify with the older homeless population, and as a result are deprived of appro-

priate forms of assistance. There even have been cases where homeless youth were being fined for failing to 

comply with the call to “stay home.”

Likewise, with COVID-19, the already vulnerable younger generation and their housing rights are once again 

being put to risk. Among the many impacts of the pandemic, the economic insecurity it creates has especially 

pushed the youth further down the cliff of precarity.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 
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Economic Insecurity and Housing Rights 
during the COVID-19

Global Youth Session on the Right to Housing Abstract S3-01

Governments of the world have been asking people to stay in their homes during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
Homeless people, from those sleeping rough in the street to those living in informal settlements are suffer-
ing from the crisis more than any group as they lack housing to keep them safe. Housing must be the safest 
place for all, however, many governments cannot protect homeless people from contracting the virus. The 
systemic failure of protecting the rights to housing has been disclosed. 

People deprived of adequate housing have nowhere to go. Even a few emergency shelters closed their doors 
to keep the social distancing rules which governments had ordered. Informal settlements including goshiwon 
and jjokpang are overcrowded, lack access to basic services and infrastructures. Substandard sanitation fa-
cilities had negative effects on people living in informal settlements before, it makes them more vulnerable to 
contracting the virus.

Millions of people who lost jobs could face evictions by their landlords. Many tenants are struggling to pay 
rents due to reduced income. As 2 months of rental arrears could result in evictions in most countries, some 
governments and courts enacted moratoriums on evictions, but most are due shortly. Because of the world-
wide economic recession, governments may fall for austerity. It means direct financial assistance for tenants 
such as expanding eligibility of the housing allowance programmes to all households that are likely to be-
come homeless.

In South Korea, though the property tax rates were increased in 2018, investments in the housing market 
have been increased. While most working people’s income have been reduced during the pandemic, people 
invested in residential properties for speculative purposes have earned massive profits. To protect tenants 
from the unaffordability of housing, the South Korean parliament revised the Housing Lease Protection Act 
during the pandemic to extend the minimum length of lease contract from 2 years to 4 years. But it is not 
enough at all to prohibit evictions and make housing affordable to people struggling to pay rents.

The older generations have failed. Housing should not be regarded as commodities rather than the right to 
life. Inequalities of wealth and income could be worsened unless governments address the challenges related 
to housing. Inequalities have put homeless people and young people in difficult times and made our societies 
unsustainable. Not only the elimination of the coronavirus but also the elimination of homelessness should 
be regarded as the priority. Not only the vaccines against the virus, but Housing strategies to eliminate 
homelessness are also needed.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 
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Elimination of Homelessness is Needed to 
Overcome the Pandemic

Global Youth Session on the Right to Housing Keynote Speech Abstract
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The COVID-19 outbreak has produced a significant impact on nearly every aspect of life. Although the pan-

demic is often considered only as a health issue, it is clear that the problem is both directly and indirectly 

related to many other areas of our lives. For instance, in response to the widespread COVID-19 outbreak, the 

World Health Organization and governments are emphasizing the importance of self-isolation, increased hy-

giene, staying at home, and strict social distancing. However, these measures are impossible to follow when 

adequate shelter or home isn’t provided. Thus we come to the idea that “Housing is both a prevention and 

cure for COVID-19,” but the questions that we often forget and fail to ask is this: is housing actually accessi-

ble and guaranteed for all during this global crisis?

First of all, we emphasize ‘right-based solutions’ to address housing as the consequence and contributing 

reasons of the pandemic. Without addressing both immediate needs and structural inequalities of present 

housing systems together, it is difficult to tackle the problem of housing in the long term. Through the lens 

of rights of adequate housing, it is possible to pay attention to the particular situation of specific groups 

and individuals. Many others such as LGBTQs, women, children, people with disabilities, homeless, refugees, 

slum-dwellers, migrants, indigenous people suffer discrimination in inadequate housing conditions. As these 

people are exposed to vulnerable situation of housing and discrimination, access of housing should be con-

sidered as one of the preconditions to exercise other fundamental rights.

Secondly, we would like to point out how the voice of minorities has been erased in a time of crisis and uncer-

tainty. Left in a precarious situation during the COVID-19, the voice of minorities and their actions are easily 

put aside. On the other hand, the measures led by the government have excluded minorities in the deci-

sion-making process. People we mentioned so far should not be considered only as affected and vulnerable 

populations but also as active agents who have different voices and who can bring change.

COVID-19 is unlikely to be the last pandemic or global crisis we face. Without long-term perspectives, housing 

issues can be left to exacerbate other human rights issues when it comes to uncertain conditions such as 

coronavirus. What we do now will shape the cities we live in, and how resilient we will be in the future.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 
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Housing Rights for All

In the swamp of uncertainty, youth are stripped of their housing rights and pushed to the peripheries of so-

ciety. Lack of adequate accommodation naturally leads to them becoming more vulnerable in areas of health 

or hygiene as well since poor housing conditions are one of the major mechanisms through which social and 

environmental inequality translates into health inequality, which further affects the quality of life and well-be-

ing. 

Over the years, many researchers have found the prevalence of chronic health conditions such as respira-

tory conditions, diabetes, hypertension, and cancer among substandard housing populations. In the time of 

the pandemic, these underlying health conditions place people who suffer from chronic disease at particular 

risk for complications when they contract COVID-19. Moreover, homeless people lack the basic facilities that 

would enable them to reduce their risk to COVID-19 by washing their hands regularly and keeping proper 

sanitation. In this way, persistent housing inequalities combined with the pandemic and put the inadequate 

housing population into more deadly situations. 

Besides, facilities available to socioeconomically poor youth are also problematic in terms of dealing with the 

virus. During the pandemic, these vulnerable living conditions increase the risk of disease spread with closed-

air and close contact with hundreds of others.  

In addition to the elevated rates of chronic illness and mortality due to inadequate housing as mentioned 

earlier, higher rates of psychological distress, depression, post-traumatic stress disorder, and anxiety are 

found among vulnerable and already marginalized young people. Over the coming months in the pandemic, 

young people have faced a significant risk of increased poverty and difficulty assessing benefits and financial 

support. Eventually, the increased stress and anxiety of all these factors have led to an increase in suicidal 

attempts, drugs, and alcohol use as a coping mechanism for this horrible situation. 

The coronavirus has exposed the massive weakness in our already lacking housing infrastructure for the 

youth. By putting more burdens on young people’s shoulders, COVID-19 elevates the risk of exiting inequal-

ities in society. Therefore, still many young people are left to face the COVID-19 pandemic alone, not even 

with a social safety net for them to prevent the spread of the virus.
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Youth Health Issues in relation to Housing 
Rights during the Pandemic
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This paper inquires into questions of state violence, cultural trauma, post-memory and transmission with 

respect to the Jeju 4·3 on Jeju Island, which was regarded as one of the first outbreaks of violent ideological 

conflict from 1948 to 1954 in the early Cold War. It explores the way in which the cultural trauma of mass 

killing in the family and village community is ritually transmitted and mediated through spirit possession 

and the re-burial rites of dead bodies. Drawing on Marianne Hirsh’s concept of “post-memory,” I explore the 

post-memory of a generation of Cheju people who have grown up dominated not by traumatic events but 

by testimonial narratives and ritual accounts of events that have persisted continually into the present. In 

spite of the current evolution and official sanction of “the 4·3 memory,” a divergence between national official 

memory and local individuated memory emerged, due to long-term suppression of cultural trauma in the 

anticommunist South Korea. This divergence is mediated in ritual practices of spirit possession and kinship 

rites of reburial of dead bodies that have been exhumed from mass graves sixty years after the event. Be-

cause the Jeju 4·3 massacre caused a violent dis-placement of the dead as well as the living, the re-place-

ment of the dead in a proper tomb or public cemetery shared with other mass dead was the most significant 

concern among the bereaved families. Indeed, postmemory practices are focused on the proper placement 

of the dead. Rituals of place-making maintain and activate the cultural memory of dead bodies at tombs, 

gravestones, and memorials at the massacre sites. In the ritual communication and public commemorations 

(ranging from shamanic spirit possession, exhumation at mass graves, and reburial rites), the ‘ghostly’ status 

of the massacre victims (which stems from their violent improper deaths) is granted new social status as “the 

ancestor” of family and also acquired politically as “the victim” of state violence. This “ritualized hospitality” 

toward these violent collective dead operates in variant forms of re-placing the dead victims across multiple 

scales of social relations involving families, local villages, the island community, and finally, the South Korean 

state. The massacre victims shift their position from the one of “nonplace” to the properly “placed.” It was 

precisely due to their social alienation and historically liminal status that such nonaligned spirits served as the 

ideal object of ritual practices in ways that attest to a new paradigm of memory politics in which all dead are 

equally and permanently venerated. The paper envisages the new paradigm of memory work in the post–Cold 

War era.
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KIM Seong Nae 
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From a global historical perspective, the twentieth century was a period of state violence. In the 

course of independence movements, democratization movements and modern state-building 

processes all over the world, numerous people have been victimized and survivors left trauma-

tized. The legacy of long-lasting violence and trauma cannot be redressed individually. Rather, 

it relies on transitional justice, presented in a form of collective action and social procedures 

during the period of democratization. Although many efforts have been made with regard to 

trauma treatment, the consequences of state violence still persist. This year’s conference, ti-

tled “State Violence, Trauma and Therapeutic Dimension of Transitional Justice,” seeks insight 

into better ways of pursuing transitional justice, and investigates the therapeutic potential of 

transitional justice, through comparative analysis of efforts made to accomplish transitional 

justice in South Korea, Taiwan, Greece, Germany and Mexico.

State Violence, Trauma and Therapeutic Dimension of Transitional Justice

<State Violence and Trauma>
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On September 26, 2014, students from La Escuela Normal Rural de Ayotzinapa, Iguala City, Guerrero State, 
Mexico, attended a demonstration to raise street funds and expand government support for school financ-
es. In the process, their bus was stopped by police while returning back to school. Ayotzinapa Rural Teach-
ers’ College, founded in 1926, has long been known as being home of a radical student movement. In the 
course of the roadblock, six students from the Teachers’ College were killed due to police shooting, and 43 
students disappeared; an unprecedented situation. At first, there were rumors of involvement by Jos  Luis 
Abarca Vel zquez, then Mayor of Iguala City, and his wife, Mar a de los ngeles Pineda. On November 7, 2014, 
the prosecution (La Procuraduria General de la Rep blica) announced that it had found evidence of murder 
related to the missing 43, in a secret pit in Cocula, Guerrero state. At that time, the prosecution declared that 
the 43 missing persons had been killed by police in Iguala and Cocula, and their bodies given over to a gang 
group called “Guerreros Unidos”. The bodies were incinerated, and the remains placed in plastic bags and 
abandoned in a nearby river. However, all of these announcements were fabricated. It was later revealed that 
a more organized and systematic Mexican power system had been involved. The disappearance of the 43 has 
still not been resolved in 2020. It is an illustrative example of the difficulty in overcoming the trauma of na-
tional violence in Mexico. 
 
The disappearance of the 43 in Ayotzinapa not only shows the current state of national violence in Mexico, 
but also provides a lesson on the consequences that result from the aftermath of state violence since the 
1960s. In particular, the incident has a significant connection with the 1968 “Mexican Movement of 68”. At 
the 50th anniversary in 2018, crowds gathered in Mexico City’s central square, the Z calo, and chanted for 
democracy to be restored and the trauma of national violence to be completely overcome, by connecting the 
unresolved 1968 Tlatelolco massacre with the disappearance of the 43. On October 2, 1968, Mexican troops 
began an attack against 15,000 persons in Tlatelolco Medical College. This attack was carried out by regular 
forces, and “Olympic Battalion” soldiers under the direct control of then-president Gustavo D az Ordaz. Over 
200 people died from helicopter gunfire. The incident marked a turning point in the student movement in 
Mexico. 
 
In Mexico, the year of 1968 has played a major role in destroying the various images of Mexico that had been 
admired since the Mexican Revolution. Until then, Mexicans thought they were the leaders and spokesmen 
of Latin America. In fact, Mexico faced an economic revival due to World War II and its industrialization was 
achieved mainly through tremendous foreign capital. However, in the shadow of such development, there 
was a uniformalized state power system centered on the macho political atmosphere. The system has ac-
commodated authoritative state violence in Mexico until 2020, following the 1968 state massacre. In this 
study, I will analyze the incident of the Ayotzinapa missing 43 in 2014, and the structure of Mexican state vio-
lence underlying it. Additionally, since this issue is also related to the Mexican 68 Movement, I will analyze the 
Movement’s relationship with the structural growth of state violence. 
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This paper examines changing parameters of the discourse of “transitional justice” in line with different 

memories and narrations of the Luku incident in Taiwan. The 2·28 Massacre in Taiwan has often been con-

sidered as a comparator with the Jeju 4·3 Massacre in Korea. Jeju 4·3 was an ‘anti-communist’ suppression 

over 7 years 7 months (01/03/1947—21/09/1954) while Taiwan’s 2·28 was a crackdown on ethnic conflicts 

over only 2 months 17 days (28/02/1947—16/05/1947). I suggest that a proper comparison in terms of 

‘anti-communism’ and time-frame with Jeju 4·3 should be a combination of 2·28 incident followed by the 

‘anti-communist’ suppression of the Luku Incident, a time-period ranging from 28/02/1947 to 03/03/1953. 

Also, Jeju 4·3 and the Luku Incident were both the first incidences of the outbreak of ‘ideological conflicts’ 

respectively in Korea and Taiwan at the very beginning of the Cold War.

The 2·28 Incident and the subsequent Luku Incident are two iconic events signalling a new era in which the 

so-called “Free China” government (Kuomintang, KMT) under Chiang Kai-shek’s leadership imposed the 

“White Terror” (1947—1991) and martial law (1949—1987) to operate its authoritarian rule while Taiwanese 

people fought against KMT neo-colonialism and for democratic reform. The Luku Incident was the harshest 

episode of suppression: approximately 1,000 Luku villagers were arrested, one of whom was shot on the 

spot and 41 were sentenced to death and afterwards executed. 135 were sentenced to imprisonment for a 

total of about 1000 years. 

Since the lifting of martial law the year after the founding of the major opposition party (Democratic Pro-

gressive Party, DPP) in 1986, Taiwan has undergone marked democratisation. By the 1990s when the KMT 

government led by Lee Teng-hui was obliged to face the fact of 2.28 and White Terror state violence and 

repeated injustice, more than 40 years had passed. The pursuit of transitional justice normally involves three 

main tasks: the first is to deal with the perpetrators; the second is to provide reparations for the victims; and 

the third is to preserve historical memories. Yet, as the KMT continued to rule for twelve years, it was almost 

impossible to put the perpetrators on trial. This has become Taiwan’s case: “Tens of thousands of victims, 

but no single perpetrator!”

In the 26 years (1990—2016), the work of redressing injustice undertaken by the three incumbent Presi-

dents (KMT Lee Teng-hui, DPP Chen Shui-bian, and KMT Ma Ying-jeou) mainly sought to ‘ascertain the facts’, 

apologize on behalf of the nation, construct monuments, and provide financial compensation for the victims. 

Ever since Tsai Ing-wen won her presidency in 2016 and her DPP gained the majority seats in the legislature, 

she has put the force of law behind the transformation of justice and the Transitional Justice Bill was enacted 

on December 27, 2017.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 
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Re-examining the 1952 Luku Incident in Taiwan from having been passive 
victims’ to being ‘active protectors’ of their homeland
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The Greek Civil War marks one of the most significant moments in the Greek history and represents one of 

the first examples of Cold War post World War II involvement of the Allies in the internal affairs of a foreign 

country. The Greek Civil war refers to the armed conflict that occurred in 1946-1949 between the Greek 

Government army, which was supported by the United Kingdom and the United States and the Democratic 

Army of Greece, which was under the control of the Greek Communist Party and was supported by Yugo-

slavia, Albania and Bulgaria. The first signs occurred during the German occupation in Greece in 1942-1944, 

when a powerful communist led resistance movement emerged (EAM: The Greek National Liberation Front) 

and eliminated all non-communist movements in 1943. The same year Security Battallions supported by the 

collaborationist Greek government and Nazi sympathisers were formed to fight the army of EAM.  When the 

government-in-exile in Cairo supported by Britain returned to Athens after the withdrawal of German forces 

in 1944, it engaged in violent retaliations against EAM members. This led to a fully-fledged civil war which car-

ried on until 1949. The Truman doctrine, the lack of support by the Soviet Union and the Tito-Stalin fallout led 

to the defeat of the Communist Party, which became illegal until 1974. Violent conflicts between ‘left’ wing 

and the ‘right’ wing forces marked the socio-political life of post war Greece and carried on until the 1967 

when the military junta took over power until 1974. The political identities that were formed during and after 

World War II have marked the Greek political scene until today. 

In this paper, I am engaging with a ‘history from below’ (Eley, 1989; Port, 2015), in an attempt to document 

the voices of ordinary lives of people, whose relatives were involved directly or indirectly in the civil war, with 

an emphasis on their everyday practices, beliefs, values, and dilemmas that disrupt the dominant narratives 

and categories of ‘left’, ‘right’, ‘democracy’, ‘freedom’. I draw on life stories as a way to illustrate the shift-

ing relations and sequences between different time spaces and the ways in which people engage with the 

memories of others and collective remembrances to make sense of their intimate experiences. The stories 

echo Marianne Hirsch’s call for a “multidirectional” or “connective” approach to the study of memory, who 

observed: ”It is not so much that our memories go in or come from many directions but rather that they are 

always already composites of dynamically interrelated and conflicted histories” (Marianne Hirsh, 2012: 21). 

In my struggle to speak for these people, I draw on Svetlana Alexievich’s approach, and try to engage with a 

history of emotions. 

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 
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The abrupt and violent imposition of a physical wall in 1961 upon Berlin further wounded and scarred the 
fabric of a city that was already a palimpsest of destruction and divide. Since the moment of the ‘fall of the 
wall’ in 1989 and subsequently the re-establishment of Berlin as the capital of reunified Germany, the pro-
cess of healing scars of divide has been dominated by monumental plans and projects driven by the urge to 
immediately clear away all physical evidence of the violent wall. This urge is partially a matter of a perceived 
historical duty to memorialise events as monuments in order to clear the ground for a positivistic future, and 
partially a wish that the removal of physical reminders would aide the recovering of psychological wounds 
in Berliners’ memories and identities. Yet, it remains palpable even today that the differences of mentalities, 
ideologies and socio-cultural identities between German populations of divided histories across the 20th 
century continue to be reflected in public sentiments for or against the ‘others’, regional politics and elec-
tions, extremitised views and populism tendencies. The rather quick removal of the ‘wall’ did not correspond 
to a quick remedy; the wall and its ‘unwalling’ was not allowed a part in the transitional process of the city, 
nor allowed to contribute as a lived element in people’s lived memories, where the voluntary and involuntary 
recollections of a shared history can offer a more conciliatory basis of shared present. 

The strategic distraction away from the wall, perceived as a ‘negative’ physical element of the city of the di-
vided past, and to focus entirely on the erection of new monuments or grand developments in place of the 
wall’s mundane physical presence and contingent structures, reflected the assumption that negative public 
emotions, which can be embodied in objects, spaces, names, garments, images and physical environments, 
must be dissipated quickly before a positive and rationalised process of conciliation can begin. To counter 
this assumption, this paper traces an alternative mode of ‘unwalling’ through ‘non-sites of re-memories’, 
as that which resists the grandiose models of ‘sites of memory’ instrumentalised in service of a post-ra-
tionalised, authoritative history. Transitional unwalling is examined in four interconnected parts: ‘the wall (af-
ter the Wall) lays bare the problems of divide as a persistent problem in Berlin and in the context of Germany 
long after the fall of the Wall; the ‘supra/infra/inter-walling’ stories of tunnelling as that which inextricably 
bond the memories of the Wall with the physical fabric of the city; the ‘de/dis/counter-walling’ which pres-
ents a positive contradiction of disregarding and conciliation of Berlin’s urban identities and development 
plans between past and present, seeding the significant concept of ‘open architecture’; and finally the ‘ex/
post/trans-walling’ traces the turbulent debates and contestations between ‘site of memorialisations’ and 
‘non-sites of re-memories’ in the two decades after the fall of the Wall. The critique on the phenomenon of  
‘sites of memory’ by Pierre Nora, the approach of ‘open architecture’ framed by Esra Akcan and the notion of 
‘potential history’ proposed by Ariella Aïsha Azoulay as commons of lived memories in the company of others 
through unlearning archives and dismantling thresholds are interwoven in the account of Berlin’s transitional 
unwalling, which are further linked to Mihaela Mihai’s stance on the role of negative public emotions in the 
expression of moral and social psychology of democratic transitional moments, and the call for politics of af-
finity and passion by Chantal Mouffe and Donna Haraway.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 
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Modern Korean society has suffered greatly from state violence, from the period of Japanese colonial rule to 
that of authoritarian rule, but it is only recently that the state, as the perpetrator, has come to acknowledge its 
responsibility in healing the scars of the victims. A state should strive to protect every citizen’s safety and life, 
yet victims of state violence such as massacres and torture, experience terrible trauma. The state’s continuous 
stigma and isolation policies, meant to justify its persecution, contribute to making such trauma chronic, as the 
victims not only suffer physically and mentally, but also endure social and economic pain. For these reasons, 
the survivors of state violence, and their families, suffer more from secondary/tertiary trauma, resulting from 
subsequent surveillance and control, social stigma and distortion and disregard of the truth, than they do from 
the direct cruelties such as a torture and death. 
 The Gwangju Trauma Center opened in October 2012, the first in Korea to focus on healing survivors of state 
violence, and their families, including those related to the May 18 Gwangju Democratization Movement. The 
5·18 trauma was re-examined due to the suicide of those involved in the Movement, leading to the long-over-
due establishment of the center, based on research on the mental health of the victims, and healing. The center 
provides 10 or more programs including counseling, artistic healing programs, physical therapies for relieving 
physical aftereffects and testimony healing programs for healing trauma aftereffects. In addition, it carries out 
various activities to advocate human rights’, providing programs for community healing such as healing hu-
manities, to prevent recurrences of state violence. 
 However, secondary and tertiary harmful acts assault the survivors much faster than the speed with which the 
center can work towards healing them. Recently the perpetrator, Chun Doo-hwan, published a memoir and 
claimed that he has been a victim of the May 18 Gwangju Democratization Movement, and that the Movement 
was caused by the North Korean military, which returns its victims to the Movement every day. It is not only 
people of national merit for the May 18 Gwangju Democratization Movement that show anxiety and pain due to 
this news. Those citizens who witnessed the massacre by the martial forces, and the subsequent repressions 
at various places in downtown Gwangju City May 1980 are also the victims of trauma. It is a trauma community. 
This shows that, only when society properly understands and evaluates the May 18 Gwangju Democratization 
Movement can social justice be realized, and the first steps for healing be taken. 
 Danish psychologist Inger Agger says that there are two approaches to understanding and healing the psycho-
logical pain of survivors of state violence, including torture. These are the human rights’ approach and the trau-
matic approach. The human rights’ approach emphasizes the restoration of justice and political rehabilitation. 
Perpetrators and the responsible rulers should take responsibility for their atrocities, and their criminal acts 
should be punished. The prerequisite for healing is to remove the sources of evil. Fighting against injustice and 
atrocities is critical to successfully restoring the dignity and humanity of survivors. Fundamental countermea-
sures, such as finding the truth and punishing those in charge, and providing compensations and apologies, are 
required so that the same incidents cannot be repeated, and that the sufferings of its victims can be marked 
with a period. Then, we can begin the healing work safely. When Chun Doo-hwan's memoir disappears and the 
truth about the martial forces’ helicopter gunfire and those responsible for it is revealed, can the Gwangju City 
and the survivors of May 18 Gwangju Democratization Movement make a healing community. 
 The healing of trauma caused by state violence is possible only when the entire society is transformed into a 
healing community as every individual victim is healed. And we are responsible for it. 

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 
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Cities are rising. More than half of the world’s population currently lives in urban areas, a figure that is 
expected to increase to two-thirds by 2050. Therefore, cities are claiming new roles in governance – 
administering local programs with greater independence from the state and, asserting their presence 
in the international sphere. Cities increasingly claim this role by positioning themselves as Human 
Rights Cities, Cities of Refuge, Climate-friendly cities, or cities that work towards the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). For instance, SDG No. 11 calls for making cities and urban settlements 
inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable, in order to deal with “acute challenges in managing rapid ur-
banization — from ensuring adequate housing and infrastructure to support growing populations, to 
confronting the environmental impact of urban sprawl, [and] to reducing vulnerability to disasters.”

It is in this framework of increasing participation of cities in the implementation of human rights at 
local levels that the notion of “human rights cities” has emerged. The Gwangju Declaration on Human 
Rights City of 2011 defined a human rights city “as both a local community and a socio-political pro-
cess in a local context where human rights play a key role as fundamental values and guiding princi-
ples”.

This year’s forum will focus on the theme of “The Future of Human Rights Cities- Local Memories and 
Global Sharing”, paying special attention to the temporal arrangement of the human rights cities with 
reflection on the history of human rights at the local level to be shared at the global level. How can we 
inherit and incorporate historical memories and legacies of the past into a human rights city? What 
are the new challenges and tasks for a human rights city on its way to become a human rights com-
munity? How can we strengthen solidarity and responsibility of the stakeholders to make a stronger 
human rights city both at local and global levels?

In addition, the WHRCF will address the engagement of cities in the context of the current COVID-19 
pandemic. The sudden eruption of this global pandemic has changed the life and habits of billions 
of people across the world, affecting our socialization patterns and the manner that we live in, and 
enjoy, our local communities. Cities and local governments are in the forefront of this battle, facing 
the everyday challenge of finding an adequate balance between the protection of public health and 
the respect of fundamental rights and freedom. The WHRCF is therefore welcoming papers critically 
analysing the role of cities and local authorities in dealing with the current world COVID 19 pandemic, 
including the manner that those interventions (or the lack of them) have affected (or not) the enjoy-
ment of fundamental rights and freedoms of their residents. 

Human Rights Cities and Sustainable Development: Historical Developments 
and Current Challenges in Building Inclusive, Healthy, Sustainable and Climate-

Resilient Cities for the Future

<Human Rights Paper Presentation>
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Anti-Discrimination Law
Legislating against Hatred and Discrimination

Anti-Discrimination Abstract N3-01

Hate speech is a form of discrimination. Under authoritarian regimes in Korea, the promotion of hatred was 

previously widely employed as an effective political tactic for dividing and ruling the people. In recent years, 

however, it emerged as an expression of social conflict, amplified by social and economic polarization that 

again reinforced hatred. It is dual-dimensional. In the one dimension, there is an individual who relieves his 

or her social and economic anxieties (or transfers such anxieties to minorities) by labeling the “different” as 

inferior, dirty, rebellious or dangerous, collectively attacking those individuals who are different from the dom-

inant population, and then postulating a certain majority group which he or she wishes to become a part of. 

In the other dimension, there is a populism strategy that utilizes hatred to accomplish the intended political 

and/or economic goals, by stimulating biased individuals and urging them to undertake collective actions. The 

ideology of the “majority group”, which may never exist, is formed by manipulating pre-existing factors caus-

ing social unrest, or deep-rooted prejudices, and then defining the minority group, and aggravating and in-

citing expressions of discrimination and alienation or offence and exclusion against that group. In the middle 

of these processes, each individual may have a sense of belonging to a particular group (group identification) 

– either majority or minority. These processes further result in a mighty power that can rule and control over 

people who wish to be part of the “imagined majority group.”

Hate speech therefore depreciates minorities as the downtrodden class (vertretbare Größe). This profoundly 

infringes on their dignity, value and inherent rights as human-beings, and thereby undermines the universal 

values, namely the core principles of human rights. Moreover, the offender’s human rights and citizenship (re-

quired as a citizen of democratic society) are damaged. In addition, the minorities are underrepresented while 

the majorities are overrepresented. The chance to examine the causes of these social and economic conflicts 

and to take corrective actions quickly fades away in this spiral of deterioration. 

This is the very reason why state involvement is necessary to combat hate speech. As a guardian, the state is 

obliged to protect every individual’s human rights. At the same time, as a coordinator, it shall maintain dem-

ocratic principles and promote social integration for everyone. All political entities, including the state, shall 

clarify what expressions are classified as hate speech, to be prohibited by laws; how offensive expressions 

are prevented, mitigated and corrected; and how social consensus on legal restrictions and subsequent com-

pliance obligation are established and reaffirmed. The anti-discrimination law will be one of elements or foot-

holds for combating hatred and discrimination. 

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

Anti-Discrimination Law
Legislating against Hatred and Discrimination

In recent years, a growing share of the public say that more needs to be done to address hatred and 

discrimination against minority groups. This is not only a local issue, but a global one. In South Korea, 

examples include the Gangnam Murder of 2016 and the Yemeni refugee influx into Jeju island in 

2018, which brought great social repercussions and increasing discrimination and unequal treatment 

against females, people with disabilities, the elderly, migrants and sexual minorities. 

In the event of any disaster, and the COVID-19 pandemic in particular, an increasing tendency is to 

search for a scapegoat to blame, and reinforce systemic bias and discrimination. In such instances, 

victims are blamed for something that they did not do. This social atmosphere has led to the wide 

spread of hate speech toward certain groups of people, such as Korean-Chinese and foreign students, 

and certain religious sectors and regions within South Korea. Similarly, in many western countries, 

East Asians including Koreans have endured social abuse at the hands of their fellow citizens. Verbal 

abuse against a certain group of people easily leads to deepening social conflicts, justifying discrimi-

nation or provoking anti-minority sentiments. Ironically, the ongoing deterioration of the situation ac-

tually helps informs the mainstream about which groups of people are socially alienated, marginalized 

or disadvantaged. 

When hate speech becomes normalized and accepted, the values of democracy and human rights 

are thoroughly undermined, and this vicious cycle will grow. As a result of the pandemic, an increas-

ing number of people in minority groups are experiencing hate speech, but this injustice cannot be 

allowed to continue any longer. Urgent actions must be initiated by society, the media and the govern-

ment at both the local and national level. Corrective actions should be designed, not only to redress 

discriminations and reduce prejudices, but also to build public support and awareness for equality and 

human rights social norms. Such efforts will allow us to build a solid foundation of a human rights-

based community. 

The 10th World Human Rights Cities Forum should pool our collective wisdom and best practices to 

put in place the values of democracy and human rights. 

Anti-discrimination Legislation to Eliminate Hatred and Discrimination and 

Uphold Values of Democracy and Human Rights

<Anti-Discrimination><Anti-Discrimination>



76 The 10th World Human Rights Cities Forum 77The Future of Human Rights Cities - Local Memories and Global Sharing

Many countries have adopted and enforced equality or anti-discrimination laws to protect and improve human 
rights. In general, these laws include definitions and types of discrimination, and the grounds and scope of 
anti-discrimination measures, as well as reparation for victims and penalties for offenders. Discrimination is 
understood as the opposite concept of equality. The idea of equality is relative, which means that individuals 
of the same category should be treated in exactly the same manner by law, while deprived individuals should 
be affirmatively treated. In this sense, discrimination refers to an unequal treatment of individuals in the same 
category, or means an equal treatment to all individuals regardless of their background, without good reason. 
Negative discrimination includes direct and indirect discrimination, harassment, and sexual harassment. Pos-
itive discrimination, which is justified by reasonable grounds, includes a bona fide occupational qualification, 
actions in improving maternity protection, and affirmative (positive) actions among others. The anti-discrim-
ination law prohibits any unfair treatment based on race, color, sex, disability, religion, age or national origin, 
and its scope covers employment (the workplace), education (schools), and economic life (stores). Under the 
law, victims of discrimination may seek reparation by taking legal action through a human rights protection 
body or competent administrative unit or a court of justice, while offenders may be subject to sanctions, in-
cluding disciplinary advice, conciliations with the victim, corrective action orders, provisional-remedies by a 
court order, compensation, and criminal penalties. 

Anti-discrimination laws may be divided into two types: a general (comprehensive) anti-discrimination act and 
a specific anti-discrimination act, depending on the reason the law is based upon and the sector it covers. The 
best well-known example of the former is the U.K., which adopted the Equality Act in 2010, while that of the 
latter is Australia, which has the Age Discrimination Act, the Disability Discrimination Act, the Racial Discrim-
ination Act, and Sex Discrimination Act. Korea has a general anti-discrimination law, based on nineteen legal 
grounds in three different sectors. It also has the National Human Rights Commission Act, but this law – as a 
government entity organization law or procedural law – only provides the establishment, organization, respon-
sibilities, authorities and procedures for the National Human Rights Commission of Korea (NHRCK). Respond-
ing to an increasing voice for an enactment of substantive law, a new bill for equality and anti-discrimination, 
called the “Equality Act”, was reported to the National Assembly by the NHRCK in June 2020. The bill includes 
“harassment” as a new concept of discrimination and “hate speech” as a new type of discrimination. This is 
because of minorities directly subjected to harassment and hate speech within the context of unequal power 
relations. In addition, the bill provides that aggregated damages may be awarded to punish an offender who 
has committed an especially malicious or reckless act of discrimination. Moreover, additional penalties may be 
imposed on an individual who unfairly treats a victim who has filed remedial procedures. 

Korea has adopted legal instruments to prevent discrimination against individuals, including the Disability 
Discrimination Act, the Workplace Gender Discrimination Act, the Workplace Age Discrimination Act, and the 
Temporary Employee Protection Act. If Korea is to adopt a general anti-discrimination law, a systematic ap-
proach is much needed, maintaining consistency with the existing four sectorial anti-discrimination laws and 
one general law, namely, the National Human Rights Commission Act. Moreover, cumulative cases are required 
to create a social consensus on the concept of harassment and hate speech. 

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 
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Cases of Overseas Legislation and 
Enforcement of Anti-Discrimination Law

RWI’s report “The Nexus between anti-corruption and human rights” argues that corruption is a hu-

man rights issue. States that experience widespread corruption will fail to fulfill their human rights ob-

ligations and that leads to people not being able to enjoy their rights. Clarifying the link between, and 

promoting the understanding of, anti-corruption and human rights will lead to a positive change. The 

strongest democracies typically have the lowest levels of corruption and corruption declines when 

democratic institutions work together with the people to hold officials accountable. In this session, 

we will elaborate on the linkages between democracy, human rights and transparency, explore dif-

ferent ways to counter corruption and highlight local governments’ role in promoting democracy and 

strengthening human rights.

The Drive for Democracy is a key focus area for the Swedish Government. As a part of this drive, Swe-

den co-organizes “Democracy Talks” with partners all over the world. Sweden also supports human 

rights bodies and stakeholders at international to local level in the framework of its international coop-

eration. The Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law is one of its partners 

in this pursuit.  

The Role of Cities in Combating Corruption and Strengthening Human Rights

<International Human Rights Policy Session>
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International Trends on the Effects of 
Corruption on Human Rights Protection

S6-02

Today it is widely recognized that there is a clear relationship between corruption and the enjoyment of 
human rights and that corruption is one of the biggest impediments globally not only for the realisation of 
human rights but as well for the wider sustainable development agenda as it is established with the UN Sus-
tainable Development Goals. In the SDG’s target 16.5 states have committed themselves to “substantially 
reduce corruption and bribery in all its forms”

In his drive to build back better after the Covid-19 crisis the UN Secretary General in August underscored 
that “inequality, is associated with economic instability, corruption, financial crises, increased crime, and poor 
physical and mental health….” That is why he has called for a New Social Contract at the national level. A So-
cial Contract where cities will be a very important partner. 

The fight against corruption is a key component of the reconstruction. Or the other way around: if corruption 
is not seriously addressed societies will not be built back better. Corruption 

- erodes the rule of law, 
- distorts justice systems, 
- affects delivery of public services 
- interferes with political processes

Corruption is not only an impediment for the realisation of human Rights such as access to health, education, 
social security and other core rights. Corrupt activities can also violate human rights, directly and indirectly. 
As an example can be mentioned how nature most often is blamed for the collapsed buildings and killed per-
sons in connection with earthquakes, flooding or tsunamis. It is called a natural disaster - nature is to be held 
accountable. However, most often it only becomes a disaster due to human failures, neglect and in particular 
corruption: funding has been provided to enforce the buildings on fault lines, or provide tsunami protection 
to avoid casualties. However, when the funding disappears in the pockets of corrupt or fraudulent officials 
and politicians the disaster materialize with the earthquake or tsunami and the accountability is hidden be-
hind the veil of “natural disaster”. 

According to UNDP developing countries lost USD 5.86 trillion to illicit outflows during the time period 2001-
2010. This amount would have been enough to meet most MDG and SDG targets 

Corruption exists everywhere. No country is immune. In Sweden, Denmark and other European countries. 
However, corruption seems to breed best in societies where civil and political rights are restricted, with no or 
limited access to information and no functioning mechanisms holding the officials accountable to the public. 
So, in this sense human rights implementation may contribute to reduce corruption in society. 
※The rest is omitted.
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International Human Rights Policy Session Abstract S6-04
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The Role of Cities in Combating Corruption 
and Strengthening Human Rights
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Hwaseong-si is rapidly growing into a city with a population of 190 thousands to 1 million in about 20 years. 

Since taking office in July 2018, I have been in administration for the past two years to foster incorruptible 

public service culture, thinking that integrity and anti-corruption are the process of restoring trust with citi-

zens and protecting the human rights of citizens.

I have expressed my will to foster incorruptible public service society through communication with citizens. In 

addition, I am constantly emphasizing the value of integrity to public officials because the public service soci-

ety must not be corrupt so that no innocent victims will be created and it is consistent with the realization of 

the human rights of citizens.

In the case of civil complaints, we are contributing to the protection of the rights of citizens by speaking to 

the complainant directly and explaining the situation prior to the official notice, strengthening the transpar-

ency of public contracts, eliminating unfair trade, and enhancing the trust between citizens and city adminis-

tration. 

As a result of efforts for the past two years, the Hwaseong municipal government has been selected as the 

1st grade in the comprehensive integrity evaluation of public institutions, the 1st grade in the anti-corruption 

policy e valuation, and the excellent institution in the integrity evaluation of the public service society in Gyeo-

nggi-do, and was able to raise citizens' awareness of integrity and anti-corruption in city administration.

Hwaseong municipal government, which had hovered in the 3rd grade in the integrity evaluation until 2018, 

achieved the 1st grade as a result of the cooperation of both public officials and citizens. Hwaseong municipal 

government, which has taken the first step toward becoming an integrity city, will make more efforts to pro-

tect the human rights of citizens.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 
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International Human Rights Policy Session AbstractS6-05

A Human Rights-Centered City Administration: Istanbul
Istanbul is Turkey's most populous city with 16 million population, and it is among the world's largest me-
tropolises. A series of socio-economic problems experienced by Turkey and the world demonstrate the fact 
that Istanbul can only be managed with an approach that puts human rights at the center. Therefore, right 
after the elections on 23 June 2019, the new administration of Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality rolled up 
the sleeves for a sustainable, environmentally friendly, culturally non-discriminating mentality that prioritizes 
equal opportunity in education and health, bases itself on gender equality and observes children’s rights to 
dominate Istanbul.

Transparent and Accountable Management 
Our Mayor Ekrem mamo lu was elected with a difference of 13 thousand 729 votes at the local elections 
on 31 March 2019, but the elections were repeated due to the pressure of the government. As a result, our 
Mayor set out with the statement "I will not be unfair to anyone, nor let anyone to be unfair to me", and in the 
elections on 23 June, the difference in votes increased to 800 thousand. With this choice made by Istanbu-
lites that proved the violations of rights without hesitation, Istanbul embarked on a new journey with a trans-
parent, non-discriminatory and inclusive management that respects individual rights and freedoms.
The existence of transparency, accountability and healthy control mechanisms in the management of cities 
are indispensable conditions for cities based on human rights. With this understanding, IMM adopts a trans-
parent approach in the administration of Istanbul. For the first time, tenders and Municipal Assembly ses-
sions in Istanbul are open to the observance and control of 16 million Istanbulites on live broadcast. Mayor 
Ekrem mamo lu holds informative meetings periodically, with the awareness that people have the right to 
information.

Pluralist Istanbul 
The new administration, which took office with 54% of the votes during the elections of June 23rd, 2019, 
continues to work to provide equal service to 100% of Istanbul and to ensure that 100% of them have a say 
in the management. Unlike previous administrations, our administration met all the district mayors of Istan-
bul to discuss the problems of our city in a pluralistic approach. For the 2019-2024 strategic plan, which will 
determine the future of the city, workshops were held with all segments of the society. A total of 200.000 
people had the opportunity to have a say about the future of Istanbul during face to face interviews and 
through surveys over the internet.

Women have a voice in IMM Administration 
IMM, which puts the equality of 16 million Istanbulites without discrimination at the center of its policy, im-
mediately implemented this understanding in its internal employment policy. The rate of female employment 
and female managers in IMM and its subsidiaries were increased significantly, ensuring effective participation 
of women in decision-making processes. The administration of IMM increased the rate of female managers 
working within the municipality from 9.5 percent to 25 percent. The rate of women being recruited increased 
to 30 percent.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 
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International Human Rights Policy Session Abstract

Cecilia Berglin
The Swedish Association of Local Authorities and Regions(SALAR) Senior Advisor

In Sweden, the municipalities and regions play an important role as places and organizations where human 

rights must be respected, protected, fulfilled and promoted on a daily basis. Due to the decentralized system 

and strong local self-governance in Sweden the human rights commitments are to a high degree implement-

ed on local and regional level. The right to health, education and participation for example, are made concrete 

in the meeting between municipalities and regions and their inhabitants. 

In order to put into concrete terms what human rights means in the Swedish local and regional context, SAL-

AR has developed a platform for policy and organizational development together with the Raoul Wallenberg 

Institute.

The idea is for the platform to work as a point of departure and a development tool when management in lo-

cal authorities and regions wish to strengthen their work with human rights. 

According to the United Nations, a rights-based method of working should be permeated by the principles of 

non-discrimination and equality, participation and inclusion and transparency and accountability. These prin-

ciples, which is emphasized in the platform, describe how we should work with everything from analysis and 

planning to implementation and monitoring. These principles can also be useful and have an impact when 

working with anti-corruption. Today human rights and anti-corruption are seldom discussed in the same fo-

rums and treated in different silos.

With the Sustainable Development Goals, especially stated in goal 16, Peace Justice and strong institutions, 

aiming to “promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for 

all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels”, where 16.5 explicitly mentions cor-

ruption and bribery: “Substantially reduce corruption and bribery in all their forms” the human rights perspec-

tive and the anti-corruption perspective is joined. This calls for action to try to integrate and combine efforts 

to strengthen human rights and the work against corruption.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 
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Ali Imran
UCLG ASPAC Country Team Leader for Pakistan

Pakistan is signatory to a number of international treaties. Ministry of Human Rights is primrary responsible 
mechinary or institution to submitt treaty body reports. Currently, Pakistan has submiited six treaty body re-
ports, including a Universal Periodic Report (UPR). 
To ensure the transparency for local human rights through local reporting, The Ministry of Human Rights, Paki-
stan has recentally establised and institutionalize a mechanism for disaggregated data collection and technical 
analysis of data to monitor and evaluate the patterns of emerging human rights trends across Pakistan. MoHR 
introduced initiatives for progressive legislation such as the NCHR (National Commission for Human Rights) and 
NCSW (National Commission on the Status of Women) Acts. At local level, provincial human rights departments 
are set up, having mandate with the responsibility for all matters relating to promotion, protection, and imple-
mentation of human rights. 
Pakistani government has formed Treaty Implementation Cells (TICs) in all four provinces, as well as in Gilgit 
Baltistan, Azad Jammu and Kashmir, and at the federal level in 2016 in response to the requirements of the Gen-
eralised Scheme of Preferences Plus (GSP+). TICs are convened by the provincial human rights departments. The 
TICs serve as a mechanism to improve the human rights situation in the country through their supervision of 
the implementation of 27 UN Conventions to which Pakistan is a signatory. It will not only provide support in the 
implementation of the strategic plan but also work as coordination mechanism between federal and provincial 
levels. It will be supportive in the identification of gaps in the policies, awareness raising programme etc. 
Effective governance is critical for fulfilling the human right. In this regard, Pakistan affirmed its commitment to 
the 2030 Agenda for SDGs. Pakistan has designed a comprehensive National SDG Framework which was ap-
proved by the National Economic Council (NEC), the country’s highest economic policy-making forum, in March 
2018. This Framework sets baselines and targets for SDG indicators and will feed into the SDGs’ Monitoring and 
Evaluation Framework. 
The framework is now guiding the provinces and federally administered areas to determine their development 
priorities, based on local needs. To bolster the implementation of the SDGs, the provinces have instituted Techni-
cal Committees and Thematic Clusters. The nomination of focal persons at all levels of government, down to the 
districts, is helping them to align their development priorities with the 2030 Agenda. This institutional arrange-
ment has been instrumental in guiding the alignment of federal and provincial national policies, sectoral plans 
and growth strategies with the contours of the 2030 Agenda.
Cities should be at the core of human rights implementation and requires to be involved by provincial and na-
tional governments, in planning and execution of human rights treaties and laws. Pakistan has prepared the Vol-
untary National Review Report 2019, with limited inputs from the city governments. It is unfortunate that none 
of the Provinces in Pakistan have the elected local government system in place and the city government are be-
ing adminstrated by executive. It is unfortunate that there is no formal human rights violation reporting mecha-
nism at the city level. The cities in Pakistan need to encourage to develop Voluntary Local Review to measure the 
progress update and plan for the implementation of SDGs and fundamental rights, as enshrined in international 
treaties, constitution of Pakistan and legal frameworks, thereto.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 
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More than a decade has passed since the Fukushima nuclear accident in Japan in 2011. It has thus 

become necessary to look into how the nuclear accident affected the lives of citizens and which ac-

tions Japan and the international community have taken in response. However, there were few oppor-

tunities to deal with the problems facing Fukushima residents and also the lives of Koreans who live 

near Korea’s nuclear power plants, from the human rights point of view. With this background, this 

forum intends to discuss the issues of the state and corporate responsibilities and their response ac-

tion status, relating to the human right issues involving the nuclear power plants, so that we can seek 

the direction of future improvement.

The problems caused by nuclear power plants are not only a challenging issue for nearby residents. It 

is an agenda that our society should approach together and look for an alternative course of action to 

take. Hopefully, through this forum we can seek the correct directions to take in the future. 

Nuclear Power Plants and Human Rights: Human Rights from the Perspective of 

the Fukushima Nuclear Accident and Energy Policy Cases

<Environment>



86 The 10th World Human Rights Cities Forum 87The Future of Human Rights Cities - Local Memories and Global Sharing

T2-01 Environment Abstract

People with Disabilities in Disaster 
Regions - Minamisoma City

Aota Yoshiyuki 
NPO Corporation Support Center Pia Representative Director

 Background

A major earthquake of magnitude 6 occurred off the shore of Minamisoma City, Fukushima Prefecture, 

Japan, producing a 10m-high tsunami that hit the town, resulting in 636 deaths, and a further 516 deaths 

during the evacuation order, the most in the country’s history. Due to the close proximity of the Fukushi-

ma Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant, more than 60,000 of the 71,000 residents were evacuated, with only 

10,000 remaining. Police and Self-Defense Force checkpoints were put in place 20km and 30km from the 

plant, and access inside the plant was prohibited. Material support and human support from the outside 

was cut off. All shops, hospitals and welfare facilities closed. Food and medicine ran out, and aid personnel 

also left. Those who remained in the city were the elderly, disabled and their families, who should have 

been evacuated first.

 Support Activities

Since 10 users remained, we decided to continue to offer support, and stay within the 30km radius. Many 

people with disabilities were still in the city, but we could not ascertain who, and so asked the city to re-

lease a list of people with disabilities. Considering the current situation and the evacuation order, we tried 

to identify and support all intellectually or physically disabled people under the age of 65. We were sup-

ported by the Japan Disability Forum (JDF), and experts from all over the country. As a result of the inves-

tigation, 492 persons among 1,139 certified people with disabilities were found still in the city.

(Minamisoma City was the only Japanese lower-tier government to disclose personal information.)

 Study Results

Of the persons with disabilities who remained in Minamisoma City, 343 were persons with physical dis-

abilities (69.7%)and 149 persons with intellectual disabilities (29.9%). At that time, it was difficult for the 

physically disabled people to evacuate. Of them, 346 persons had already evacuated once, and 171 per-

sons, more than half, had evacuated outside the prefecture. Yet 159 had no place to go, so went to the 

shelter, but could not stand life there and had returned to the town within three weeks. (Further details 

are omitted here.)

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

Summary 
In the wake of the Fukushima nuclear disaster, public perceptions of nuclear energy and the government’s en-
ergy policy are undergoing profound transformations. The energy transition policy however, has unintended 
consequences, such as complaints from residents in affected areas. The unilaterally adopted management pol-
icy on spent nuclear fuel brought a public backlash. Citizens of Buk-gu district, Ulsan, recently held a non-bind-
ing referendum against the spent nuclear fuel temporary storage facility project. This presentation will examine 
ongoing issues and necessary actions related to nuclear energy policies. 

Key issues 
Changes after Fukushima
- Increasing public concerns over nuclear power plants 
- Korean government’s nuclear phase-out policy: Shutdown of Kori-1 and Wolsong-1; Plans for six further 

reactors have been cancelled; and Renewable Energy 3020 Plan  
- Increasing political dissent over the nuclear power phase-out 

Impacts on neighbors and residents in nearby areas
- Potential and actual nuclear power plant accidents 
- Nuclear waste: Low- and intermediate-level radioactive waste, high-level radioactive waste
- Economic loss and dependency 
- State violence and dissolution of local communities 

Tensions within communities near nuclear power plants 
- High-level radioactive waste: Spent nuclear fuel piles up with no alternative storage and disposal options 

for radioactive waste; and increasing conflict over the spent nuclear fuel repository policy and temporary 
storage facility programs. 

- Relocation claims of residents near the Wolsong nuclear complex: Exposure to tritium and increasing thy-
roid cancer cases; Six years of protest since August 2014 

- A class action lawsuit against power companies, amid increasing rates of thyroid cancer in residents near 
nuclear power plants

- Repeated accidents and ongoing public complaints concerning the atomic energy research complex in 
Daejeon 

- Overhead power lines: Ultra-high voltage transmission cable system contractions in Miryang and Chungdo 

Further actions  
- Assessing nuclear power plant impacts on local residents, and seeking remedies 
- Reforming the existing system to ensure public comments enter into the decision-making process 
- Estimating external cost of nuclear power plants, including social and economic consequences 

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 
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Korea Federation for Environmental Movements (KFEM) Director of Energy & Climate Change

The Impact of Nuclear Power Plants on 
Neighborhood Communities and Human Rights

Environment Abstract T2-02
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I cannot say that any of us had any idea as to how our lives would end up when we were in our youth. Hope-

fully, we have taken our lives one day at a time and have let our experiences guide us down a path which 

has been fulfilling and, hopefully, meaningful. One can be affected by state-sponsored violence in multiple 

manners, such as being a witness to, or being the recipient of, it can also manifest itself as both physical and 

psychological violence. Both can have long-term effects on a young, impressionable youth’s approach to life. 

I can provide vivid details of the triggers and their long-lasting effects of witnessing and being threatened 

with violence.  I was twenty-four years old, very young and very na ve compared to the other twenty-some-

things that I would meet over the coming days. At that time, I was living in Yeongam, about an hour’s bus ride 

southwest of Kwangju. I witnessed the immediate aftereffects of May 18, 1980 and then subsequently made 

the decision to re-enter the city on Wednesday May 21st. Upon re-entering Kwangju, I made a key decision 

to not leave until the event was over. In the intervening days prior to the military re-invading the city I was 

in constant contact with the citizen leaders, spending time in the Provincial Office building, translating for 

foreign journalists, visiting hospitals, doing what I thought could help. Sometimes, this meant just listening. 

Kwangju opened my eyes, becoming my birthplace, both spiritually and in some ways figuratively but also an 

event where certain pain was intensified and where a part of me became died or became empty. The pain and 

doubt have stayed with me every day since. It has also though, provided a mindset of never accepting “no”, or 

“it is not possible” as an answer. For me personally, my experience has allowed me to approach my life from 

multiple directions and with a viewpoint which others do not have, cannot understand nor can provide and 

with a passion and drive to have impact. However, questions that I ask myself everyday: Can I do more? Could 

I have done more? Have I done enough? How can I ensure that truth is disclosed? How can I educate others? 

I never want to forget the pain, the memories of what occurred during 5·18 and as a consequence of 5·18. 

I also want others to know the story of 5·18, how some people lived their all-too short lives and how others 

have taken 5·18 and allowed it to shape their lives. 

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

David Dolinger
May 18 Foreign Witness

Effects on a Lifetime 
Living with the Consequences of 

State Sponsored Violence

The Elderly Abstract T3-01

Korea’s modern history has seen several incidents of major state violence, such as the Jeju April 3 

Incident, the Yeo–Sun Incident, the Bu-Ma Democratic Protests, and the May 18 Gwangju Democ-

ratization Movement. The emotional trauma resulting from such events has a significant impact 

on those individuals who were part of the tragic history, and also the community they belong to. 

People involved in those historic moments are now into old age. In order to overcome such pain 

and suffering, it is necessary to pay more attention to their voice, because individual experiences 

of historical events never stay in the past, but shape today’s society. Efforts seeking the full truth, 

and commemorations for those killed have continued over the decades, and a watershed moment 

is being (or to be) commemorated as a national day. This would preserve the traumatic memories of 

state violence as historical and cultural heritage, and furthermore, serve as a foundation to build a 

community of more robust human rights. This session will trace the life trajectories of the victims of 

state violence, and also explore issues regarding what communities have to do for a brighter future 

for human rights cities.

Lives and Memories of Elderly Victims of State Violence, 

and the Role of Community

<The Elderly>
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JU Cheolhui
Space History FRIEND Researcher

A large number of civilians died in massacres, at the October 19th Yeosun Uprising in 1948, and during the 
Korean War. The word ‘massacre’ means annihilation or death, but on the other hand it created a new order 
and culture. During this time, the Republic of Korea established dichotomic public order, itself as a solid an-
ti-communism country, and anti-communist culture.

Therefore, families of the deceased could only live at the lowest stratum in the new order and culture, as 
subjects of surveillance, control, and the repression of the nation. The state forced a choice to either forget 
those massacres, or be part of the new order and culture, whether choice was theirs or not.
As of now, most of the first generation of the bereaved have passed away, and those who were born around 
the emancipation in 1945 are now in their late seventies. The pain and discrimination still sits firmly in their 
memories, even more than 70 years later. The imprinted experiences and memories are wars that would only 
end after with their death.

In total, 34 witnesses of Yeosun Uprising, analyzed from testimonial records published in 2018 and 2019, 
gave statements such as “I’ll be fine since I’m not guilty.”, “The name I could not speak even once.”, and “Mem-
ories of war in Gollyeonggol.” The way that victims react to trauma from the massacre of a family member, 
and the discrimination endured in their early adulthood and middle-age was examined.

The first reaction was oblivion. Amongst a social atmosphere where anti-communism was like a national pol-
icy, most of the bereaved buried their feeling in their heart, fearing further harm. The continued tangible and 
intangible state violence, and discrimination in local society forced the bereaved to forget.

The second reaction was ‘commie complex’. Many of the bereaved still live with that complex. It was obvious 
that those killed were slaughtered by the state, but the bereaved understood that their situation and painful 
life was due to the communists. In the society replete with an anti-communism system and dichotomy, the 
stigma of being a communist led to the continuous agony of constantly proving oneself to not be commu-
nist.

The third reactions were voluntary obedience and loyalty. The world was darkness itself for those bereaved 
in their early adulthood and middle age, where anti-communism became a national policy and the state con-
trolled and oppressed politics and society. Perhaps the conclusion was so obvious. Voluntary obedience was 
to protect themselves from the communist discourse of the country, to avoid guilt by association, so that 
other family members and their offspring would not inherit it over and over. Accordingly, they showed stron-
ger obedience to the nation than others, and moreover they displayed themselves as more loyal citizens.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

The Life and Memory of the Bereaved of 
Yeosun Uprising

The Elderly Abstract T3-03

YANG Sungjoo
Memorial Committee of the jeju April 3rd Uprising and Massacre Organizing chairperson

The scale and brutality of the state violence that swept Jeju Island over 70 years ago is breathtaking. More 

than 30,000 residents were killed, at a time when the island’s population was only 270,000. The Jeju 4.3 Law 

covers the seven years and seven months from the initial shooting on March 1st, 1947, until the state of 

emergency was finally lifted, on September 21st, 1954. Following half a century of negligence and silence, 

an official number of victims (14,532 as of March 27th, 2020) were finally recognized through reports. More 

than 100 villages disappeared and 40,000 residences were burned down. 

Despite this massive sacrifice, the state harshly suppressed the facts, and blocked those trying to investi-

gate. The bereaved were bound by chains of guilt by association. The victims’ offspring, children at the time, 

are now old and in their later years of life. It is time to look back on how the victims and the bereaved under-

stand how they were made as sacrifices by state violence.

Today’s grandmothers, who were young mothers at the time, have since suffered endless humiliation and 

been unable to openly lament their lost husbands. They cannot even speak of their memories of the incident. 

Sons and daughters of families of the deceased saw their access to education restricted, and even into adult-

hood, they faced many constraints in their jobs and careers.  

This article looks into how the incident concerned people, who became today’s elderly, and how they adapted 

themselves and reacted to the new reality after the state violence. Here are stories of the spouse of a victim 

sacrificed by the violence, a convicted person, someone who suffered from stress disorder their entire life, 

the family whose missing father was found to have been killed by gunfire, the massacre of the a bereaved 

family during the Korean War while sentenced by an illegal court martial, an old man who lost his family due 

to preventive custody, and other examples from several activist groups that studied the victims and families 

of the deceased. 

Even as the Special Act legislated in 2000 and the ‘Report on the Truth of the Jeju April 3rd Incident’ in 2003 

began to ascertain the truth and restore reputations, full and proper inquiries and research are still required 

to identify how such efforts are projected to the lives of individual stakeholders, who are the victims and 

members of the bereaved of state violence.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

Jeju 4·3 Incident and the Elderly 
Life of the Bereaved, National Sacrificial 

Lambs of State Violence

The Elderly AbstractT3-02



92 The 10th World Human Rights Cities Forum 93The Future of Human Rights Cities - Local Memories and Global Sharing

More than 40 years have passed since the 1979 Bu-Ma Democratic Uprising. Those youths who were the 

driving force of the uprising are now aged over sixty. The uprising led to one death and 1,563 were taken to 

police custody, according to what is known.

During the oppression of the uprising, violence by the police and martial law army resulted in a large number 

of victims. Yet a variety of fabrications and deceptive maneuvering took place to hide the uprising from the 

media. During this process, all kinds of tortures led to victims, who attempted or committed suicide, suffered 

injuries, or psychic trauma from sexual torture.

Many of the people concerned in the uprising endured continuous surveillance, investigations, social prej-

udice and stigma, emotional withering and financial hardships, due to difficulties obtaining employment or 

economic disadvantages after being discharged from jail. In addition to the physical distress that arose from 

torture and battery during the investigations, many victims still suffer emotional hurt, including depression, 

schizophrenia, anxiety disorders, and PTSD.

Many victims endured their pain from the state violence at the individual level. However, the enactment of the 

Act on Compensation and Regaining the Impaired Reputation of Those Concerned to the Bu-Ma Democratic 

Uprising, plus the organization of the Committee on Investigation of the Bu-Ma Democratic Uprising, opened 

ways for victims to publicize their own painful memories as collective memory. Memories, of course, cannot 

be sublimated easily. Above all, the first step is to open a space in which victims can talk with confidence. So-

ciety must not merely passively hear their stories, but engage in the public service of healing. 

If the pain of the uprising victims ends up as an individual endurance, the uprising is destined to become 

a ‘forgotten’ incident. However, if the pain is publicized to the collective memory, and moreover, if all of the 

victims of state violence in relation to widening the history of resistance from the declaration and abolition 

of the ‘Yushin(the Revitalizing Reform)’ are summoned at the same time, a social solidarity of pain would be 

secured and those victims would be free from their regret and enjoy a place for cohabitation in the society. 

Does it not seem as if the discourse on the human rights community would be filled with sound contents 

through such processes?

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 
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Busan Democratic Movement Memorial Association Board Member

The Pain and Collective Memory of State 
Violence: Priority to the Victims of the 

Bu-Ma Democratic Uprising

The Elderly AbstractT3-04

The adoption of South Korea’s national SDGs in 2018 has resulted in substantial local-government 

development, with 14 different local administrations establishing Local SDGs (L-SDGs) as of 2019. 

With these national and local efforts to achieve the UN SDGs, it is worthwhile to publicize and discuss 

human rights-based approaches to the SDG implementation system. 

 

To this end, the Session will review an international approach and progress with respect to imple-

menting the United Nations Human Rights Council recommendations through SDG implementation 

systems, and examine Gwangju’s achievements as a local entity, under UNHRC recommendations to 

the South Korean government. In addition, in-depth discussions will include a governance structure 

for local government human rights policies, and strategies to incorporate such governance in to sys-

tems for implementing SDGs, as well as better ways to strengthen local government partnerships 

with relevant stakeholders. 

A Combined Inspection System Based on SDGs and Human Rights: 

Gwangju Case Study

<UN Sustainable Development Goals and
Human Rights>

<UN Sustainable Development Goals and
Human Rights>
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UN SDGs and Human Rights AbstractN4-01

Birgitte Feiring
The Danish Institute for Human Rights Director of HR and Development

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development explicitly states that the SDGs “seek to realise human rights 

of all”. Analysis by the Danish Institute for Human Rights has illustrated that more than 90 % of the SDG 

targets reflect provisions of international human rights instruments. These instruments constitute legally 

binding obligations on states to respect, protect and fulfil human rights. Hence, there can be no sustainable 

development without human rights. On the contrary, the 2030 Agenda presents a universal roadmap with 

time-bound targets for realising human rights, in a manner that leaves no one behind. 

Operationally, the convergence between human rights and sustainable development provides huge opportu-

nities for enhancing efficiency, accountability and policy coherence. States can develop joined-up approaches 

for implementation and reporting on SDGs and human rights, and the guidance from international human 

rights monitoring mechanisms can ensure adequate implementation at country-level.

The Danish Institute for Human Rights has developed tools that facilitate a human rights-based implementa-

tion and monitoring of human rights and SDGs. The Human Rights Guide to the SDGs is a multilingual data-

base, which shows the concrete connections between the 169 SDG targets and the full range of international 

human rights instruments, labour standards and multilateral environmental agreements. The SDG-Human 

Rights Data Explorer is another multilingual database, which shows how the 150,000 recommendations from 

the UN human rights-system related to the SDG targets, filtered by country and by affected group of right-

sholders. 

My presentation at the 10th WHRCF will discuss the key elements of a human rights-based approach to 

sustainable development, and demonstrate how the abovementioned tools can help operationalise such an 

approach.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

In 2015 the United Nations declared an ambitious program, the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

Similarly aspiring as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948, the SDGs claim to make a difference 

in terms of justice on a global scale. While international institutions position the SDGs as a universal policy 

framework and current research focuses on the implementation of the SDGs, little attention is hitherto paid 

to the question of ‘locality’ and what this localising process – in which cities play an increasing role in – should 

look like. Exploring the SDGs as a ‘social imaginary’ (Taylor 2002) allows an understanding of how the SDGs 

figure as local narratives in pioneering SDG-city-initiatives. Those examples show the need of more reciproc-

ity between the local and the global. Therefore I argue for a shift from the dominant implementation towards 

a translation perspective to take locality more seriously; as it’s locality that discloses also deceptions inherent 

in the SDG narrative. Finally, I will outline a few contours of how the SDGs and Human Rights can complement 

and reinforce each other as narrative frames in their transformative potential.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 
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The Road to Sustainable Development is 
Based on Human Rights
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Implementation Cases and Future 
Challenges in Gwangju: 

UNHRC Recommendations for Korea

PARKCHA Ok-kyung
Korea Center for Sustainable Development Senior Advisor

The Korean government values international public opinions in order to improve its human rights status fol-

lowing guidance from international human rights monitoring mechanisms. With the current evaluation on 

the recommendations for Korea issued by the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC), and their rele-

vance to the Gwangju Human Rights Indicators (HRIs), I will examine the ongoing international human rights 

discourses and achievements in Gwangju so far. 

Based on international human rights instruments ratified by Korea, I will attempt to analyze how the Gwangju 

HRIs, Gwangju SDGs and UN SDGs are correlated, and explore key elements. Furthermore, I will suggest a 

combined approach to the Gwangju HRIs and Gwangju SDGs. 

After comparing and characterizing the existing Gwangju human rights governance systems and Gwangju 

SDGs implementation systems, I will present a provisional integrated implementation monitoring system that 

allows more effective activities from a human rights perspective. 

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 
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Implementation Cases and Future 
Challenges in Gwangju: 

UNHRC Recommendations for Korea

The Plenary Session 3 of the WHRCF will focus on local government mobilization in the world and in 
the ASPAC region face to COVID-19. On one hand, it will provide an opportunity to showcase those 
challenges and transformations related to human rights guarantee triggered by the pandemic at the 
local level, including health and social care issues. On the other, it will aim at providing a platform for 
local governments to share their #BeyondTheOutbreak strategies, identifying innovative proposals 
and opportunities that can help achieve more inclusive and resilient cities.

Facing the COVID-19 crisis and its mid and long terms impacts, local governments are providing first 
line support to the most vulnerable while promoting solidarity and making efforts to respond to the 
needs and realities of their territories. Mitigating the impacts of the pandemic over already existing in-
equalities and protecting fundamental rights - such as health, housing, work, non-discrimination and, 
more fundamentally, the right to life - are all issues at the heart of the current crisis. This situation is 
calling local and regional governments to take their responsibility to build safer, more inclusive, equal 
and sustainable cities for all.

Beyond the health crisis, local governments seem to be shaping new priorities, new aspirations, based 
on their experience of the pandemic. By taking the lead of emergency responses, local governments 
from across the worlds have been reconsidering their role in implementing transformative actions, 
experiencing new forms of cooperation with civil society and their organizations but also with the oth-
er levels of governance. More than ever, the human rights based approach of public services appears 
as a key response to strengthen the resilience of the territories. 

During the lock down, the cases of gender violence become more severe, and we have seen a resur-
gence of xenophobia and racism in many communities. The tensions generated by the situation of 
emergency has amplified in some cases the hate speeches that seeks to generate confrontations and 
division. 

The Plenary Session 3 will be structured around the following guiding questions: 
- From the local governments’ perspective, what are the key human rights challenges in the current 

context?
- How the emergency of the pandemic has revealed existing vulnerabilities but also provide a re-

newed capacity for local governments to implement human rights? 
- How can the experience developed during the crisis serve as a basis for more structural public poli-

cies?
-  What are the policies/actions/initiatives implemented by the Human rights cities in previous years 

that have helped to face the current crisis?

Local Governments Building the Post COVID 19 World: Public Services and 

Human Rights Challenges

<Plenary Session 3>
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P3 Plenary Session 3 Keynote Speech

Local Governments Building the Post 
COVID-19 World:  

Public Services and HR Challenges 

Gabriela Ramos
Social and Human Sciences at UNESCO Assistant Director-General

Welcome to the third plenary session of the 10th World Human Rights Cities Forum, co-organized by 

UNESCO and United Cities and Local Governments.  My name is Gabriela Ramos, Assistant Director-

General for Social and Human Sciences of UNESCO.  I want to thank the City of Gwangju for hosting this 

very important event. For this session, we will discuss “Local Governments Building the Post COVID-19 

World: Public Services and Human Rights Challenges.” 

 

Cities are at the vanguard of defending and safeguarding human rights as they are at the front lines 

of the manifold challenges besetting our contemporary societies – rapid urbanization, human mobility, 

climate change, rising poverty and inequalities, and now as if we didn’t have enough, the COVID-19 

pandemic. The crucial role of cities was once again demonstrated during this crisis, where the local 

responses called for the need to prioritize the most vulnerable groups, or those that have been most 

affected, including women and youth. During the crisis, cities have been at the forefront to provide 

services to save lives and to save livelihoods. Action had to be strengthened given that even prior to the 

pandemic, socioeconomic inequalities were on the rise, and they have been manifestly magnified during 

the current juncture. 

 

Over the years, local governments have made progress in advancing economic, social and cultural rights 

through the development of inclusive social policies and the delivery of public services, including in the 

areas of education, health and economic security. In a highly unequal world, the commitment of local 

governments in protecting and promoting human rights, and delivering on those services,  is now needed 

more than ever.   

 

The commitment to “localize” human rights, including through the promotion of the Sustainable 

Development Goals, should be at the heart of every human rights cities’ mandate. But human rights in its 

broader sense including the right to socioeconomic development. I want to quote Amartya Sen here, who 

said: “Development has to be more concerned with enhancing the lives we lead and the freedoms we 

enjoy”, and it has to be people-centred. 

 

P3Plenary Session 3 Keynote Speech

UNESCO has made strides in advancing a global narrative of how cities can contribute to the goals 

through the SDGs and the Habitat III’s New Urban Agenda. Through the International Coalition of Inclusive 

and Sustainable Cities, a global platform of more than 500 cities around the world, UNESCO promotes 

the significance of the human face of urbanization in today’s world. The cities act with a common voice 

that strive to fight against the social ills that arise from current social transformations.  This has focused 

also in promoting gender equality and youth empowerment as essential ingredients for urban inclusion 

and have set a pioneering example of global solidarity and cooperation among local and regional 

governments. 

 

Once more in the current juncture, we should focus on women and youth. We should avoid a lost 

generation as a major casualty of the Covid crisis.

 

But we know that the COVID has had a huge impact on our lives, and on our cities. UNESCO’s data on 

the access to employment and financial services in a number of Sub-Saharan African cities is huge – 

and the impact is more felt with the most vulnerable.  70% of the population had difficulty with access 

to employment services while 54% had difficulties with access to financial services. In addition to these 

barriers to accessibility, discrimination was prevalent among the population surveyed during COVID-19 

with social status as the most widely reported discriminatory factors at 24% of the responses, followed 

closely by political identification at 21% of those who responded to our call. 

 

This really calls for renewed action against discrimination and cities again play a crucial role in ensuring 

that people are free from this evil, from racism and violence, which, just like socio-economic inequalities, 

tend to be compounded in times of crisis. We cannot ignore for example the very unfair burden that has 

fallen on women’s shoulders, be it as health staff, as caregivers or as the so called “essential workers”. 

 

Even worse, as victims of unacceptable levels of violence, women have really been at the core of 

this agenda. In the twelve months before the pandemic, gender-based violence affected 243 million 

women and girls. The pandemic actually exacerbated this growing problem exposing women to threats 

to their personal integrity.  With aggravating factors such as isolation, financial and food insecurity, 

unemployment, and the impossibility of escaping from their abusers, this number has increased 

massively. Only days after the lockdown measures, domestic and intimate partner violence increased 

from 30% to 50% in certain countries according to UN Women. Actually they didn’t have the services 

to counter this threat, even the security services. One of the most striking facts is that women have 

been affected 1.8 times more from the pandemic, considering the economic impact when you compare 

them with men, increasing of course their initial status of vulnerability. It is a well-known vicious cycle of 

women being more vulnerable, so in times of shock, things can only get worse. 
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Alex Walker
Central Hawke's Bay District Council Mayor

People are at the heart of local government. This is how Mayor Alex Walker leads her council in the North 

Island of New Zealand. Central Hawke’s Bay is typical of small rural communities in New Zealand where cen-

tral government systems and services are dispersed, run from other larger, regional centres and sometimes 

non-existent, so the strength of local government is vital.

The approach in Central Hawke’s Bay is for local government to be an enabler and facilitator for the suc-

cess of their people. Prior to the pandemic, Central Hawke’s Bay District Council had created a networked 

approach to community wellbeing – where individuals, volunteers and agencies came together to share and 

work in a coordinated way for the benefit of their communities.

These networks proved essential for support of all parts of the community during COVID-19 response and 

that all people – no matter age, race, gender or employment status – had access to food and housing.

The pandemic has reiterated the existing vulnerabilities for Maori and youth who are most at risk from eco-

nomic and social dislocation due to an emergency. As a result, Central Hawke’s Bay District Council has part-

nered with central government to provide approaches to economic and social recovery that target improved 

outcomes for these people. Targeted initiatives, progressive procurement policies and use of local strengths 

and networks are re-building a stronger community.

The approach taken in Central Hawke’s Bay has clearly demonstrated a renewed capacity in local government 

to support wellbeing across diverse local communities and an example on which future policy for local gov-

ernment could be shaped.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

People are at the Heart of Local Government

Plenary Session 3 Abstract P3-01Plenary Session 3 Keynote SpeechP3

Therefore, we need cities to focus on gender-based responses to the crisis. Differently from the 2008 
financial crisis, this time, the sectors that are more hardest hit are overrepresenting women. There are 
527 million women workers in accommodation and food services, real estate, manufacturing and retail 
trade, and 42% of women in informal economy work in these sectors too. Many women and girls among 
the rising UN estimate of 214 million people who will be living in poverty. Girls are also more affected by 
school closures and many will never come back. 
 
So, human rights issues are at the forefront of the response to the pandemic.  Now, more than ever, 
it is important to recognize the magnitude of its adverse effects on the protection and promotion of 
universal human rights, and to collectively reflect on the way forward. 
 
Today, local human rights measures are mainly focused on mitigating the effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic in exacerbating existing social issues, with local governments worldwide showcasing their 
creativity and determination through their best response practices. 
 
However, beyond mobilizing local efforts, it is equally important to be able to analyze with a careful eye, 
an open mind and an innovative lens the adverse effects of the crisis on the most vulnerable groups and 
evaluate the various modes of recourse that can be taken to protect them. Thus, we can move forward 
from this pandemic to build the “next new normal” that will be better if we take the right decisions and if 
we prioritize again, the vulnerable groups. I cannot emphasize how much we really need to prioritize the 
vulnerable groups.  
 
This is an unprecedented time for the international community and must be handled with the utmost 
solidarity, collaboration and innovation. As we engage in a critical dialogue about our challenges and 
efforts during the crisis, let us encourage one another to be resilient and to uphold the support of 
empowerment of citizens.   
 
It is in this regard that we must mobilize our resources and work together in order to use our collective 
synergies to effectively rebuild the world in the aftermath of COVID-19.  If we want to build back better, 
we know where the efforts should be put, and include the social inclusion dimensions, through a human 
rights-based approach at the center. UNESCO stands ready to build partnerships, starting with the City 
of Gwangju, as well as the other actors in the Forum to advance this agenda. Let us take concrete action 
and work collaboratively through our networks. It is through partnerships towards our common goal of 
inclusive urban governance that the best interest of humankind will be served. 
 
Once again, I warmly welcome you to the third plenary session of the 10th World Human Rights Cities 
Forum.  May it be purposeful, productive and progressive for all of us.   
 
Thank you very much. 

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 
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Philippe Rio 
City of Grigny Mayor

Local Governments Building the Post 
COVID-19 World

Public Services and Human Rights Challenges

P3-03Plenary Session 3 AbstractP3-02 Plenary Session 3 Abstract

Restoration and Tolerance 
Challenges for Sustainable Human Rights Cities 

LEE Jae-jun
Goyang City Mayor

 The pandemic situation, which has been declared as the third major pandemic in history, has raised human 

rights issues above the surface  which before were hidden or went unnoticed. COVID-19 has affected every-

one equally in some ways, yet it has also dealt a more severe blow to the most vulnerable members of our 

society, the people who have suffered the most. 

In the past, our society focused on quantitative growth. In this stage of progress, we have started to reflect 

on the human rights of those who have been marginalized, namely the socially disadvantaged. 

 The COVID-19 situation will not come to an end through medical treatment by vaccine alone. It means that 

we, moving beyond the socities we had before COVID-19, require restructuring in the overall inconsistent 

interrelations in the social order between people, between people and nature, and must go forward as new 

cities that guarantee the dignity of all humans.

 The transformation of new cities was implemented by the government’s transparent and democratic re-

sponse strategy and the participation of local governments and civil governance. Beginning from Goyang City, 

the local government’s innovative idea spread laterally, and the voluntary participation of citizens and civil 

governance showed the possibility of a new cooperative model.

 Through the example set by Goyang City, we would like to share a discussion with you on a direction and 

strategy that can advance toward the new human rights cities, centered on people, in the post-coronavirus 

era.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 
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COVID 19 has brought an extraordinary challenge to the humanity. It has adversely impacted the people in a 

manner never experienced before. Having impacted every aspects of public life, It has brought our planet to a 

grinding halt. Nepal is no exception.  

With the rising case of COVID 19, as a precautionary measure a nationwide lockdown was imposed in the 

month of March 2020. The onus was now on the local governments, who have direct relation to the citizens, 

to deal with the challenges. The transition from a unitary state to a federal structure with three tiers of gov-

ernments- central, provincial and local government, is a very recent in context of Nepal. This pandemic has 

appeared in such a time where we have just begun to practice federalism in our country. This has posed a 

very unique challenge. It has brought many issues related to federalism to the forefront. Lack of effective co-

ordination among federal structures, lack of adequate laws, scarcity of resources, proper institutions are few 

of the issues.  

Initially there was very less scientific information and understanding about COVID 19 which generated an en-

vironment of threat and panic. With very limited knowledge about this disease and scares resources at hand, 

we were not at all prepare to deal with it in an effective manner. Ever rising cases in the rich and mightiest 

countries of the world, scared us. Nevertheless, we planned to deal with it in best possible manner. To the 

date, we have faced many unique challenges and learned a quite a few new experiences in this journey so far.   

In Birgunj Metropolitan city, we did what a local government has to do and also what central and provincial 

governments couldn’t do immediately. We had to respond timely and in a proactive manner. Apart from 

providing immediate relief to the poor and daily wage laborer in the unorganized sector, we also established 

quarantine centers, COVID special hospital, mass PCR testing, isolation centers etc. We followed the 3T prin-

ciple-Trace, Test and Treat. We launched an ambitious programme to test at least one member from each 

household- a first of its kind in Nepal. The major challenges we faced during this pandemic are: lack of coor-

dination among the federal structures, scarcity of resources, limited knowhow about the disease, restricted 

access to essential public services by the people, institutions becoming authoritarian and insensitive towards 

people, intentional and unwanted restriction of Human rights, ad-hoc decision making etc. On the positive 

side, we have learned a quite a few lessons and got an opportunity to improve our shortcomings. This has 

forced us to reflect and change the course, incorporate right based approach in our functioning. The need of 

the day is a strong, empowered and sensitive local government which works toward a resilient society.  

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 
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City of Birgunj Mayor
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Local Governments and COVID-19
Birgunj Experience 

Local Government in the Post COVID-19 Era
Public service and human rights tasks

P3-04 Plenary Session 3 Abstract

COVID-19 has led to problems relating to human rights in many parts of society. In some cases, paradoxically, 

citizens’ freedom and their economic and cultural rights have been restricted by preventive measures enact-

ed to protect their right to health.

The Korean government has implemented rapid and thorough epidemic prevention measures for the health 

of the people and the stability of the nation. It has also made every effort to protect human rights by estab-

lishing the “guidelines for disclosure of confirmed COVID-19 person’s movements.” In addition, follow-up 

measures were taken, such as promptly distributing disaster support funds so that all the people in econom-

ic difficulties could maintain their basic lives.

Along with central government efforts, Gwangju City has responded systematically to COVID-19 with the 

May 18 Gwangju spirit, embracing the meanings of democracy, human rights and peace. Through △ dem-

ocratic and transparent responses △ responses to the underprivileged with human rights △ responses of 

sharing and solidarity, we have coped with the crisis of COVID-19 and strengthened our ability to protect hu-

man rights.

In addition to responding to COVID-19, Gwangju City pursues three strategies to become a more inclusive 

and resilient human rights city in the post-COVID era.

Firstly, build a public health care infrastructure against new infectious diseases.  

The ‘Gwangju Public Medical Center’ will open in 2024, securing 40 negative pressure sickbeds and 210 gen-

eral sickbeds, and the ‘Honam Area Infectious Disease Special Hospital’ will open in 2023, for use by residents 

around Gwangju City,.

Secondly, become a ‘carbon-neutral energy self-reliant city’ by 2045. COVID-19 is closely related to climate 

change, and a climate crisis will threaten the health and lives of citizens. Therefore, Gwangju City will convert 

its electricity sources to be produced by 100 percent renewable energy, and will realize a climate safety city 

by planting 30 million trees, creating urban parks and recycling 100 percent of household waste.

Thirdly, strengthen the network of human rights’ cities. Since the World Human Rights Cities Forum began in 

2011, the efforts towards solidarity for human rights have increased. However, the issues concerning human 

rights have also increased, and should be solved together through solidarity for human rights,. In order to 

overcome the various crises faced by mankind and create a sustainable community of human rights, stron-

ger and more practical solidarity for human rights is required.  

Gwangju City will do its best to implement human rights solidarity with international human rights organiza-

tions, local governments interested in human rights cities, and NGOs. Thank you.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

KIM Jonghyo
Gwangju Metropolitan City Deputy Mayor for Administrative Affairs
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COVID-19 is not only a global health crisis felt across the world, it has also posed a serious threat to human 

rights in unimaginable ways. As the global death toll exceeds 1 million, the right to life, liberty and security 

of citizens around the world has all been infringed upon. The economy of every country and most industries 

have also taken a detrimental hit, local governments are also faced with the challenge of effectively providing 

public services and protecting human rights.   

 

Governments around the world have been conflicted with whether to apply a relaxed or strict management 

approach to COVID-19. Both approaches have their unique challenges and encroach on human rights in its 

own way. Every decision made by governments and medical personnels potentially impacts the privacy of 

individuals, freedom of movement, their right to work and whether they live or die. Learning from our devas-

tating experience with SARS, Taipei City Government is committed to balance disease prevention and human 

rights protection.  

 

Taipei’s 5 epidemic prevention strategies of strict internal control, advanced deployment, economic revital-

ization, avoiding excessive mobilization and experience sharing are the key reasons to our success. Taipei 

City has ensured that each strategy follows the relevant laws to prevent a violation of human rights. The new 

normal must be able to manage individual rights and community welfare. When governments are seeking to 

protect the lives of its citizens, it is important to remember the importance of preserving humanity through 

embracing human rights.   

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 
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Mayor’s Office for External Affairs Commissioner

The United Nations Special Rapporteur on the right to adequate housing will highlight in his presentation the 
crucial role of local and regional Government to protect the right to adequate housing during the COVID-19 
pandemic and in its aftermath.  
 
Housing is one essential frontline in the fight against Covid-19 as demonstrated by stay-at home orders.  How-
ever, 1.9 billion people on this world have no access to adequate housing and many more face situations of 
overcrowding. There have been many pandemic housing conditions before COVID-19. The economic downturn 
that has followed the pandemic threatens now to turn a public health emergency into a housing emergency of 
global dimensions.   
 
While many States, regional governments and cities have temporarily staved off the worst through measures such 
as moratoria on evictions, and protection of renters of mortgage payers, there is great concern on three fronts:  
 
First, the impact of Covid-19 on the right to housing, has been very unequally distributed, reflecting pre-ex-
isting hierarchies and inequalities along racial, gender and other lines.  Mortality and infection rates are sig-
nificantly higher among minorities and other vulnerable groups.  Inadequate housing conditions for millions of 
marginalized people have contributed to excessive, largely preventable death and suffering.   
 
Second, while the pandemic continues to rage, many temporary mitigation measures have either already come 
to an end or may soon do so. An unprecedented spike in evictions, hunger, homelessness and eventually mor-
tality is therefore to be expected.   
 
Third, forced evictions have continued, if not accelerated, during the pandemic. Homeless persons, persons 
who live in informal settlements, migrant workers and many other vulnerable groups are now facing worsening 
conditions with heightened risk of infection, community spread of the virus and mortality. 
 
The Special Rapporteur believes that these outcomes can and should be avoided and that a better approach to 
combating the worst impacts of Covid-19 on the right to housing is available and possible.   
 
When building back better, local and regional Governments are as State institutions fully bound by the interna-
tional human rights treaties signed or ratified by their country. Similar like States they are obliged to progres-
sively realize the right to adequate housing for all.   
 
The crisis should be seen as an opportunity to bring back into public policies that housing is a fundamental human 
right and a social good, and not only an avenue for investment or enrichment at the expense of the larger public.  
 
Mr. Rajagopal will conclude with a set of short, medium and long terms recommendations for local Governments to 
ensure that the right to adequate housing is protected and fulfilled during and beyond the COVID-19 pandemic. 

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 
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Balakrishnan Rajagopal
UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Housing
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City of Valencia Mayor
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COVID-19 world
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When we talk about human rights we are dealing with the basic rights and freedoms that belong to every 

person in the world from the time he/she was in the womb of her/his mother until he/she passed away.

Human rights include the right to life, liberty, freedom of opinion and expression, right to work and education.

But these rights were limited when policies were enacted to conform and adapt to the new norm. Let me dis-

cuss several rights that were curtailed due to the guidelines set forth by our IATF Inter Agency Task Force.

Declaration of state of public health emergency, freedom of expression, right to the highest attainable stan-

dard of health, right to education, travel of LSIs Locally stranded individuals and OFWs Overseas Filipino 

Workers, mandatory swab/pcr test, protection of health workers and frontliners, cultural traditions, data pri-

vacy.

All these rights maybe limited but there are still parameters that must be followed when applying limitations. 

Apparently this is a big challenge to all local chief executives on how to be creative and innovative in imple-

menting measures by not circumventing the law and violating the rights of the people. This means only the 

least restrictive measures must be applied. Hence limitations must not be abused or applied in an arbitrary 

way.

There were reports that other local officials have subjected people to ill treatment, forced LGBT to do lewd 

acts in public and those who violated lockdown rules are kept in dog cages. I just hope justice will be served 

to all the victims.

We are facing a long crucial battle with undetermined path and result. What is clear right now is that more 

violations of the rights of the people will not help us. Our survival is dependent on protecting the rights of our 

people and holding on to the principles of democracy and the rule of law.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

Plenary Session 3 AbstractP3-08

Madelaine Y. Alfelor
City of Iriga Mayor
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9th October9th October

09:00~12:50 T4 Disability 114p

Language
Theme

Organizer

Opening

Speaker
Presenter

Speaker

Presenter
Speaker

Korean, English
Remembering the Protestors! Moving Forward from Discrimination
The Research Institute of Differently Abled Persons’ Right in Gwangju, Gwangju 
Solidarity Against Disability Discrimination
Moderator PARK Sok-kyung [Korea] 
                     Kyunghee University Humanitas College Professor
James Conroy [U.S.A] Pennhurst Memorial & Preservation Alliance Co-president
KIM Yongmok [Korea]
Committee on Sexual Violence at Inhwa School Standing Representative
YEO Junmin [Korea] Disability and Human rights In Action Activist
PARK Younghee [Korea]
Disability Discrimination Act of Solidarity in Korea Standing Representative
YU Haejeong [Korea] GyeongSang National University Invited Professor
PARK Kyungseok [Korea]
Solidarity Against Disability Discrimination Standing Joint Representative

Live 
Streaming

13:00~15:30 T5 Gender 118p

Language
Theme

Organizer
Greetings

Opening

Speaker

Discussant

Korean, English
Beijing+25, Achievement and Challenges
Gwangju-Jeonnam Women Association United
HAN Yunhee [Korea] Gwangju-Jeonnam Women's Association United Chairperson
Moderator PAIK Heejung [Korea] 
                     Korean Sexual Recognition Network Co-representative
WOO Misun [Korea]
Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and Development (APWLD) Regional 
Coordinator
CHO Youngsook [Korea]
Korea Women's Associations United Chair of International Solidarity Center
RO Chae-yeong [Korea]
Gwangju Foundation for Women & Family Gender Equality of Chief Officer
OH Kyungjin [Korea]
Korea Women's Associations United International Solidarity Coordinator
KIM Gyoung Rae [Korea]
Gwangju-Jeonnam Women's Association United Policy Committee Member

Live 
Streaming

13:00~16:00 N5 Human Rights Activists Workshop 122p

Language
Theme

Organizer

Opening
Speaker

Korean
Stories of Excluded and Forgotten People
Human Rights Movement Plus+, Gwangju Ingwonjigi Hwaljjak, Jeju Peace
Human Rights Institute “WHAT”
Moderator PARK Jin [Korea] Dasan Human Rights Center Activist
HA Keumchul [Korea] Academy of Korean Studies Ph.D
JUNG Hyun-ae [Korea] YOON Sang-won Memorial Association Executive Director

Live 
Streaming

15:00~16:30 N6 Asia-Pacific Coalition of Cities Against Discrimination (APCAD) Workshop 125p

Language
Content

Organizer

Introduction

Speaker

Discussant

Korean, English
Establishing a network of cities interested in sharing experiences in order to
improve their policies to fight racism, discrimination, xenophobia and exclusion
UNESCO Bangkok Office, Gwangju Metropolitan City, Gwangju International Center
Sue Vize [Australia] UNESCO Bangkok Office ASPAC Regional Adviser
Benedetto Zacchiroli [Italy]
European Coalition of Cities Against Racism (ECCAR) President
Hendri Septa Walikota [Indonesia] Padang Acting MAyor of Padang
Sue Vize [Australia] UNESCO Bangkok Office ASPAC Regional Adviser
SHIN Gyonggu [Korea]
Human Rights & International Affairs, the City of Gwangju Senior Advisor
City Members of APCAD

Live 
Streaming

15:00~17:00 S7-1 Indonesian Human Rights Cities Session 126p

Language
Theme

Organizer

Opening

Keynote 
Speech

Speaker

Discussant

English
Human Rights Cities
INFID, Executive Office of the President of the Republic of Indonesia, Indonesia 
National Commission on Human Rights (Komnas HAM)
Moderator Sylvia Yazid [Indonesia] Parahyangan Catholic University, Office for 
                                              International Affairs and Cooperation Head
Moeldoko [Indonesia] The President of the Republic of Indonesia Chief Staff

Ahmad Taufan Damanik [Indonesia]
National Commission on Human Rights of Indonesia Chairperson
Dewanti Rumpoko [Indonesia] City of Batu Mayor
Lukman Fadlun [Indonesia] City of Banjarmasin, Head of Legal Division
Evi Zain [Indonesia] Aceh Truth and Reconciliation Commission Vice chairperson
Zainal Abidin [Indonesia] STHI Jentera Lecturer 
Wicaksono Sarosa [Indonesia]
Ruang Waktu Knowledge-Hub for Sustainable Development Director

Live 
Streaming

17:00~18:30 S7-2 Indonesian Human Rights Cities Session 130p

Language
Theme

Organizer

Opening

Keynote 
Speech

Speaker

Discussant

English
Human Rights Cities and Preventing Violent-Extremism
INFID, Executive Office of the President of the Republic of Indonesia, Indonesia 
National Commission on Human Rights (Komnas HAM)
Moderator Danny Wulandari [Indonesia] Government Agency Cooperation 
                      Directorate of Regional and Multilateral, Head of Section
Yudian Wahyudi [Indonesia] Agency for Pancasila Ideology Education Head

Hendrar Prihadi [Indonesia] City of Semarang Mayor
Dewirini Anggraeni [Indonesia]
Strong Cities Network (SCN) Local Consultant in South-East Asia
Yuliyanto [Indonesia] City of Salatiga Mayor
Hairus Salim [Indonesia] LKiS Foundation Head
Andi Yentriyani [Indonesia]
National Commission on Violence against Women Commissioner

Live 
Streaming
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9th October9th October

16:00~19:00 T6 Children 134p

Language

Theme

Organizer

Opening

Speaker

Discussant

Korean, English

Community, Citizen, and Youth Political Participation

Gwangju Metropolitan Office of Education, Center for Public Interest&Human 

Rights Law Chonnam National University

Moderator HEO Wanjung [Korea]

                     CNU, Center for Public Interest & Human Right Law Director

SEO Hyeonsu [Korea] Korean National University of Education Assistant Professor

LEE Eunsun [Korea] 

Solidarity for Child Rights Movement - Jieum Standing Activist

Jens Hüttmann [Germany]

LANDESZENTRALE FÜR POLITISCHE BILDUNG HAMBURG Deputy Director

KANG Gu-sup [Korea] Chonnam National University Professor

MO Kkot-noel [Korea] Gwangju High School Students' Council Chairperson

KIM Byong-il [Korea]

Korean Teachers & Educational Worker's Union, Director of Gwangju Branch

IM Mi-ran [Korea]

Gwangju Metropolitan Council City Council
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17:00~18:30 H1 International Human Rights Education Center Workshop 138p
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Greetings
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Korean, English

Sharing Various Programs of International Human Rights Education Centers 

and Seeking Strategies to Promote Cooperative Networks among the Partner 

Organizations

UNESCO, Gwangju International Center

YOON Mokhyeon [Korea]

Deomocracy&HR&Peace Bureau, Gwangju Metropolitan City Director-General

SHIN Gyonggu [Korea] International Human Rights Education Center Co-director

Elena Ippoliti

UN OHCHR Methodology, Education and Training Section Official

Anna Maria Majlöf [Sweden] 

UNESCO Inclusion and Rights, Social and Human Sciences Sector, and ICCAR 

Secretary Chief

Malin Oud [Sweden] Raoul Wallenberg Institute Stockholm Office Director

Helga Riedl [Germany] City of Nuremberg, Human Rights Office Project Manager

Alejandra Naftal [Argentina] The ESMA Museum and Site of Memory Director

Live 
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19:00~21:00 N7 UNESCO ICCAR Global Steering Committee Meeting 145p
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English
Developing policies for responding to racism, discrimination, xenophobia etc. as 
well as discussing methods of sharing information and experiences
UNESCO, Gwangju Metropolitan City, Gwangju International Center
Moderator Sue Vize [Australia] UNESCO Social and Human Sciences in Asia and 
                               the Pacific Regional Adviser
Gabriela Ramos [France]
UNESCO Social and Human Sciences Assistant Director-General
Anna Maria Majlöf [Sweden]
UNESCO Inclusion and Rights, Social and Human Sciences Sector, and ICCAR 
Secretary Chief
Benedetto Zacchiroli [Italy]
European Coalition of Cities Against Racism (ECCAR) President
Erias Lukwago [Coalition of African Cities] City of Kampala Mayor, Uganda
Fatimetou Abdel Malick [Coalition of Arab Cities]
Regional Council of Nouakchott President, Mauritania
Hisham Jabbari [Coalition of Arab Cities]
President of the Municipal Council of Essaouira, Morocco
Benedetto Zacchiroli [European Coalition]
European Coalition of Cities Against Racism (ECCAR) President
SHIN Gyonggu [Asia-Pacific Coalition]
Human Rights & International Affairs, the City of Gwangju Senior Advisor
Fabiana Goyeneche [Latin American Coalition]
City of Montevideo, Director of Social Development
Nelson Fernandez [Latin American Coalition]
City of Montevideo, International Affairs Director
Laura Waxman [US Coalition] US Conference of Mayors 
Mohammad Mousa [Canada Coalition] UNESCO Canadian Commission 
Programme Officer
Ângela Melo [France]
UNESCO Polices and Programmes Sector for Social and Human Sciences Director

Live 
Streaming

19:00~20:30 N8 Town Hall 146p
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English
Dialogues between Asian Civil Society and Local Government
GPR2C, UCLG-CISDP
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Streaming

21:00~22:30 N9 Human Rights Cities Project Workshop 147p
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Discussant

English
Brainstorming on expanding the current number of human rights cities around 
the world 100 to 1,000 by 2030
WHRCF International Advisory Committee, Gwangju International Center
Moderator SHIN Gyonggu [Korea] WHRCF Planning Committee Member
Hans Sakkers [Netherland] WHRCF International Advisory Committee Member
Morten Kjaerum [Denmark] WHRCF International Advisory Committee Member
Sneh Aurora [England] Human Rights Education Consultant

Closed
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Meaning and content of the Pennhurst Longitudinal Study
The USA has a long history of public institutions and eugenics regarding people with mental disabilities. Na-
tional change away from public institutions began in 1970. Approximately 200,000 people moved from insti-
tutions to community living from 1970 to 2010. 
The first and largest scientific study of the outcomes of this deinstitutionalization was the Pennhurst Longi-
tudinal Study. The methods and findings of that study, and other studies like it, will be described. People were, 
on the average, much better off after moving.

- The life of a disabled resident before and after leaving Pennhurst
At Pennhurst, people had bleak lives, rarely going out, and frequently with abuse and neglect. Sexual abuse 
was practically universal. Services were minimal. For example, the average person was seen by a psychol-
ogist or psychiatrist an average of 3 minutes per year. After moving, people went out every day, saw their 
families and friends more often, and doubled the amount of services they received. They became more 
independent, had fewer challenging behaviors, and lived much longer.

- The need for research on longitudinal study of abolishing residential institution and the role of local gov-
ernment
Research on deinstitutionalization is needed in every nation beginning the process, so that citizens will 
know what great benefits accrue. Local governments must learn that citizens with disabilities can rejoin 
society and participate in living, working, eating, traveling, and recreation. Moreover, their support systems 
provide jobs in local communities.

A brief description of the Pennhurst Memorial & Preservation Alliance
An organization was created in 2008 to preserve the memory of the tragedy and triumph of Pennhurst and 
places like it: the Pennhurst Memorial & Preservation Alliance. Its mission is:
To promote an understanding of the struggle for dignity and full civil rights for persons with disabilities, using 
the little-known history at Pennhurst. By sharing this tragic story as well as its landmark victories, we seek to 
educate citizens in local, national and international communities, to assure that we never go back.
Our goals are to create a museum at the old Pennhurst institution, to teach about its real history, and then to 
help begin the creation of a National museum in Washington DC, devoted to learning and memory about the 
larger disability rights history and movement.

- Content: What kind of space is the museum the Pennhurst Memorial & Preservation Alliance wants to cre-
ate? One of the old buildings at Pennhurst is being used to house a new museum.

- Purpose: Why does the Pennhurst Memorial & Preservation Alliance aim to build a museum?We must 
never forget how we mistreated our citizens with mental disabilities. We must learn from our 
mistakes and never repeat them.

※ The rest is omitted.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

From Research to Remembering with Honor
The American Pennhurst Journey

James Conroy
Pennhurst Memorial & Preservation Alliance Co-president

Disability Abstract T4-01

Gwangju Inhwa School is notorious for its decades-long record of abusing students, as depicted in the 

film Dogani (Silenced). The school complex, a witness to the real-life events, is scheduled to be reno-

vated. Pennhurst State School and Hospital, a former institution for mentally and physically disabled 

individuals, will be transformed into a museum so that people can keep the memories alive.

What we must remember are the records of those persons with disabilities (PwD) who fought against 

the unfair Level of Disability (LOD) system that deprived of their rights. These people become the 

subject of their life by overcoming difficulties in unfriendly social environments, who were courageous 

enough to become protestors while refusing to accept generous dispensation and other benefits, and 

who stood on their own feet, being independent from their families and institutions.

The recent repeal of the LOD system will not bring immediate improvements. Substantial progress 

will require more time. In order to make more changes in the coming decade, activities to abolish PwD 

institutions and to uphold the ‘right-to-work’ are currently being discussed. Regulatory actions to 

shut down controversial institutions and to punish those responsible will not necessarily ensure PwD 

human rights.

The 10th World Human Rights Cities Forum 「Disabilities」 session will explore ways to preserve the 

memories engraved in space and life and how to keep those memories alive. This aims to design a 

future for human right cities where no one is excluded, through pursuing a society without PwD insti-

tutions.

Remembering the Protesters! Moving Forward from Discrimination!

How Do We Remember the Protestors and What Do We Have to Do for Equality?

<Disability>
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In the meantime, the severely disabled has been trapped in the frame of job rehabilitation policy for the dis-

abled that focuses on improving productivity in order to access to private labor market. No matter how hard 

they try, it is difficult for people with severe disabilities to find employment, and most of them are living as un-

employed or economically inactive populations. There is a need for an alternative to the vocational rehabilita-

tion policy for the disabled that aims to enter the private labor market with a focus on improving productivity.

As an alternative, I will try to create Seoul-style right-centered public jobs tailored to the seriously disabled 

based on three duties; “Activities to Protect the Rights and Interests of the Disabled“,”Cultures and Art Activi-

ties“, and ”Activities of Instructors to Improve Awareness of the Disabled“.

The fact that jobs are given to the most severely disabled on the preferential basis indicates that the cause 

of the failure of the labor policy for the disabled so far is not due to the body (disability) of the disabled, but 

due to social prejudices. This means the change in policy that moves jobs based on  the rehabilitation-fo-

cused productivity standard  for the business purpose of market, competition, performance and profit to  the 

right-focused jobs tailored to the severely disabled . 

The relationship between the non-disabled and the disabled, which has been treated as 'the object of care 

and sympathy', will appear as the change of 'the subject of rights' by guaranteeing the labor right of the most 

severely disabled through the said three right-focused duties tailored to the severely disabled. Integrative 

education in the community is being conducted for the deinstitutionalization and independent living of the 

disabled. It is the time to support the adaptation of the deinstitutionalized persons with disabilities to the 

community through lifelong education. Rights-focused public jobs tailored to the severely disabled can be an 

alternative to labor policies for the disabled that organically connect and integrate employment, education, 

and support for the disabled.

Rights-oriented public jobs tailored to the severely disabled will be the basis for the stable settlement and in-

tegration of the deinstitutionalized persons with severe disabilities in the community.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

PARK Kyungseok
Solidarity Against Disability Discrimination Standing Joint Representative

Deinstitutionalization as Seen through 
the Right-focused Public Jobs Tailored to 

the Severely Disabled

Disability Abstract T4-03

Those who resisted by death

In 1984, Mr. Kim Soonseok, a disabled person with polio, committed suicide, leaving in his final will a plea to 

the Mayor of Seoul: “Please get rid of the bumps and obstacles on the streets.” His suicide stemmed from 

difficulties in supporting his family – his wife and six-year-old son – due to the numerous steps and obstacles 

on streets across the city that made them almost impossible to cross by wheelchair. A memorial ceremony 

was held for Mr. Kim in October after his passing, yet still today, disabled persons with similarly everyday 

struggles cherish his memory.

Those who started to resist amid the city

In 2002, an old man fell to his death while taking the lift at Oido subway station. This accident led to the rec-

ognition that the disabled were living a marginalized life of social isolation without access to public transpor-

tation. Moreover, it gave rise to the struggle for the ‘right of movement for the disabled’, which ultimately re-

sulted in the 2005 legislation, “The Promotion of Transport Convenience of Mobility Disadvantaged Persons.”

The disabled who are called ‘resident’ in the city

The disabled, with limited accessible housing options, were outsiders in the city. In 2000, as a movement to-

ward their independent living began, they came more and more to ask for support, no longer from family and 

accommodations, but from a service system that provides support and assistance. Without this system, two 

persons, named Song Kookhyun and Kim Jooyoung, died as victims of the ill-established ‘Disability Grading 

System’. It could not acknowledge the variety of disabilities, applying non-human-rights standards against 

the bodies of the disabled. This struggle is expected to run further and longer.

It becomes a struggle as death has become memory

To change a place from somewhere people ‘are living’ into somewhere people ‘can live’ requires resistance. 

Some disabled people now lost by death, were asked to prove their existence in a space by themselves. How-

ever, when their experiences were commemorated in the struggle, these martyrs gave rise to changes in 

their cities. The disabled, so accustomed to not being recognized as existing, not called residents of the city 

and thus excluded from social systems, resisted through death. Their death led to the struggle by those who 

remember them, that resulted in changes to urban spaces, so that eventually, the disabled could call them-

selves citizens. These martyrs exist once again through the memories of their resistance and sacrifice.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

PARK Younghee
Disability Discrimination Act of Solidarity in Korea Standing Representative

Disabled Legacy through Death
in Urban Spaces

Disability AbstractT4-02
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WOO Misun
Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and Development (APWLD) Regional Coordinator

25 Years since Beijing, 75 Years since UN 
Ideas for a Feminist Future

Gender Abstract T5-01

The year 2020 marks an important trajectory for women’s human rights and sustainable development for 

the international community. It has been 25 years since the adoption of the Beijing Declaration and Platform 

for Action; 20 years since the United Nations Security Council Resolution on Women, Peace and Security; Five 

years since the adoption of the Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development; and 75 years since the creation 

of the United Nations.

How far have we come in making genuine and meaningful progress towards human rights, equality, justice 

and peace? The answer is short - not too far, and it is probably true that there have been regressions with 

emerging challenges. The COVID-19 has revealed so clearly how the interconnected systems of oppressions 

have massively and systemically facilitated the inequalities of wealth, resources and power between coun-

tries, between rich and poor and between men and women in all their diversities. Additionally, the dangerous 

level of lack of accountability, cautious efforts to blur the roles and responsibilities of governments as duty 

bearers while shaping systems for large corporations to hold and exercise unlimited power to make decisions 

and interrupt participatory democracy.

It is imperative that the structural barriers to women’s human rights and accountability are identified, and 

subsequently collective efforts to remove such systems of oppressions. Feminist and women’s movements 

have been at the forefront of charting out a vision for more just and sustainable future for Development Jus-

tice.  The presentation/paper will discuss how feminist organising is integral in bringing meaningful change 

for women’s human rights, and offer some collaborative actions points to facilitate accountability and peo-

ple’s sovereignty to make decisions that affect our lives and the planet.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

The year 2020 marks the 25th anniversary of the Beijing Platform for Action (BPFA), the 20th anni-

versary of the adoption of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and 

Security, and the 5th anniversary of the launch of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs). This session will discuss the achievements that have made and the challenges that still exist.

Last year, United Nations member states submitted their Beijing+25 national reports, covering their 

achievements and identifying gaps and remaining challenges, as well as future plans to accelerate 

implementation at the national level. Civil society also prepared reports on observed outcomes and 

trends.

The regional and national Beijing+25 reports will allow us to grasp the global frame and trends to be 

discussed in the years to come, and this session enable participants to share policies and issues at 

both the regional and national level, connecting them with the global frame. The session will further 

seek alternative measures that all human rights cities can follow to achieve gender equality and wom-

en’s empowerment.

Beijing+25, Achievements and Challenges

<Gender>
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RO Chae-yeong
Gwangju Foundation for Women & Family Gender Equality of Chief Officer

This year marks the 25th anniversary of the adoption of the Beijing Platform for Action, and also the 20th 

anniversary of the adoption of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325. Both are important instru-

ments to promote women rights and mitigate discrimination against women worldwide. Viewing women’s 

rights as human rights, they defined the roles and rights of women in 12 critical areas of concern, including 

poverty, health, violence, armed conflicts, decision-making, human rights, and the environment. They en-

couraged international society to exert greater efforts for the participation of women in all peacekeeping and 

peace-building measures, the prevention of conflicts and progress on gender mainstreaming. These strate-

gies called on gender mainstreaming, the integration of a gender-equality perspective at all stages and levels 

of legislation, policies, and funding. 

In Korea, the establishment of the Ministry of Women (currently, the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family) 

in 2001 laid the foundations and an institutional framework for gender mainstreaming. Since then, Korea 

has made substantial progress in various areas, including in the elimination of violence against women, an 

increase in the representation of women, and the introduction of the gender impact assessment (“GIA”). In 

addition, multidimensional efforts have been made at the local level. 

Gwangju is a forerunner in gender mainstreaming policies, such as the gender impact assessment and gen-

der-sensitive budget and accounting practices, education programs for improving gender awareness, gen-

der-statistics database, and legislative measures supporting the women-friendly city initiative. In particular, 

Gwangju is making great efforts to development gender equality projects and fulfill its responsibilities. This 

includes public policy research and policy development activities to carry out gender impact assessment and 

gender-sensitive budget and accounting, project-oriented policy improvement and policy implementations, 

and utilization of results, gender equality policy feedback and strengthening policy implementation capabili-

ties through education programs that improve gender awareness, and gender governance building process. 

This paper discusses how to make gender mainstreaming policies successful and sustainable by elaborating 

on projects to expand the gender impact assessment and gender-sensitive budget systems in Gwangju, and 

on those achievements that have been made so far, as well as challenges that need to be addressed.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

Gender Mainstreaming Policy in Gwangju 
Achievements and Challenges

Gender Abstract T5-03

The Fourth World Conference on Women, convened by the United Nations in Beijing, China, in September 
1995 (“Beijing Conference on Women”), was the world’s largest ever event on gender equality, and marked 
a historic turning point. The Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (“Beijing Platform for Action”) was 
adopted by 187 attending member states, pledging to undertake responsibilities to implement an ambitious 
roadmap for gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls everywhere. The Beijing Platform for 
Action, adopted by governments worldwide, contains the most comprehensive and transformative strategic 
objectives in the area of gender equality. The UN has been regularly appraising the progress towards national 
commitments made in the Beijing Platform for Action regarding the implementation of strategic objectives in 
12 critical areas of concern. These 12 areas are: 

A. Women and poverty;
B. Education and training of women;
C. Women and health; 
D. Violence against women; 
E. Women and armed conflict; 
F. Women and the economy; 
G. Women in power and decision-making; 
H. Institutional mechanisms for the advancement of women; 
I. Human rights of women; 
J. Women and the media;
K. Women and the environment; and 
L. The girl child. 

In 2020, the global community will mark the 25th anniversary of the adoption of the Beijing Platform for 
Action. A quarter century on, the UN has been reviewing, from last year, how each country has delivered on 
the commitments of the Beijing Platform for Action, to search for solutions to the upcoming challenges and 
to shape gender equality worldwide. This paper, on the 25th anniversary of the landmark Beijing Platform 
for Action, will cover how national policies have progressed in the promotion of gender equality and empow-
erment of women, examine challenges countries have faced, and consider what we are expected to do for 
gender equality for future generations.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

CHO Youngsook
Korean Women’s Associations United Chair of International Solidarity Center

Beijing+25,
Achievements and Challenges

Gender AbstractT5-02
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The April Revolution of 1960 refers to the first democratic movement in Korea’s post-independence era. Over 
time, it has become widely recognized as a “student revolution”, but recent attention is turning to the active 
participation of the urban poor. Evidence shows that large numbers of those killed or injured by police officers 
were not high school students, but unemployed and low-wage workers. Yet at that time, such participation 
by the urban poor did not define the nature and goals of the revolution. Moreover, efforts to commemorate 
the April Revolution did not place a premium on the urban poor, instead blaming them for “anarchy,” “rampage” 
and “arson.” In particular, negative terms such as “the Republic of Demonstration” and “lawbreakers” were 
used to denounce the urban poor, until the military dictatorship was installed by the May 16 military coup 
d' tat in 1961. Every achievement of the April Revolution was credited to the students, who were viewed as 
having made supreme sacrifices while respecting public order. 

This dichotomous approach to the April Revolution has been predominant in the characterization of pro-de-
mocracy movements in modern Korean history, and consistently recurs in evaluations of post-dictatorship 
democratic movements. As a result, the urban poor’s resistance has not been interpreted in its historical con-
text, but rather deemed as an example of the phenomenon Eric Hobsbawm labelled “pre-political” protest. 

What makes the urban poor’s resistance “pre-political” was not its intrinsic deficiency, but rather the forma-
tion of proactive discourses demarcating “political” and “pre-political.” Kim Sung-hwan first discovered the 
urban poor’s leadership in the April Revolution through his literature titled “1960s” published in 1984, and 
argued that the very reason behind the active participation of the urban poor was “survival in extreme con-
ditions, immobility of the being, and anomie.” On the other hand, famous liberal intellectual Shin Sang-cho, in 
his article to “Sasanggye” (‘Realm of Thought’) shortly after the April Revolution, described it as “the need for 
work overcoming the evil habit of idleness.” Although the two authors hold their own views, the two state-
ments must be reconciled. This means that the trigger of the revolution was pulled by “disorder” (created by 
the urban poor); ironically it restored “order.”

This paper revisits the April Revolution by connecting the genesis of discourses on urban-poor protests: the 
stigmatizing of “chaos” and “criminalization” justifies that they are subject to the “social purification cam-
paign.” In this regard, the literature review focuses on scholarly sources related to the April Revolution and the 
1950s and 1960s. The April Revolution did not aim to overturn an “ancient regime” and “repressive system.” 
Rather, it sought the “recovery” of order and discipline. A critical assessment on the April Revolution may 
therefore provide answers to the question: How does a “democratic movement” exclude a certain group of 
people from the political domain and reproduce an outdated system?

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 
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How Voices of the Urban Poor are 
Excluded from the Democratic Movement 

The April Revolution

HA Keumchul
Academy of Korean Studies Ph.D

How Voices of the Urban Poor are 
Excluded from the Democratic Movement 

The April Revolution

This year’s WHRCF will be held under the theme of “The Future of Human Rights Cities-Local Mem-

ories and Global Sharing.” The Network of Human Rights activists are actively engaged in the field 

of human rights, and are striving to recall the human rights city, and especially those people who 

have been excluded or erased from its history. By rediscovering those forgotten from the past and 

present, human right cities will move towards becoming more inclusive communities.

Recovering such stories would actively reveal the hidden and disguised discrimination that clearly 

existed in the past, but was excluded and forgotten, even in history. If not exposed, discrimination 

will persist in the darkness of the city, and hinder efforts to guarantee human dignity in a human 

rights city.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights advocates for the dignity and rights of ‘everyone’. Hu-

man rights activists will strive to continue to hear and remember the stories of people excluded and 

erased from the history of the city, so as not to forget the fundamental essence of human rights, 

and to ensure that no one’s dignity and rights are neglected. We are confident that these stories 

will be the cornerstone in making the future of the human rights city more complete.

Stories of excluded and forgotten people

<Human Rights Activists Workshop><Human Rights Activists Workshop>
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Gwangju was the first locality in Korea to introduce human rights mechanisms, through the adoption of the Or-
dinance on City of Democracy, Human Rights and Peace in 2007, and the establishment of the Human Rights 
Office in July, 2010. Taking the Human Rights City initiative, Gwangju hosted the first World Human Rights Cit-
ies Forum in 2011, and maintained its innovative approach by launching the Human Rights Indicators program 
and the Human Rights Impact Assessment programs in 2012. The Gwangju Guiding Principles for a Human 
Rights City were adopted during the 3rd World Human Rights Cities Forum held in 2013. Gwangju played a piv-
otal role in the adaptation of the Local Government and Human Rights resolution by the United Nations Human 
Rights Council on October 10, 2013. This year marks the 10th anniversary of the World Human Rights Cities 
Forum, making it truly meaningful to talk about the exclusion and alienation suffered by the Women of May 18. 

A human rights city is intended to spread the spirit of May 18 to the world. The spirit of May 18 can be encour-
aged by remembering and practicing the activities of the heroes and heroines of the movement. In particular, 
commemorating the Women of May 18 is an important landmark towards a human rights city, given their im-
portance in May 18. Human rights ensure that everyone can lead his or her own life, and live as a main agent of 
the community they belong to. 

Postulating that many groups have similar identities within a society, characterizing the Women of May 18 is 
very difficult. In a narrow sense, it may refer to those women who are officially recognized as the national merit 
of the May 18 Democratic Movement in 1980, or to those women who fought for democracy during the 10 
days following May 18. Alternatively, the designation may further include woman participating in the struggle to 
commemorate and preserve May 18. In the broadest sense, it may include each and every woman attempting 
to realize the spirit of May 18, regardless of their time and place. 

This workshop will present two topics: the activities of the women who were there in May 1980, and the pro-
tests calling for the release of imprisoned democracy activists, which triggered the efforts to accurately record 
and preserve the historic truth. Additionally, the presentation will introduce those efforts made so far in order 
to not forget the Women of May 18. 

Physical and psychological suffering still remains with the Women of May 18. Incomplete truth-finding makes 
life harder, for them and their family members. What they have done for democracy is still not fully acknowl-
edged, and their pain comes from their exclusion from history. While the former should be redressed at the 
national level, the latter must be addressed at the community level. 

A human rights city is a society where every citizen is recognized as the subject of history. The Women of May 
18 have still not been appropriately credited for their activities, sufferings and sacrifices, and are gradually be-
ing forgotten. As long as they are not being remembered, they cannot be preserved as subjects of history. The 
matter is whether the spirit of May 18 is being embodied within daily life. Remembering the democratic aspira-
tions expressed by the Women of May 18 has important implications for anyone suffering alienation from oth-
ers. Recording and preserving what the Women of May 18 have accomplished, thereby enabling them to truly 
be remembered as subjects of history, will open the way towards a more inclusive democratic society.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

JUNG Hyun-ae
YOON Sang-won Memorial Association Executive Director

The Women of May 18 and the Human 
Rights City of Gwangju

Human Rights Activists Workshop AbstractN5-02

The Women of May 18 and the Human 
Rights City of Gwangju

Background
The Asia Pacific Coalition of Cities Against Discrimination (APCAD) serves as a regional platform for 
local government, municipal associations, and councilors to meet and discuss their priorities and 
commitments towards achieving societies free of discrimination. Founded in 2006 at the “Regional 
Conference of Cities for an Inclusive Urban Society” in Bangkok, Thailand, it aims to promote and 
facilitate more peaceful, tolerant and equitable societies across the region. APCAD acts as the re-
gional arm of the International Coalition of Inclusive and Sustainable Cities (ICCAR) and represents 
Asia Pacific on the global ICCAR steering committee.

Adapting the global ICCAR Ten Point Plan of Action, APCAD’s Ten Point Action Plan guided APCAD’s 
work for its first decade (2006-2016). Recognising the global commitment to the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals 2015, especially Goal 11 Sustainable Cities and Communities, in 2016 a 10 Year 
Review of ADCAD’s work was conducted, confirming the on-going relevance of the Ten point Plan 
of Action. This was reflected in the APCAD Priorities Paper presented at the Habitat III global con-
ference and the global commitment to the New Urban Agenda. In 2018, celebrating the 70th anni-
versary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, ICCAR adopted renewed priorities including 
the new name International Coalition of Inclusive and Sustainable Cities through the Declaration of 
Nancy.

The relaunch of the Coalition in 2020 will be held at the World Human Rights Cities Forum. Now 
on its 10th iteration, it focuses on looking to the future of human rights cities through reflecting 
on the history of human rights. With a strong focus on sharing local practices on a global level to 
facilitate discussion on how cities can be made more inclusive, the WHRCF is the ideal platform for 
looking to the future of APCAD in the next 10 years.

In line with the 2006 APCAD Ten Point Plan of Action, the UN SDGs, the Habitat III Global Priorities, 
as well as the Declaration of Nancy, APCAD’s priorities for 2020—2030 are defined by the New Ten 
Point Plan of Action (Annex A). 

Objectives
To attract new member cities to join APCAD
To identify APCAD priorities for 2020 – 2021 
To endorse Gwangju City as the APCAD Chair
To launch the APCAD implementation plan, including the website and incentives plan

<Asia-Pacific Coalition of Cities Against 
Discrimination (APCAD) Workshop>

<Asia-Pacific Coalition of Cities Against 
Discrimination (APCAD) Workshop>
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The promotion of human rights is always at the heart of human rights movements. One of the emerging 

trends in the late ten years is the initiatives undertaken by local governments to promote, protect and fulfil 

the human rights within their local authority. This progress also acknowledged by UN OHCHR which then pro-

vided the resolution on the role of local government and human rights. According to this resolution and other 

international human rights laws, the national government is responsible to promote, protect and fulfil the hu-

man rights obligation nationally, while local government plays a complementary role. That notion is one of the 

importance of Human Rights Cities Framework. It is being accepted, promoted and implemented by head of 

local governments globally, including several Major and Regents Indonesia. More than 50 Major and Regents 

in Indonesia is trying to implement human rights cities framework.

The year of 2020 is becoming the most challenging years in this decade due to the Novel Corona Virus Dis-

ease (COVID-19) pandemic. It has direct and indirect impacts on human rights fulfilment in all fields, especial-

ly on the right to health fulfilments. Other impact is on economic factors attached to the emerging situation. 

The state has taken steps by making various policies and implemented it in order to ensure the stability and 

continuity of people's lives. However, not all policies and implementations carried out by the state are in ac-

cordance with human rights principles, including at the local government level. Recognizing such conditions, 

human rights cities framework will be one of the methods that can be utilized in dealing with COVID-19 Pan-

demic, where people at the local level is also affected directly.

Human rights cities framework may effective to look at in this situation. Due to this concern, it is good to 

learn from major, regents and also head of district that has proven successful in responding the pandemic 

effectively. Acknowledging the role of local government in dealing with the pandemic situation might become 

a good example to inspire other cities and regent in Indonesia.
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Indonesian Human Rights Cities Session 1 Abstract S7-1-01

In Indonesia, it has been six years since INFID and Komnas HAM started to promote the implemen-

tation of human rights cities around Indonesia. This effort aims to encourage the government to ex-

pand human rights cities in Indonesia. Currently, INFID and Komnas HAM have been fostering partner-

ships with over 100 districts/cities in Indonesia for mainstreaming human rights at the local level. As a 

result, more than 50 cities/districts have committed to implement human rights cities in their regions.

The efforts on implementing human rights cities, in any case, meets its challenges for each region 

and generate different results. Thus far, the implementation of human rights cities generally has four 

main challenges: 1) sustainability and consistency, 2) technical capacity on human rights city among 

local government bureaucrats and the public (CSOs), 3) citizen political support, and 4) corruption. In a 

broader level, we need to enlarge the scale of human rights cities, not merely in Indonesia, but coun-

tries in Asia and beyond Indonesia. It is a time to think the future of Human Rights city both within UN 

system and beyond. It is also a proper time to agree about common strategies and steps essential 

to create a multilateral initiative that aims to secure concrete commitments from national and local 

governments, as well as civil societies to mainstream both the notion of human rights city and the im-

plementation itself.

<Indonesian Human Rights Cities Session 1>

Human Rights Cities
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In the concept of the state of law, The State recognizes and protects the human rights of every human and 

individual rights of. The State's recognition of individual's rights is implied in the equality of standing before 

the law, human rights. Starting from here, the Banjarmasin City Government initiated the implementation of 

the concept of HUMAN RIGHT CITY.

Since 2015 until now, initial efforts / initiations for mainstreaming, dissemination and socialization have been 

carried out through various educational activities, gender-based budgets, Gender Mainstreaming Regional 

Regulations, Child Protection District Regulations, Child-Worthy Urban Regulations, and Legal Aid District 

Regulations for the Poor.

Banjarmasin City Government also managed to maintain the predicate of City of concern Human Rights for 5 

consecutive years since 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019. 

Banjarmasin City Inclusion Strategy:

The City Government together with the Local Parliament (DPRD) created and updated inclusive regulations 

through Councils Legislation Board Bapemperda Tahun 2020 to adjust to the dynamics of government.

Develop integrated databases and information.

Tolerable planning and budgeting systems for people with disabilities.

Develop a pattern of basic service complaints system.

Provides facilities and infrastructure with disabilities.

Harmonious pattern of cooperation and coordination across sectors.
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Indonesian Human Rights Cities Session 1 Abstract S7-1-03

Dewanti Rumpoko
City of Batu Mayor

Law and human rights are two interesting sides. Respecting for law and human rights is a must and there is no 
need for pressure from any party to implement it. Basically, the development of the nation is also aimed at ful-
filling the human rights of citizens. Human rights are not limited to freedom of opinion or organization, but also 
concern the fulfillment of the right to belief, the right for food, work, education, health, the right for clean water 
and air, a sense of security, a decent living, and so on. All of this is not only the duty of the government but also 
of all citizens of society to ensure that these rights can be fulfilled consistently and on an ongoing basis.

Based on the provisions in Article 28 I paragraph (4) of the 1945 Constitution that the protection, advance-
ment, upholding, and fulfillment of human rights are the responsibility of the state, especially the govern-
ment. In this case, at least the State / Government, including regional governments, has three main obliga-
tions, namely the duty respect, to protect and to fulfill. Furthermore, as its implementation, the Regional 
Government is required to take strategic steps to ensure the implementation of human rights through the 
implementation of the Human Rights Action Plan (RANHAM) and in the context of realizing a City of Human 
Rights.

Batu City is one of the cities in East Java Province that has received an award as a City of Human Rights that 
always strives to improve initiatives in protecting and upholding human rights and I hope that in 2020 we will 
achieve this award again. As a city that cares for human rights, the Batu City Government always strives to 
provide protection and fulfillment of human rights in all fields, including education rights, health rights, wom-
en's and children's rights, residence rights, job rights, housing rights, and sustainable environmental rights, 
as well as in issuing law products and human rights perspective policies as an effort to minimize the presence 
of human rights customers. In addition, the Batu City Government should be proud because one of the ac-
tivists and human rights defenders is a resident of Batu City, namely the deceased, Mr. Munir, although he al-
ready passed away, his name and struggle are still remembered and become an example for all of us. For this 
reason, as an appreciation for Munir's struggle and hard work in fighting for and upholding human rights, the 
Batu City Government implemented a partnership program in the protection, fulfillment and advancement of 
human rights in Batu City, one of which was by providing support for the establishment of the Omah Munir 
Human Rights Museum. Furthermore, the establishment of the Museum can serve as a reminder to all of us 
that the protection and respect for human rights at this time is very important and become our collective re-
sponsibility.
※ The rest is omitted.
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Based on the results of INFID research in 2016 in 4 districts/cities in Indonesia, found several 

layers of factors that strengthen the tendency of tolerance/intolerance in one region. The 

most fundamental factor is, "The presence of the state in carrying out effective functions and 

maintaining tolerance by (i) Being neutral and firm, (ii) Having a legal umbrella, (iii) Having and 

running an early warning system and, (iv) Actively mediating and coordinating. "Meanwhile, a 

factor in the upper layers reads, "High awareness of religious, community and political leaders 

towards tolerance, and actively protecting their territory from violent-extremism." This finding 

shows that local government has a significant role in the function of Preventing Violent-

Extremism (PVE) in a region. Thus, it is important for local governments to address this issue as a 

major obstacle in realizing and implementing Human Rights Cities.

The efforts on implementing human rights cities, in any case, meets its challenges for each region 

and generate different results. Thus far, the implementation of human rights cities generally has 

four main challenges: 1) sustainability and consistency, 2) technical capacity on human rights 

city among local government bureaucrats and the public (CSOs), 3) citizen political support, and 

4) corruption. In a broader level, we need to enlarge the scale of human rights cities, not merely 

in Indonesia, but countries in Asia and beyond Indonesia. It is a time to think the future of Human 

Rights city both within UN system and beyond. It is also a proper time to agree about common 

strategies and steps essential to create a multilateral initiative that aims to secure concrete 

commitments from national and local governments, as well as civil societies to mainstream both 

the notion of human rights city and the implementation itself.

<Indonesian Human Rights Cities Session 2>

Preventing Violent-Extremism and Human Rights Cities

Semarang City is a city with religious diversity. With such diversity, Semarang City is very risky with violent 

extremism. The handling of Violent Extremism in Semarang is one of the concerns of the Mayor of Sema-

rang to avoid division in society. The current problem with society is the existence of radicalism movements 

that have a hidden agenda that undermines the values   of Pancasila, divides the Indonesian nation and 

weakens unity and integrity. Moving Together is a movement initiated by the Mayor of Semarang to col-

laborate between reporters, government, companies and residents to participate in regional development. 

Realizing various activities that can provide equality in religion, environmental sustainability, public services, 

public facilities, and the economy is one way to maintain diversity in the city of Semarang.
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Indonesian Human Rights Cities Session 2 Abstract

The core of a human rights based approach aims to influence accountability and balance in the development 
process, between citizen as the rights holder and the state as a duty bearer who is obliged to fulfill the rights 
of its citizens. A rights based approach is important in the context of development because empowerment of 
communities is a key. "The government must be able to convince the public that the government is capable 
to handling COVID 19”. Pandemic Changes in many circumstances and policy directions.

In this era, the government is required to be able to act quickly, precisely, measured and according to public 
basic needs. During this pandemic, various programs and policies for handling COVID-19 have been rolled 
out by the Salatiga City. Starting from providing assistance, fullfilment of citizen basic needs, cash, and so on. 
As well as providing various stimulus such as PDAM water stimulus accounts, groundwater taxes, flat-bed 
charges, PBB-P2, hotel taxes, restaurant taxes, and so on. For productivity, the arrangement of 868 morning 
market traders was carried out, where this has received appreciation from various layers, including the Presi-
dent, Governor, to various media both national and international.

The health sector is the main benchmark for the Salatiga City Government to implement various policies 
about health sector from upstream to downstream to overcome this problem. Readiness of medical per-
sonnel, equipment, provision of personal protective equipment, provision of treatment rooms, incentives for 
medical personnel, provision of healthy shelter spaces, as well as mass Rapid and Swab tests. To ensure the 
fulfillment of the rights of the people, the government also provides masks, hand sanitizers, hand washing 
stations, soap, face shields as a means of personal protection for the community and an effort to break the 
chain of COVID-19 transmission in Salatiga.

Beside that, Salatiga City Governement always tries to publish data on Close Contact Cases, Suspect Cases 
and Confirmation Cases. The report distribution of valid and transparent data was an effort to fulfill the rights 
of information and can take massive preventive actions, as well as a means for the Salatiga City Government 
to take measurable, effective, targeted, and beneficial measures of handling.

In terms of regulations, Salatiga City Government has also ratified the Salatiga Mayor Regulation Number 17 
of 2020 about concerning the Implementation of the Health Protocol for the Prevention and Control of Co-
rona Virus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) in Salatiga City. Assistants, obligations, and prohibitions during the new 
adaptation period, which must be implemented, obeyed and implemented by the entire community.

We all know that the COVID-19 can’t be determined with certainty when it will end. Its spread has almost 
reached all regions, including Salatiga City, with an increasing number of cases affected to politic, econom-
ic, social, cultural, defense and security aspects. The task of the Salatiga City Government and all stake-
holders to handling COVID-19 with human rights based approach and ensuring Toughness Salatiga in a 
new normal era.
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Human rights is recognised as a global undertaking, led by nation states, upheld by international fora. How-
ever, the past decade has seen the advancement of local governments role in creating communities that up-
hold, respect and progress human rights. Building inclusive, just and equal societies requires a whole-of-soci-
ety approach. From teachers to politicians, from businesses to civil society – all play a role in building societies 
that enable all citizens to flourish. Equally, just as the whole-of-society has an important role in building such 
a place, they must also unite and work together when these ideals are under attack.

Despite the political and complex drivers, extremism presents a notoriously hard challenge for policymakers 
at all levels of government. At its simplest, it presents an outright threat to our collective human rights. So-
cial identity theories, such as those posited by J.M. Berger suggest that ‘Extremism refers to the belief that 
an in-group’s success or survival can never be separated from the need for hostile action against an out-
group.’1The Institute for Strategic Dialogue (ISD) in London has gone further, defining extremism as “a totali-
tarian belief defined by an in-group the dehumanization of an out-group by an in-group”.

From violence, to subjugation – the tactics used by extremists vary immensely adding further challenges 
to how to define the challenge we wish to solve. If we refocus our collective understanding of extremism to 
the destruction of human rights, would counter extremism efforts looks different? Rather than ‘countering’ 
threats, would our approach change to ‘protecting’ human rights?

The discussion is a pertinent one for South East Asia with Islamist extremist networks such as Jemaah Is-
lamiyah and Al-Qaida having established cells in Indonesia and the Philippines, while groups such as the Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) and Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) have been gaining widespread 
support. We are however also seeing increased political instability, namely in Indonesia, with the Global Peace 
Index which ranks 163 countries annually using a series of metrics to measure ‘negative peace’ noting the 
country has faced the biggest decline in the region.

This paper will explore the overlap between human rights and counter extremism methods at the local lev-
el across South East Asia. It will consider, i) to what extent existing counter extremism efforts are shaped 
around promoting human rights, ii) how much international city-led best practice is used to inform regional 
work drawing on the work of the Strong Cities Network. Recommendations will be offered in conclusion illus-
trating how policies and programs can best create synergy between two agendas that are too often seen as 
separate policy domains.
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SEO Hyeonsu
Korea National University of Education Professor

Finnish Democracy and Youth 
Participation in Politics 

Children Abstract T6-01

The recent revision of the Public Official Election Act, bringing electoral rights to 18-year-olds, sparked dis-

cussions on youth political participation and the development of democracy in Korea. However, as the first 

elections held after the revision, in April 2020, took place during the COVID-19 pandemic and school closures, 

social opportunities to deliberate on 18-year-olds’ voting rights and youth political participation were not fully 

available. Furthermore, the measures for introducing the voting rights, taken without changing the provisions 

of eligibility for election, are unfinished reforms, and continuous reforms are required to ensure full youth 

suffrage. This article looks at the case of Finland, a nation that guarantees active youth participation in pol-

itics based on its mature democracy and civic education, in order to identify the direction and tasks needed 

to innovate democracy in Korea. Finland recently elected a 34-year-old female prime minister, and operates a 

variety of formal and informal policy systems that allow children and adolescents to participate in the political 

processes at various levels, making policies through the Children Parliament, Youth Committee, Youth Parlia-

ment, Youth Election, Resident Initiative and Party’s Youth Organizations. The school curriculum also provides 

a wealth of content on democracy and civic (political) education on the basis of an integrated, pragmatic and 

value-based approach. Finland is rewriting the history of modern democracy in the 21st century through its 

political systems and cultures that guarantee active participation in the policy-making process related to life 

from childhood and adolescence, and is regarded as a milestone showing the direction required for innova-

tions for the future of democracy in Korea.
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South Korea recently lowered the voting age to 18. After 18-year youth suffrage movement, young 

adults were finally able to become actively involved in the political process. The upcoming April 15 Na-

tional Assembly elections will bring a new political landscape in every constituency. For the first time in 

South Korea’s constitutional history, every eligible voter aged 18 or above can visit a polling station to 

select those candidates that best meet their best interests. This also will become a new challenge for 

both politics and education.

In fact, the young generation has been in the midst of every grand social change. Their engagement 

was critical in historical events, including the May 18 Gwangju Democratization Movement. As a main 

driving force of history and individual member of their society, they did what they were supposed to 

do. However, the prevailing social perception of youth in South Korean society was that they were less 

mature in how they made electoral decisions. Thus, young teenagers’ suffrage remained denied until 

the recent election law amendment lowered the voting age to 18.

Teenagers are no longer alienated from mainstream politics, and their right-to-vote has been officially 

recognized. Yet there are many concerns with lowering the voting age. Several issues require con-

sideration: how are these young voters acknowledged within the community? what implications will 

youth political participation have on society and politics? and what kind of education should be provid-

ed to help the youth to exercise their voting rights effectively?

In this regard, the Children & Youth session will present several case studies from countries with ex-

perience of youth political education and political engagement. This will help us to understand current 

and anticipated issues in Korean society. Moreover, this session will allow us to define “what we are 

supposed to do” to enable youth voters – responsible citizens and autonomous beings – to lead in pos-

itive social changes.

<Children>

Community, Citizen, and Youth Political Participation
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In the lecture I will present the concept of a historically informed civic education in Germany. This includes 
dealing with the experiences of the Nazi past, the post war history in West and East Germany after 1945 
(democracy vs. dictatorship) as well as the Unification experience after 1990. Of course, also the present dan-
gers of democracy in Germany, Europe and worldwide and its inherent challenges for civic education are part 
of this perspective.

In the beginning, the structures of the broad civic education sector in Germany are being introduced. Besides 
the federal and the 16 state agencies of civic education there are a bunch of several state funded and private 
actors dealing with civic education. I will also give an overview to the question of how youth civic education 
relates to the curriculum of schools and the states principles.

Secondly I will discuss the conceptual premise of all civic education in Germany which is built on the “Consensus 
of Beutelsbach” with its principles of multiperspectivity, controversy and the focus on the interest of the peo-
ple dealing with civic education. 

Thirdly I will give examples of topics and instruments of youth civic education in Germany. Topics for example 
are participation in democracy, elections and voting age, prevention of extremisms and civil courage. The 
instruments go along with these themes, for example several projects concerning the democratic participa-
tion (Workshops and the “Fair of democracy”, a huge event which for the first time took place in Hamburg in 
2019), and elections (including the voting age discussion and the “Wahl-O-Mat”).

I will argue that the History of the fight for human rights and democratic participation is a resource for the 
present concepts and projects of youth civic education. Besides the intermediation of knowledge about this 
history and present, especially young people need to have the chance to make experiences with the present 
state and effectiveness of participation within a democracy. How does such education affect teenagers  ́par-
ticipation in politics?

Finally, I will conclude with some remarks on the parallels and differences of civic education in unified Germa-
ny compared to the situation in divided Korea especially in Gwangju with its long struggle for democracy. One 
crucial parallel point seems to me the experience of successful civil courage against an overpowering oppo-
nent. In this regard, democracy is something which is not given by nature but needs to be achieved in every-
day practice – last not least with the help of civic education.
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Lessons from History, Lessons from the Present

Children Abstract T6-03

Implications of Lowering Korea’s
Voting Age to 18 and Tasks Remaining

This article considers the implications of lowering the voting age to 18 in Korea, examines the limitations of 

the surrounding discussions, and considers the tasks remaining for youth suffrage. I will introduce the activi-

ties that occurred before the voting age was lowered, and talk about the reasons for emphasizing it. A voting 

age of 19 is clearly different to one of 18, since it allows more young people to participate in elections. Grant-

ing voting rights to 18-year-olds is the first step in overcoming the age-old perception that ‘the youth should 

not participate in politics.’ However, even though the voting age was lowered, its purpose and meaning was 

not fully acknowledged. I hope the discussions will go beyond the simple perception that ‘18 is old enough 

to vote’, and to further expand the basic political rights of the youth, recognizing them as equal citizens. I 

will confirm the tasks that remain for youth suffrage, including the limitations in debating voting rights for 

18-year-olds, from two perspectives: political party law & election law, and political rights in schools. I hope 

that, through the story, this time will be a chance for people to think about ways to expand youth suffrage as 

they better recognize the youth as legitimate fellow citizens.
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The City of Gwangju is planning to share its resources and experiences as a human rights city with local gov-

ernments officials around the world through this International Human Rights Education Center with the sup-

port of KOICA while utilizing the expertise and experience of UN OHCHR, UCLG ASPAC and RWI.

Background 

The City of Gwangju has rich resources for democracy and human rights thanks to its history of resistance to 

injustice and oppression. For example, two of the eight major uprisings against colonialism and dictatorship 

took place in Gwangju in the 20th century Gwangju Students Independence Movement in 1929 and May 18 

Democratization Movement in 1980. The latter initiated the grass-root democracy movement of the 1980s, 

which was the basis of Korean democracy and Korean culture, which are blooming now.  

Resources to share

The historical heritage and the movement afterwards have produced rich resources of human rights educa-

tion in Gwangju. Some of them are:

- Human rights protection and improvement policies including ordinances

- Human rights protection systems including the human rights department

- Democracy movement related institutions such as May 18 Foundation

Places of memory such as May 18 cemetery

Human rights protection devices such as human rights indicators

Most importantly, the citizens of Gwangju unanimously support the cause of democracy and human rights, 

which made possible the establishment of diverse human rights protection system and its sustainable de-

velopment. That is why the World Human Rights Cities Forum continued to grow to become one of the most 

important human rights-related conferences of the world in the last ten years. During the past ten years, 

Gwangju has developed a close network of human rights cities and human rights organizations around the 

world both in the city government and local civil society organizations while organizing the diverse session 

of the world forum. The City of Gwangju also has rich experiences in human rights education while providing 

human rights education courses to all its officials, which has made the concept of human rights inculcated in 

the operation of the city government. The concept of Human Right does not sound subversive any longer as 

it did under the past dictatorship. The general plan and project details will be presented in the session. 
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International Human Rights Education Center Workshop Abstract H1-01

A growing number of communities around the world are explicitly advocating themselves as a “Hu-

man Rights City,” embracing policies, statements, and programs dedicated to human rights principles. 

Since 2013, the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) has been encouraging municipalities 

to join its Human Rights Cities movement and adopt the resolution on local government and human 

rights.

The city of Gwangju, Korea, has hosted the World Human Rights Cities Forum since 2011, and has 

been a catalyst for the Human Rights Cities movement, working closely with its counterparts, includ-

ing the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (UN OHCHR), the United 

Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the United Cities and Local Gov-

ernments (UCLG), and the Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law (RWI). 

In 2019, in light of the stronger solidarity of Asian human rights cities, Gwangju launched its interna-

tional human rights education program for some 20 local government officials from Asia. In addition, 

the Gwangju International Human Rights Education Center opened in May 2020 and is in the process 

of establishing regular education programs. 

A variety of human rights education programs have been offered by many international organizations 

and bodies, as well as research institutions, with remarkable achievements. Through this year’s World 

Human Rights Cities Forum, Gwangju will build a new network with international human rights train-

ers, and seek a master plan for the Gwangju International Human Rights Education Center. This work-

shop’s key discussions include the sharing of region-wise and audience-wise education strategies and 

a more effective collaboration system among leading human rights education providers, such as the 

UN OHCHR, UNESCO and RWI. 

Given that the World Human Rights Cities Forum focuses on the inter-local government human rights 

network and human rights-based development, the way in which international human rights edu-

cation facilitates community development will be discussed in a practical manner. This workshop is 

co-hosted by the Gwangju International Center, UN OHCHR, and UNESCO.

<International Human Rights Education Center 
Workshop>

「 International Human Rights Education Center Workshop 」
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International Human Rights Education Center Workshop Abstract H1-03

Master Class Series against Racism and 
Discriminations

Launched by UNESCO in November 2019 as a global “training for trainers” initiative, the Master Class Series 

against Racism and Discriminations seeks to empower students to become youth champions in their own 

schools and communities and spread awareness on how to deconstruct the mechanisms underlying racism 

and discriminations.  

Highlighting the growing significance of this social scourge, the Master Class Series has the following objec-

tives:

- To give young people the keys and tools to understand the concepts and scientific evidence to decipher 

racist attitudes and behavior;

- To propose inspiring models to equip young people to take action at their level in the fight against racism 

and discriminations;

- To inspire policymakers, at the global, national, and local levels, to pursue collective efforts in the fight 

against racism and discriminations.

The Master Classes serve as dialogue spaces and peer learning forums among the young participants, the 

experts and resource persons, and the invited personalities, in order to openly discuss the taboos that cor-

rode the social and moral fiber in societies.

Using a human rights-based approach, the courses address various topics related to inclusion and non-dis-

crimination, such as racial discrimination, gender-based discrimination, rights of indigenous peoples, discrim-

ination against persons with disabilities, inter alia.  Depending on the regional and local contexts, the pro-

gramme content and the curriculum of each Master Class are designed by UNESCO in collaboration with local 

partners and stakeholders. 

Each edition of the Master Class series culminates with the adoption of the young participants’ commitments 

in designing and pursuing their own local activities. In collaboration with the member cities of the Interna-

tional Coalition of Inclusive and Sustainable Cities - ICCAR, editions in all regions are being planned and will be 

organized throughout 2020-2021.

The Master Class focuses on the three key mechanisms underlying racism (categorization, hierarchization 

and essentialization), as well as the historical roots of institutionalized racism. It also underlines a contex-

tual analysis on the roots of racism, including the importance of an intersectional perspective such as gen-

der-based discrimination.

UNESCO is collaborating with the National Museum of Natural History (Museum of Humanity, France) in the 

elaboration of the programme content which is based on the museum’s exhibition “Us and them: from preju-

dice to racism”. 

UNESCO is seeking new partners to scale up this Series in all regions.
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International Human Rights Education Center Workshop AbstractInternational Human Rights Education Center Workshop Abstract H1-05H1-04

Supporting Human Rights Education and Research 
in a Time of Shrinking Democratic Space
Dilemmas, Opportunities, and the Role of Universities

Human Rights Education in Nuremberg, Germany
Human rights education in Nuremberg began in 1993, with the inauguration of the Way of Human Rights. Set 
in stone, human rights and the city’s commitment to strive to become a city of peace and human rights, are 
juxtaposed with Nuremberg’s dark past as the city of the Nazi party rallies. Some examples from our wide spec-
trum of programmes have been chosen to demonstrate the diversity of human rights education in our city.

Human rights education in historical locations
Nuremberg has become a location for critical reflection on the past. The Documentation Centre Nazi Party 
Rally Grounds and the Memorium Nuremberg Trials were created as two locations for historical-political re-
membrance and learning. All the educational seminars we offer there, focus first of all on the location and on 
thinking about National Socialism, with the link to today’s reality as a second step.
A programme developed for training and further education of police officers deals with the role of the police 
in the Nazi state. Starting from a historical perspective, the attention is then directed at today’s policing prac-
tices. Current organisational structure, human rights issues of current police work, such as for example the 
opposite poles of freedom versus security, as well as other present-day issues are addressed.
A programme specially developed for the Bundeswehr (army) addresses the role of the Wehrmacht in the Nazi 
era and the way crimes committed by the Wehrmacht were dealt with during the Nuremberg Trials. After-
wards, we create the link with the present day. Where does individual responsibility begin? What importance 
does the “Wehrmacht” past have for today’s German army? What is relevant for the work of its soldiers today?

Human rights education for specific target groups
In its mission statement, the City of Nuremberg has established the active implementation of human rights 
as its top priority. In order to make this a living reality, it is necessary that all of the city administration staff 
recognise the human rights relevance of any administrative activity so that they can use their scope of ac-
tion to further human rights. All junior members of staff take part in a one-day human rights seminar in the 
course of their training programme. The seminar content comprises the human rights principles guiding the 
city administration’s activities as well as the state’s threefold duties of respecting, protecting and safeguard-
ing human rights. Typical examples from everyday administrative practice as well as options for administra-
tive activities developed to serve the mission statement are discussed in small groups. Another obligatory 
one-day training module for junior staff addresses the topic of discrimination. This seminar aims at sensitis-
ing participants to the varied forms of discrimination as well as to signs and mechanisms of discrimination.
※ The rest is omitted.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

Shrinking democratic space is a global trend. 2019 was the 14th consecutive year of decline in global free-

dom, including limitations imposed on civil society, academic freedom, and the media, both online and offline.  

Recently, democratic space has diminished even further as a result of responses to the Covid-19 pandemic.  

Civil society’s ability to operate has been curtailed due to closures and restrictions on freedom of movement. 

This has serious implications for democracy and human rights, as civil society organisations play a key role in 

defending civic and political space and protecting human rights and freedoms.  

Universities also play a critical role in the international human rights movement, and have often played an 

important role in democracy movements around the world. The university’s role in promoting change in this 

context includes: education (future generation of decision-makers); research (influencing law and policy); 

and outreach (platform for dialogue).  In countries with very limited civic and democratic space, the class-

room can still be a safe place to speak out ones opinion and universities can function as a legitimate platform 

for different actors to come together.  

Human rights education has been called a “silent form of human rights activism with little media appeal”.  

The Raoul Wallenberg Institute often works in contexts where explicit human rights activism is difficult, but 

where low-profile human rights education is still possible.  This paper discusses the importance of human 

rights education and research in times of diminished democratic space, and some of the dilemmas, challeng-

es and opportunities associated with HRE and support to universities in Belarus, Cambodia, China and Turkey.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 
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Alejandra Naftal
The ESMA Museum and Site of Memory Director

International Human Rights Education Center Workshop AbstractH1-06

In her presentation, Alejandra Naftal will talk about the creation and management of the ESMA Memorial Mu-

seum in Buenos Aires, Argentina, which was previously a clandestine detention, torture and extermination 

center operated during the military dictatorship of 1976-1983.

She will present the emotional experience with the place of political and social consensus and memory as an 

informal educational tool, a place of reflection and discussion, a space for building symbolic compensation, 

delivery and legacy of memories from the issues with current and new generations.

The museum also hosts the temporary exhibition “BEING WOMEN AT ESMA. Testimonies to Look Again” 

which is both connected to the educational power of these spaces of memory, and a concrete, palpable ac-

tion in which the present day challenges the past. 

The most eye-opening part of the summary of sex crimes was the systematic description of the role of state 

terrorism.

Opened in March 2019, the exhibition will be held at home and abroad and has become an educational tool 

for teachers and instructors to work with students about current problems such as domestic violence, gen-

der inequality, and comprehensive sex education. It empowers today’s youth, and female victims who have 

been silent for years.

Finally, she will describe the work done in Argentina for the memory and human rights and the application for 

listing the ESMA Memorial Museum on the UNESCO World Heritage.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

Background
Following the Global Steering Committee (GSC) Meeting of the International Coalition of Inclusive and Sus-
tainable Cities – ICCAR on 30 October 2019 in UNESCO Paris, the representatives of the seven regional and 
national coalitions agreed on revising their Ten-Point Plans of Action, the ten commitments made by cities 
to fight against all forms of discrimination covering the priority areas of education, housing, employment 
and cultural activities.
The GSC agreed on reviewing the Ten-Point Plans of Action in order to highlight the key role of local gov-
ernment’s social policies in implementing programmes and delivering services towards ICCAR’s objective 
of inclusion and non-discrimination. The review is a result of the commitments made with the adoption of 
the Bologna (2016) and Nancy (2018) Declarations that affirm the need to realign the Ten-Point Plans of 
Action with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the New Urban Agenda of Habitat III, and to better 
reflect the social transformations that are shaping the contemporary urban landscape. Specifically, the 
review aims to position the action plans with the concept of intersectionality, to call attention to gender 
equality and youth participation as pillars of ICCAR’s action, as well as to encourage collaboration between 
the different sectors of urban stakeholders including civil society. 
As the WHRCF seeks to highlight the role of local governments in protecting and promoting human rights 
in urban areas, organizing the next GSC Meeting in the Forum will be a relevant way to showcase ICCAR’s 
work in terms of promoting inclusion and non-discrimination within cities, an opportunity to benefit from a 
wider outreach of stakeholders and the rich diversity of urban themes in the Forum, as well as an occasion 
to build new partnerships with urban actors. 
In addition, in the wake of the COVID-19 global pandemic, the WHRCF will highlight the crucial importance 
of tackling health and human rights. Falling in line with ICCAR cities’ pledge to “leave no one behind” and 
to advance inclusive social policies, the GSC Meeting will also serve as an opportunity to highlight human 
rights-based city initiatives that emerged during the crisis, to review the lessons learned and to anticipate 
city interventions in future emergency crisis situations.

Objectives
The GSC Meeting in October 2020 will be the opportunity for ICCAR’s regional and national coalitions to:
present their reviewed Ten-Point Plans of Action and discuss the modalities of their implementation at the 
global and regional levels; exchange with the Forum participants about concrete actions taken by urban 
actors to reinforce human rights systems within cities, to bolster city-to-city cooperation and to extend 
partnerships with other stakeholders; share insights on the establishment of the Inclusive Cities Incentive 
Programme which will be pioneered by the City of Gwangju in the Asia-Pacific Coalition, and explore possi-
bilities rolling it out to other regions.

<UNESCO ICCAR Global Steering Committee Meeting><UNESCO ICCAR Global Steering Committee Meeting>
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On the occasion of this most important summit, the 10th World Human Rights Cities Forum, in 

Gwangju, South Korea, this session aims to promote dialogue between members of organizations 

from civil society and local authorities on the issue of the Right to the City as Asia Human Rights in the 

Cities – perspectives and realities.

The Global Platform for the Right to the City (GPR2C) and the Committee of Social Inclusion, Partici-

patory Democracy and Human Rights of UCLG (CISDPHR) have been working together to engage in 

a conversation on how civil society and local governments could create partnerships and alliances, in 

order to achieve their shared goals regarding social well-being, economic inclusion, and the respect 

for individual and collective rights.

The GPR2C and the UCLG-CISDPHR are organizing this session to have a dialogue between local au-

thorities and organized civil society, based on consideration of their own experiences, focusing on how 

to achieve just, inclusive, safe, and sustainable cities, communities and human settlements in the Asia 

Region, and to propose solutions that can be implemented under the Right to the City as Asia Human 

Rights in the Cities Agenda.

<Town Hall><Town Hall >

Town Hall Cities Are Learning

Over the past 25 years, cities across the globe have been calling themselves human rights cities, striv-

ing to protect and promote the human rights of their citizens. However, only about 100 cities have 

achieved significant improvements in their human rights. With this in mind, the World Human Rights 

Cities Forum is endeavoring to promote the concept and necessity of human rights cities, and ex-

pand the network of human rights cities. The human rights cities movement, in cooperation with the 

WHRCF International Advisory Committee, is also in continuous discussions on how to increase local 

government engagement.

With the goal of increasing the number of cities committed to promoting human rights tenfold within 

a decade, International Advisory Committee member Hans Sakkers proposed the tentatively titled 

“Human Rights Cities 10>100>1000 Project”. Specifically, the project aims to expand human rights 

cities, with existing human rights cities playing a leading role at the local government level, and elevate 

the “human rights city” designation to serve as a true indicator of the quality of a city, and be a source 

of inspiration for local development based on human rights. Efforts to expand the current human 

rights cities network into a broader international movement are underway, so that concrete initiatives 

at the local level can receive international support.

In the workshop, Hans Sakkers will present more details of the project, including its goals, limitations, 

demands, procedures, cooperative systems, specific tasks and financial resources. The proposal can 

undergo close examination by the International Advisory Committee, along with cities and human 

rights international organizations, to determine its feasibility and develop more specific plans.

<Human Rights Cities Project Workshop><Human Rights Cities Project Workshop>
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10th October10th October

09:00~12:00 T7 Safe Cities 150p

Language
Theme

Organizer
Opening
Speaker

Discussant

Korean, English
Safe Communities and Lifelong Learning Today and in the Future
Korea Safety Union
Moderator BAE Youngju [Korea] Chosun University Professor
Dale Hanson [Australia] 
International Safe Community Certifying Centre (ISCCC) Chairperson
CHO Joonpil [Korea] Ajou University Medical Center Professor
JUNG Hyunmin [Korea] Korea Safety Union (KSU) Representative
LEE Kieon [Korea] Gwangju Metropolitan Office of Education Researcher
JEONG Jae-seo [Korea] Korea Coast Guard Academy Professor
HWANG Yoonseok [Korea] Lifeguard Korea General Manager

Live 
Streaming

10:00~13:00 T8 Migrants 154p

Language
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Greeting
Opening

Speaker

Discussant

Korean, English
May 18, Migrants, and Future of Human Rights Cities 
Centre for Multicultural Peace Pedagogy, Gwang Migrant Workers' Center,
Danuri Help Line, Gwangju Bukgu Multicultural Family Support Center
LEE Chulwoo [Korea] The May 18 Memorial Foundation Chief Director
Moderator PARK Heungsoon  [Korea] 
                     Center for Multicultural Peace Pedagogy Director
HONG Jin-ah [Vietnam] Gwangju Buk-gu Healthy Family·Multicultural Family 
Support Center Translator
Meriam Divinagracia Manuel [The Philippines]
Gwangju Buk-gu Healthy Family Multicultural Family Support Center Translator
Patikiri Koralalage Nayana [Sri Lanka]
Gwangju Migrant Workers Center, Representative of Sri Lanka Community 
Maftunakhon Abdukodirova [Uzbekistan] 
Representative of Uzbekistan Community
NA Eui-Kap [Korea] Association of Gwangju-Jeonnam Journalists Chairman
KIM Sun-i [Korea] Gwangju Women's HotLine Activist
David Tizzard [England] Seoul Women's University Assistant Professor

Live 
Streaming

11:00~12:00 H2 Blended Learning Course on Local Governments and Human Rights 159p
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Opening

Congratulatory
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Speech

Congratulatory
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English
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Gwangju Metropolitan City, RWI, UCLG ASPAC
Moderator Najmu Laila [Indonesia] Raoul Wallenberg Institute Official
Jason Squire [Australia] 
Raoul Wallenberg Institute, Director of Regional Asia Office in Jakarta
SHIN Gyonggu [Korea] Gwangju International Center Director

Bernadia Tjandradewi [Indonesia] UCLG ASPAC Secretary General

BLC Program Participants
Helena Olsson [Sweden] Raoul Wallenberg Institute Senior Programme Officer
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Gwangju International Center

Moderator SHIN Gyonggu [Korea] Gwangju International Center Director
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The 10th WHRCF Declaration

WHRCF 10th Anniversary Commemorative Video 

KIM Jonghyo [Korea] 

Gwangju Metropolitan City, Deputy Mayor for Administrative Affairs

Live 

Streaming
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Dale Hanson
International Safe Community Certifying Centre (ISCCC) Chairperson

Safety is a Human Right

Safe Cities Abstract T7-01

Every 6 seconds someone, somewhere in the world is suddenly and tragically killed due to injury. That is, 5.8 
million lives per year. For every death from injury there are dozens of hospitalisations, hundreds of emergency 
department presentations and thousands of medical appointments. Some people suffer long term or perma-
nent physical or psychological disability because of their injuries. Yet even these sad statistics under-estimate 
the harm caused by injury and violence. There are many hidden causes of injury that are not well counted. It is 
estimated that one in three women are victims of violence at the hands of a family member, one in four girls and 
one in ten boys are sexually abused at some time in their childhood. Traumatic experiences that leave scars that 
last a lifetime, increasing the risk of depression, suicide, failure at school, unemployment, imprisonment, unwant-
ed pregnancy, sexually transmitted disease, smoking, drug use and other risky behaviours. We cannot, and we 
should not, accept this needless suffering and loss in our communities.
The good news is, there is much that can be done. Injury is predictable, and therefore preventable. While commu-
nities cannot change their past, they can take control of the present to reshape the future. Research suggests 
that communities who are able to collaborate to address this problem can achieve reductions in injury deaths 
and hospitalisation of up to 30%. 
The International Safe Communities Network, of which Gwangju City became the 361st designated member on 
the 24th of February 2018, was founded on the vision that, “All human beings have an equal right to health and 
safety”. This not only relates to the absence of injury but also to protection from danger. While injury is a pre-
ventable cost, safety is an investment in a healthy and productive society.
However, the task is not easy. Effective action requires a focus on interventions likely to make a difference and 
committed community networks. Networks that can identify, mobilise and coordinate community resources. 
Networks that can blend the knowledge and expertise of researchers (experts in what to do), practitioners and 
administrators (experts in how to do it) and the community itself (experts in what will work for them).
The International Safe Community Certifying Centre (ISCCC) offers a system of peer review, helping communities 
implement best practice in a way that is likely to produce measurable reductions in injury in the long term. Com-
munities are assessed against seven indicators of best practice in community-based injury prevention and safety 
promotion:
1. Effective governance, collaboration & community engagement
2. Comprehensive programs covering all members of the community
3. Identification of high-risk groups
4. Evidence-based practice & practice-based evidence
5. Good surveillance systems
6. Evaluation of programs and a quality improvement approach to practice
7. Sharing of learnings and resources with other communities and stakeholders
※ The rest is omitted.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

From the perspective of the lifelong-learning paradigm, the idea of a Safe Community is to be expand-

ed from school to family, community and the workplace, facilitating groups of different ages to make 

their community safer. Then, what do we have to do to become aware of safety and exercise good 

safety practices, and how can that be achieved? In order to build a stronger safety culture, it will be 

necessary to consider the roles and tasks that have already been undertaken, those in progress, and 

what remains to be done in the future. 

A Safe Community in the lifelong-learning paradigm requires lifelong developmental perspectives. It 

is important to note that safety education should not be limited to its intrinsic domain, but be present 

in other parts of everyday life through organic cooperation among stakeholders. A campaign for a 

Safe Community and Safety Culture cannot be attained by either government, workplaces, or schools 

alone. Success largely depends on how these domains (school, family, community, workplace and even 

the whole city) work together and how people and organizations within those domains form organic 

collaboration. Institutional and social support and campaigns must follow (JUNG Hyunmin, 2019).

By and large, realizing a Safe Community requires an active Safety Culture campaign that can improve 

public safety awareness throughout society and all age groups. Besides the active engagement of the 

local population, the local government, civil society organization, and other stakeholders need to build 

and operate an organic governance structure. By sharing local and international best practices and 

best policies, the session will explore in-depth discussions on what a Safe Community has to do and 

how a Safety Community can be promoted, to make our cities safer and happier. 

<Safe Cities>

Safe Community and Lifelong Learning Today and in the Future



152 The 10th World Human Rights Cities Forum 153The Future of Human Rights Cities - Local Memories and Global Sharing

JUNG Hyunmin
Korea Safety Union (KSU) Representative

Realizing a Safe City with a Lifelong-
Learning Paradigm

Safe Cities Abstract T7-03

International Safe Communities is a local community-driven safety promotion program, based on the Mani-

festo for Safe Communities, “All human beings have an equal right to health and safety”, adopted during the 

First World Conference on Accident and Injury Prevention held in Stockholm, Sweden in 1989. The Safe Com-

munities’ approach emphasizes collaboration, partnership, and community capacity building to reduce inci-

dences of injury and promote injury-reducing behaviors, through the participation of a cross-sectional group, 

covering the whole population, environments and situations. Qualified communities that have accumulated 

evidence over a specific period of time are eligible for international recognition and accreditation under the 

International Safe Community certifying program.

In order to ensure community-driven sustainable safety promotion programs, it is imperative that injuries are 

perceived as a public health challenge. This idea is clearly defined in the WHO’s “Health for All” Strategy and 

the “WHO Global Program on Accident Prevention and Injury Control.” Every local community member shall 

build a foundation of collaboration, and consistently exercise their capacity to reduce injury from accidents, 

and to promote safety. To achieve these objectives, communities shall: 

1. continuously identify the causes of injuries within their communities; 

2. place injury prevention and safety promotion at the top of their policy agenda; 

3. strengthen the foundations of collaboration covering all population groups, environments and injury pre-

ventions; 

4. continuously carry out evidence-based safety promotion programs; 

5. evaluate the processes and outcomes of safety promotion programs; and 

6. actively and continuously exert efforts to enhance safety, including participation in national and interna-

tional safe community networks. 

 

At the local government level, there is a need to adopt local ordinances for continued safety promotion, orga-

nize a consultative group of institutions and organizations responsible for injury prevention and safety pro-

motion, and to build the capacity for evidence-centered accident/injury programs. 

Clarifying program goals and evaluation indicators is necessary to efficiently manage the outcomes of injury 

prevention programs, and this will enable both the targeted groups and responsible organization/institutions 

to utilize such results to make their programs sustainable. 

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

Safe Cities AbstractT7-02

Sustainable Community Safety Promotion

CHO Joonpil
Ajou University Medical Center Professor

Safety is the most fundamental, important and essential living condition in enabling a human being to live a 

decent life. With the rapid industrial development and advance of civilization, the quality and convenience of 

life has increased at an unprecedented pace. However, these positive developments have been accompanied 

by new accidents and diseases that threaten the safety of individuals and society. Thus safety has emerged 

as an issue in modern society.

A safe city uses the lifelong-learning paradigm to make communities safe, based on continual lifelong efforts 

for safety, corresponding to all members of society and its spaces, from homes to schools and industries, and 

from children and the youth to adults and the elderly. So, it is necessary to re-examine our roles and actions, 

and reflect on the question 'What should we do to be safety conscious and practice safe behaviors to make a 

safety culture in the community for a safe city?‘

From the viewpoint of a lifelong-learning paradigm to create a safe city, learning to be safe needs be ap-

proached at each stage of people’s lives. All safety education needs to be done through organic cooperation 

in all spaces of our lives, and not be restricted to specific locales.

In summary, I would like to make some suggestions, as follows. Firstly, the direction and systems of safety 

education should change towards ‘lifelong safety learning’. Secondly, the policy for safety culture education 

should expand through the approach to a lifelong-learning safety paradigm. Thirdly, it is necessary to prepare 

an environmental structure for increasing awareness of safety in people’s lives. Fourthly, the tentatively titled 

“Safety Culture Education Promotion Agency” should be established, as a specialized organization that can 

spread a culture of safety and realize the aim of becoming a safe city, through identifying the infrastructures 

for a safety culture and connecting them organically.

In order to realize the goal of a safe city, emphasis must be placed on the active participation of local residents 

and the establishment and operation of an organic governance system among the various interested par-

ties, such as civil society organizations and specialized safety organizations. When the central government 

and local governments actively support the implementation of safety culture policies derived through strong 

consideration and discussion by residents, civil society organizations and specialized organizations, then safe 

communities and safe cities led by the residents can be realized. Finally, I hope that more attention will be fo-

cused on becoming a safe city to realize a safe society and a happy life.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 
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The 5·18 Democratization Movement reached its 40th anniversary this year. The 5·18 Democratization Move-
ment is a piece of sad and painful history, revived through the news in May of each year. It is both incompre-
hensible and unacceptable that so many people died. I have been living in Gwangju for 14 years, but when May 
arrives, it begins to rain in my heart, and shedding tears, my heart is pained. I had heard much about the 5·18 
Democratization Movement, but I could not adequately understand its full meaning. I learned of the history 
because I had the opportunity to learn to some degree about the 5·18 Democratization Movement in detail. 
When I hear about the 5·18 Democratization Movement, the first thing that comes to mind is the Vietnam War. 
I remember that in the past, at the time of the war, the Korean soldiers committed sexual violence against Viet-
namese women, and indiscriminately killed ordinary Vietnamese citizens. Among the Vietnamese people, there 
are still those who have lived with resentment and pain, and they request an official apology for the massacre of 
civilians during the Vietnam War. 
The 5·18 Democratization Movement causes one to reflect on democracy that was unthinkable in Vietnam. 
With the 5·18 Democratization Movement reaching its 40th anniversary, it is fortunate to be able to learn again 
about the movement. I have learned many martyrs died to protect democracy. I believe we should be grateful 
toward and remember those who lived amid pain, shot by guns, their bodies and hearts wounded, and died. In 
May of 1980, if I had been in Gwangju at that time, I hope that I,too, as a citizen of Gwangju, would have demon-
strated and shouted: “The dictatorship must step down, a victory for democracy.” At the time of the 5·18 De-
mocratization Movement, fighting against the martial law army, the citizens’ coalition to protect Gwangju was 
formed. This citizens’ coalition was organized by the citizens of Gwangju. The women and citizens cooked rice 
and made rice balls to share and eat with the citizens. The citizens of Gwangju, to protect democracy, resisted 
to the end. Through the pro-democracy movement, our region of Gwangju has now found peace. Thanks to the 
blood that has been shed by countless, courageous martyrs we have obtained this degree of democracy. 
It has been 14 years since I came to live in Korea as a married immigrant. Having lived my life on Gwangju soil 
until now, I am a citizen of Gwangju. Now, as the opportunities arise, I want to teach other immigrants about the 
“5·18 Democratization Movement”. Because there was a Democratization Movement in Gwangju, Korea be-
came a democracy and was able to make progress. To allowother Vietnamese immigrants to fully understand 
the reason the 5·18 Democratization Movement arose and how greatly the citizens of Gwangju suffered, they 
must also know the history before the 5·18 Democratization Movement. For that reason, when learning about 
the 5·18 Democratization Movement, I thought it would be better for friends from the same home country to 
learn together. I think it would be especially beneficial to watch videos or movies about the 5·18 Democratiza-
tion Movement together and to share in discussions. At the given opportunity and after sharing a discussion 
about the history of the 5·18 Democratization Movement, Vietnamese immigrants, , will visit the May 18th Na-
tional cemetery. If the history of Gwangju is known more widely by the world and the younger generations learn 
about it, Gwangju, namely Bitgoeul, will be able to go forward more strongly as a region.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

HONG Jin-ah
Gwangju Bukgu Healthy Family·Multicultural family Support Center Translator

5·18 Democratization Movement 40th Anniversary 
From a Vietnamese Immigrant Perspective

Migrants Abstract T8-01

Marking the 40th anniversary of the May 18 Gwangju Democratization Movement, the thematic 

session “Migrants” will provide a time and space where migrants can understand and discuss the 

Gwangju spirit. This session is designed to review how migrant communities in Gwangju perceive and 

comprehend the meanings behind May 18, by encouraging them to present and discuss what they 

have learned from each other. This is a new experiment to shift the center of thematic sessions away 

from experts and scholars and on to migrants recognized as ordinary people in Gwangju. 

In collaboration with the May 18 Memorial Foundation, several migrant community groups in Gwangju 

(representing Vietnam, Cambodia, Philippines, Uzbekistan, and Sri Lanka) will attend a lecture about 

May 18, and then have a group discussion to select their presenter. The thematic session “Migrants 

and Human Rights” will consist of five presentations, one by each respective migrant community 

group, followed by a panel discussion with local and international contributors. After the presenta-

tions and discussions, all individuals from the migrant group and host group in Gwangju will seek wis-

dom of life, by learning lessons from the May 18 Gwangju Spirit. 

One of the primary goals of this session is to provide the migrant population in Gwangju with an op-

portunity to revisit their own identities and, at the same time, offer a space and time for re-calling 

their own memories of democratization movements in their native country. Sharing the lessons and 

wisdom that migrant communities glean from May 18 and their own introspection with those who 

were involved in the historical event as well as those from other countries will provide a better under-

standing of the May 18 Democratization Movement to the general public.

<Migrants>

May 18, Migrants, and the Future of Human Rights Cities 
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I am a worker from Sri Lanka. As the 40th anniversary of 5·18 Democratization Movement approached, along 

with the migrant community’s people, I had the opportunity to learn about the 5·18 Democratization Move-

ment. Learning about the citizens and students who risked their lives to defend a democracy, I came to realize 

that our home country, Sri Lanka had a similar past.

It was nice to be able to learn, in detail, about the 5·18 Democratization Movement on its 40th anniversary. I 

learned that 5·18 Democratization Movement was a movement which the citizens and students in Gwangju 

City and Jeollanam-do regions raised against state violence. I also learned the history in which many people 

were killed mercilessly with the guns, knives and boots ofarmed soldiers. However, it was surprising and im-

pressive that the citizens in Gwangju City kept order, created a civic community by themselves and commit-

ted no crimes in retaliation. I think that Korea has been democratized as it is now, because there were people 

who struggled against dictatorship and gave up their lives. However, I also thought that losing precious lives 

like this should never happen again, as it was too sorrowful. 

I came to Korea as a worker to make money and I have lived as a citizen in Gwangju City for almost 20 years. 

Now, I want to tell you about the precious values   of the 5·18 Democratization Movement to the Sri Lankan 

immigrants in Korea and to the people of Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka, our country, has not had a citizen community 

like the people of Gwangju City had organized in the time of the 5·18 Democratization Movement. However, 

through the history of 5·18 Democratization Movement that I have learned about while living in Gwangju 

City, I will now be able to tell my fellow Sri-Lankans about the democratization and patriotism of the people of 

Gwangju. Thanks to this opportunity, I am able to keep all the victims of 5·18 Democratization Movement in 

my mind, being deeply grateful for their efforts and sacrifices. I hope that it won’t be a world where people's 

lives are killed and taken, but rather a world where we love and help each other.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

Patikiri Koralalage Nayana
Gwangju Migrant Workers Center Representative of Sri Lanka Community

5·18 Democratization Movement 40th Anniversary 
From the Sri Lankan Migrant’s Point of View

Migrants Abstract T8-03

On the 40th anniversary of the 5·18 Democratization Movement, I was supposed to present a story from the 
perspective of Filipinos. It was not about representing the entire Philippine community, but about introducing 
a completely personal perspective. I had an opportunity to learn about the 5·18 Democratization Movement 
while workingon the presentation.

I learned about what had happened in Gwangju for 10 days and its meaning. I have often heard about the 
5·18 Democratization Movement since I came to Gwangju 22 years ago. Before the 5·18 Democratization 
Movement, Korea was a place where people with power, money, and influence could do whatever they want-
ed. And this time I could learn more about the 5·18 Democratization Movement in detail. I learned about the 
Korean military dictatorship and the coup before the 5·18 Democratization Movement.

The Democratization Movement was and is a movement to  institute democracy. Though democratization 
was achieved, current trends could lack concern for growing children. Do our children now know democracy 
well? Have the young people now grown up well and been educated comprehensively? I was very surprised to 
see the Ferry Sewol sink in April 2014. I was surprised to see citizens holding candles crying out for democra-
cy again. But still there are lots of social issues to solve. Politics should be better, and the economy should be 
better as well. But nothing will change when "I" fall out of the story. I hope it can be a day to think about these 
things together, remembering the victims of the 5·18 Democratization Movement in our hearts.

"Am I raising my child well? 
"Am I living well, with nothing to be ashamed of to others?"
"Am I a good member participating in a good society?“

 Korean democracy has been achieved by the deaths of so many students and citizens in Gwangju. Through 
the democracy achieved with so many people`s sacrifices, I hope that they can build up a good society where 
their children can be happy when they have grown up. In order to do so, I think the adults should take the 
lead. Change always takes place from 'I', not from others. On the 40th anniversary of the 5·18 Democratiza-
tion Movement, I summarized what I felt while studying and working on the presentation:

First, citizens should stay awake. If you let your guard down, you can be the victim.
Second, it requires a great sacrifice to cut out what has been neglected. Let's fix things before they rot
Third, nothing changes if you do nothing.
Fourth, you have to be the one to do the first good action. 

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

Meriam Divinagracia Manuel
Gwangju Bukgu Healthy family Multicultural Family Support Center Translator

5·18 Democratization Movement 40th Anniversary 
From the perspective of Filipino Immigrants

Migrants AbstractT8-02
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It started with this question - 'What does the 5·18 Democratization Movement mean for us (migrants)?' As 
an Uzbek immigrant, I would like to introduce this entirely from my personal perspective, thinking about how 
much I know about the 5·18 Democratization Movement, what I think about it and whether there is any way 
to let the world know the spirit of the 5·18 Democratization Movement, etc.

I think the 5·18 Democratization Movement was the struggle for a peaceful and equal future, democracy 
built up by all the people living in this land and the movement that they sacrificed their lives for. There was no 
crime in Gwangju for 10 days while the citizens of Gwangju came out to protest and responded to soldiers 
ordered in by the dictator.

The Gwangju community voluntarily took care of the injured, made & shared rice balls so that they could eat 
at least one meal and made the incident known to the people through street broadcasts. I think this is truly 
amazing, a unique power of the Gwangju community. Personally, I would like to thank everyone who partic-
ipated in and supported the 5·18 Democratization Movement. I am well aware that there are few people in 
history who have sacrificed their lives for the democracy of the country. Thanks to these people, modern Ko-
rea is a democracy.

The 5·18 Democratization Movement that took place in Gwangju reminded me of Uzbek history, the country 
where I was born and raised. This is the story of Abdullah Cudley, who was executed at the age of 44 in 1983 
for calling for democratization. The Abdullah Cudley case resembles the 5·18 Democratization Movement 
in that he willingly gave up his life, saying that people living in this land should be able to build up their own 
country,run the state by their own power and not live as "brainless humans“.

After learning about the 5·18 Democratization Movement, some questions popped up in my mind. During 
the 5·18 Democratization Movement, so many people died and suffered horrible torture but ChunDoo-Hwan 
and Noh Tae-Woo lived comfortably without being punished by law enforcement authorities - why? Next 
question, is it impossible to find out who ordered the shooting of ordinary citizens, resulting in so many inju-
ries and deaths? As an Uzbek, it is very difficult for me to understand that it is possible for soldiers to shoot 
without the order of a commander.

Lastly, I think that many people should know how about those people who lost their families or were injured 
during the 5·18 Democratization Movement: how they endure their sufferings, how they recovered and 
what they have learned.

Taking this opportunity, we have made commitments to ourselves as follows.
We, members of the Uzbek community,
Will remember the 5·18 Democratization Movement.
Will study about the 5·18 Democratization Movement.
Will unite to let the world know the right history.

*Original Copy of Materials is Available on the Official Website.  (www.whrcf.org) 

Maftunakhon Abdukodirova
Representative of Uzbekistan Community

5·18 Democratization Movement 40th Anniversary 
From the perspective of Uzbek Immigrants

Migrants AbstractT8-04

In collaboration with the City of Gwangju and UCLG ASPAC, The Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Human 

Rights and Humanitarian Law (RWI) organises Blended Learning Course (BLC) for local governments in 

the Asia Pacific on the localisation of human rights in SDG processes. After a joint pilot course in 2019, 

the 2020 course combines on-line modules, individual projects, and webinars. The purpose of the BLC 

is that participants from planning divisions of local governments from around the Asia Pacific learn 

about, exchange experiences, and take first steps (through projects) to integrate human rights and 

rights-based approaches into their respective work with local SDG processes.

The 2020 BLC participants includes 17 officials of local governments from the Asia Pacific Region 

such as Nepal, the Philippines, Malaysia, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, and Bangladesh.  

The on-line course component covers 18 effective hours of learning, where the participants go 

through modules covering: 1) Introduction to Human Rights ; 2) Human Rights Mechanisms: Monitor-

ing and Enforcement Human Rights Human Rights; and 3) Human Rights and Development (including 

SDGs), and reading materials on human rights and SDG implementation at the local level, and the hu-

man rights city concept. The participants that complete online modules continue working on individual 

projects, where they apply their obtained knowledge from the on-line modules to their daily work.

Prior to the on-line modules the participants also took part in a webinar on human rights, local gov-

ernment, and COVID-19, which served as both the launch of the course and commemoration of the 

40th anniversary of the Gwangju uprising – the event that sparked the human rights city movement in 

Korea.

The final course webinar is conducted virtually in conjunction with the World Human Rights Cities 

Forum (WHRCF) in Gwangju, which is scheduled this year on 7-10 October 2020. The days before the 

conference, participants will meet to share progress from their projects with peers and experts. They 

will then have the opportunity to participate in the sessions of WHRCF to get more knowledge and 

network with other cities and stakeholders. The course ends with a summary and evaluation session 

on 10th October.

<Blended Learning Course on 
Local Governments and Human Rights>

Blended Learning Capacity Building for Local Government Across Asia Pacific
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04.INFORMATION
01. COVID-19 Quarantine Regulations

02. Q&A Platform (Slido)

03. Information Desk

04. Interpertation

05. Wi-Fi

06. Social Media

07. Guidebook (Event App)

Date: ~ 2020.11.08.(Sun.)

Appreciation: Kimdaejung Convention Center Website

Contents: To re-examine the relationship between 

the May 18 Democratic Movement and 

the modern history of major events and 

Democracy·Human Rights·Peace values 

included in the Constitutional Amendment 

from the Donghak Peasant Movement 

(1894-1895) to the Candlelight Vigils 

(2016) through exhibits. 

Organizer: Kimdaejung Convention Center

120 Years of the Korean Democratic Journey

Exhibition
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Simultaneous Interpretation

- Languages: Korean, English (Spanish, German, French, Chinese or Japanese for some sessions)

- You can check languages available for each session on the Program Schedule

1. Search for surrounding Wi-Fi signals in the wireless network setting

2. Select 'Public WiFi Free' SSID and execute web browser (Basic browser of the terminal is 

recommended)

3. Select the right button of '공공와이파이 이용하기‘ in the center of the Public WiFi connection 

screen to use the desired service. Select ‘kdj2’ in the wireless network setting and put in 

‘kdj12345’ as a password.

1. You can find more information about WHRCF through the social media below.

Facebook : @whrcf 

Twitter : @GwangjuWHRCF

Instagram : @whrcf

Youtube: World Human Rights Cities Forum

2. Help us to spread WHRCF by using the hashtags below.

#whrcf #whrcf2020 #cities4rights #StandUp4HumanRights #Gwangju

Interpretation04

Wi-Fi05

Social Media06

Facebook Twitter Instagram Youtube

The World Human Rights Cities Forum Secretariat will hold a safe event following these 

quarantine regulations: 

1. Masks should be worn at all times.

2. Participants may enter the session room after getting their barcodes scanned or checking 

an attendance list. 

3. Attendance numbers are limited to a maximum of 45 per meeting and on-site registration is 

not available.

4. To ensure everyone’s safety, temperature checks and entry logs are mandatory before en-

tering the venue and each session room. The information is retained and then destroyed 

after four weeks.

Sli-do (www.slido.com) is a Q&A platform aimed at creating 

effective and improved communication with participants.

① Go to www.slido.com or scan QR code

② Put in the event code #whrcf

③ Choose a session

④ Ask, Like, and Comment

The Information Desk is available to aid participants' accessibility to the event. The Informa-

tion Desk can assist in the following ways:

① Provide general information about the event

② Lend out an iPad, which includes Apple's 'Easy to Use' function to aid accessibility

③ Provide guidance on how to use the Guidebook (Event Application).

COVID-19 Quarantine Regulations

Q&A Platform (Slido)

Information Desk

01

02

03
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Guidebook (Event App)07

How to Install

How to Use

- Manage My Schedule

: Tap [Program Schedule], add a session you wish to join and check your schedule on [My 

Schedule]

- Download Material

: Tap [Speaker & Abstract], select a speaker and download materials

- Check Event Information

: Tap [Interact], check the latest notices in real-time

- Participate Online Conference

: Tap [Program Schedule], select a session you wish to join and enter a live streaming

- Participant Networking (※Sign up and sign in required)

: Tap [Networking], select a user you wish to talk and send your message

Open Google Play Store 

or Apple App Store, 

and Download “Guidebook”

Search for

“World Human 

Rights Cities Forum”

Download 

and Access

Tap [My Guide] 

and access to 

WHRCF Guidebook
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